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86 states defended 
against regressive 
legislation.16 pro-sex ed bills 

passed

30
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For years, sex ed has often been a back-burner 
issue in national politics, overshadowed by 
other reproductive health and education 
debates. With the current attacks, sex 
education has been thrust into the hot seat, 
underscoring both its vulnerability and the 
urgent need to defend it at every level of 
government.
  
In the face of these challenges, SIECUS’s work 
in 2025 was defined by Partnerships. Power. 
Persistence. Through investment in strategic 
partnerships with national allies and state 
advocates, SIECUS strengthened a united front 
capable of confronting coordinated national 
attacks. Even in the face of relentless 
opposition, SIECUS’s persistence has ensured 
that comprehensive sex education remains a 
national priority.
  
To meet this moment, SIECUS—the only 
national organization exclusively dedicated to 
sex ed policy and advocacy—has employed a 
three-pronged strategy to hold the line and 
advance comprehensive, inclusive sex 
education nationwide:

Impact in Detail

In 2025, SIECUS confronted an unprecedented 
assault on sex education. With the national 
rollout of the Heritage Foundation’s Project 
2025, sex ed has become a central target in 
efforts to dismantle public health, education, 
and reproductive rights infrastructure. SIECUS 
tracked over 650 bills—nearly 25% of which 
threaten young people’s access to quality sex 
education.
  
The Trump Administration escalated this 
rollback through a series of executive orders 
dismantling diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
efforts across federal agencies, restricting 
gender-affirming care, attacking abortion 
access, and pushing to eliminate inclusive 
curricula under the guise of ending “radical 
indoctrination.”
  
In alignment with these orders, the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued 
directives demanding that the grantees of the 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention (TPP) program and 
the Personal Responsibility Education Program 
(PREP)—two federally funded sex education 
programs—censor inclusive, evidence-based 
content on gender and sexual orientation and 
other topics, jeopardizing decades of progress. 
Although federal courts have since blocked 
these directives, the push to eliminate 
comprehensive sex education remains a key 
agenda item for Project 2025.

The State of Sex Ed

SIECUS’s work in 2025 was defined by 

Partnerships. Power. 
Persistence.
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1) Championing bold federal 
policy for sex ed
 
2) Transforming sex ed policy 
across the states
 
3) Building a national movement 
for sex ed

4



Despite a challenging federal landscape, 
SIECUS has continued to champion sex 
education on the Hill. SIECUS, and the Sex Ed 
Coalition that SIECUS leads, supported Rep. 
Alma Adams (NC-12), Rep. Pramila Jayapal 
(WA-07), Sen. Cory Booker (NJ), and Sen. Mazie 
Hirono (HI) to reintroduce Real Education and 
Access for Healthy Youth Act (REAHYA) in both 
chambers.
  
To amplify this work, SIECUS conducted 
strategic bipartisan outreach to nearly a dozen 
congressional offices and led a congressional 
briefing, sharing the latest research on the state 
of sex education in their states and the need for 
federal support. As a result of SIECUS’ efforts, 
more than 30 organizations, both national and 
state partners, signed on in support, and the 
legislation secured 19 cosponsors in the House 
and six in the Senate, alongside an 
endorsement from the Reproductive Freedom 
Caucus.

Championing bold federal 
policy for sex ed

In addition, SIECUS worked with Rep. Jayapal to 
formally recognize May as Sex Ed for All Month 
through House Resolution 445, elevating 
awareness of the urgent need for inclusive sex 
ed.
  
SIECUS has also been at the forefront of the 
national response to threats to federal sex ed 
funding. SIECUS drafted and submitted a FY26 
appropriations letter calling for increased 
funding for Centers for Disease Control’s 
Division of Adolescent and School Health, the 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention program, and the 
Personal Responsibility Education Program. The 
letter also demanded eliminating funding for 
the failed Sexual Risk Avoidance Education 
program. The letter was circulated by Rep. Alma 
Adams and Sen. Cory Booker, demonstrating 
growing leadership in Congress. SIECUS also 
issued a public statement, mobilized Sex Ed 
Coalition partners, and helped State Education 
Policy Action Council (SEPAC) members 
understand what was happening at the federal 
level and the implications for their funding and 
work.

Organization 
Endorsements

30
House

Co-Sponsors

19
Senate

Co-Sponsors
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Representative Alma Adams and SIECUS 
Federal Policy Manager, Sarah Wing
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https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hres445/BILLS-119hres445ih.pdf
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The 2025 State Legislative Sessions were 
marked by intense battles over education, 
parental rights, and gender expression and 
sexual orientation. Across the country, 
censorship efforts continued to surge alongside 
escalating attacks on transgender youth, 
reproductive freedom, and comprehensive sex 
education. 80% of the bills SIECUS tracked this 
year have been regressive and seek to restrict 
the rights of young people across the United 
States.

Transforming sex ed policy 
across the states

For the past two years, SIECUS has stood with 
Alabama advocates to defend the state’s basic 
requirement that sex education be age-
appropriate and medically accurate—pushing 
back against repeated attempts to revive 
discredited “Abstinence Only Until Marriage” 
policies. In 2025, SIECUS provided analysis of SB 
277 and crafted talking points, legislator briefs, 
and testimony that helped defeat this measure. 
SIECUS convened a legislative strategy briefing 
with Alabama sexual and reproductive health 
advocates and drafted amendment language 
in preparation for any version of the bill that 
may return in 2026. As Alabama returns CDC 
funding for evidence-based surveys and local 
organizations lose critical sex ed funding, 
SIECUS persists. We remain committed to 
strengthening partnerships and ensuring 
Alabama communities continue to have 
champions for inclusive, accurate sex 
education.

Snapshot of Persistence: 
Alabama

For the past two years, SIECUS has stood with Alabama advocates to defend the state’s 
basic requirement that sex education be age-appropriate and medically accurate.
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https://siecus.org/resource/the-path-forward-2025-siecus-legislative-mid-year-report/
https://siecus.org/why-we-need-to-avoid-sexual-risk-avoidance/
https://legiscan.com/AL/text/SB277/id/3197562/Alabama-2025-SB277-Introduced.pdf
https://alabamacampaign.org/alabama-quietly-returns-cdc-funds-to-administer-youth-risk-behavior-survey/


In 2025, SIECUS’ technical assistance program 
helped SEPAC partners in six states to advance 
pro-sex ed legislative efforts. SIECUS also 
provided in-depth assistance to partners in 
eight states to push back against harmful and 
restrictive legislation, including “Baby Olivia 
bills” that require showing children an 
inaccurate fetal development video that 
contains anti-abortion propaganda. In 
response to the uptick in fetal development 
education bills, SIECUS developed a “Baby 
Olivia” toolkit to equip advocates with proven 
strategies to drive progress, even in hostile 
environments. As a result, such legislation was 
defeated in four states. SIECUS also helped one 
state improve the language of one such 
negative bill, to lessen its consequences.

In 2025, Arkansas lawmakers introduced a bill 
that would have required schools to show “Baby 
Olivia”–style fetal development videos. SIECUS 
quickly supported its partner in Arkansas by 
providing talking points to inform witness 
testimony during committee hearings. This 
testimony helped stop the bill in committee. 
Although a related, weaker bill later passed, it 
only recommends consideration, rather than 
mandates, such instruction. Thanks to timely 
intervention and strong advocacy, harmful and 
misleading materials were kept out of Arkansas 
classrooms.

Snapshot of Partnership: 
Arkansas

Despite this hostile environment, the sex ed movement persisted. This past year, 16 states introduced 
42 bills that would advance sex education. Through state-level policy tracking, intensive technical 
assistance, and state-wide, cross-movement coalition work through SEPAC, SIECUS played a pivotal 
role in helping advocates, parents, and legislators prepare for and defend against attacks and 
identify opportunities to advance comprehensive sex ed.
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Miranda Estes, SIECUS State Policy 
Manager, and Alison Macklin, SIECUS 
Director of Public Affairs
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SIECUS  partnered with the Minnesota Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault (MNCASA) for several 
years to modernize the state’s sex education 
laws. In 2024, these efforts led to the approval 
of new health education standards—a major 
step forward for comprehensive, inclusive 
instruction.
  
This year, SIECUS and MNCASA worked to refine 
and implement these standards, supporting 
legislation that directs the Minnesota 
Department of Education to create its first 
mandated statewide K–12 Academic 
Standards in Health, replacing locally 
developed guidelines. 
  
SIECUS also submitted public comments 
advocating for inclusive, evidence-based 
health education and later co-hosted a 
webinar with Honest Sex Ed Minnesota and the 
University of Minnesota’s Center for Healthy 
Youth Development to explore opportunities for 
improving the state’s sex ed policy and public 
health outcomes.

Setting a New Standard for 
Minnesota’s Students

To facilitate cross-state learning and rapid 
response, SIECUS developed the State Policy 
Playbook, a collection of proven strategies to 
advance sex ed in a range of different state 
contexts.
  
SIECUS utilized the State Policy Playbook when 
partnering with Delaware’s Senate Majority 
Caucus to advance legislation aimed at 
making the state’s health education standards 
more comprehensive. Drawing on lessons from 
a similar 2024 effort in Minnesota, SIECUS 
provided bill language, suggested edits, and 
strategic advice—emphasizing the importance 
of early engagement with the state 
Department of Education (DoE). In response to 
opposition, the Caucus began working with the 
Delaware DoE to draft a Senate Resolution, set 
for introduction in January 2026, which directs 
the agency to assess the current state of K–12 
health education and gather data to support 
future updates. SIECUS’ interventions have 
helped position Delaware for long-term 
progress on comprehensive sex education.

Turning Lessons into 
Legislation

SIECUS developed the State Policy Playbook, a collection of proven strategies to advance 
sex ed in a range of different state contexts.
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https://mncasa.org/
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2025 Sex Ed Week of Action

Building a national movement 
for sex ed
Federal and state-level policy change is 
essential to achieve universal access to 
comprehensive sex education, but it gains 
momentum and staying power when 
supported by a groundswell of public will and 
an aligned movement demanding sex 
education as a vehicle for social change. The 
final pillar of SIECUS’ strategy is building a 
national movement for sex education—one 
grounded in long-term culture change. SIECUS 
advances this strategy by building cross-
movement coalitions to amplify national 
momentum, developing research-driven 
resources to inform and mobilize advocates 
and the public alike, and reshaping public 
narrative around sex ed through strategic 
media engagement.
  
Over the past year, SIECUS has focused on 
expanding the reach of its two coalitions—
SEPAC and the Sex Ed Coalition—by bringing in 
new partners from aligned movements such as 
HIV prevention, reproductive justice, and public 
health.

SIECUS’ Sex Ed Week of Action is a national 
initiative that supports SEPAC partners to take 
coordinated action in support of quality sex 
education and to reshape public narrative and 
local support around it. This year’s week 
centered on health equity, responding to the 
persistent threats facing public health policy 
across the country. To support this work, 
SIECUS awarded 13 microgrants totaling over 
$10,000 to SEPAC partners. These microgrants 
supported a wide range of activations across 11 
states with partners organizing data collection, 
social media, and in-person activities that 
highlight the need for supportive sex ed policies. 
In Texas and Alabama, partners organized 
advocacy days at their state capitols, bringing 
more than 50 young people to engage in 
legislative advocacy—many for the first time.

New
Partners

6
Microgrants

Awarded

13
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As a result, SIECUS offered technical assistance 
to a new partner, Advocates for Trans Equality, 
in response to federal attacks such as the “Say 
No to Indoctrination Act,” helping ensure sex 
education is defended as part of a broader 
movement for LGBTQIA+ equality and 
reproductive justice.
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SIECUS’ publications drive all three strategic aims—they provide critical data and legislative 
intelligence to advance strong policy and defend against harmful policies, they are used by partners 
far and wide to advance sex ed as part of a broader movement, and they are used by media to 
increase public awareness and reshape the narrative around sex ed. In the past year alone, SIECUS’ 
research has informed over 300 scholarly publications.

Publications
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TAP TO EXPLORE 4
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https://siecus.org/resource/if-then-series-health-equity/
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https://siecus.org/intersex-inclusion-in-sex-education/


1,158 MEDIA MENTIONS
4.3 BILLION GLOBAL REACH

   

Media engagement around sex ed advances public awareness and support, helping to build a 
broader, more diverse movement for sex education. Tap the images below to view these articles that 
feature SIECUS. Visit www.siecus.org/news-updates to follow the latest news!

SIECUS in the News
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https://www.wlrn.org/education/2025-09-09/florida-flunks-sex-ed-in-national-report
https://siecus.org/news-updates/#inthenews
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/texas-gop-gets-creative-in-crusade-against-sex-education-13284750/
https://apnews.com/article/sex-education-gender-curriculum-6cc8e3142b566260dd9af82a0b24ecc2
https://www.k12dive.com/news/growing-number-state-bills-targeting-sex-education-siecus/761609/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/anti-abortion-policy-baby-olivia-videos-shown-in-classrooms
https://www.jezebel.com/gop-lawmaker-tried-to-strip-consent-from-indianas-sex-ed-bill-to-respect-different-thoughts
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/01/29/no-excuse/inadequate-cervical-cancer-prevention-and-care-black-women-united
https://rewirenewsgroup.com/2024/12/23/legislators-are-targeting-sex-education-post-roe-advocates-say-it-will-worsen-childrens-health-outcomes/
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Financials
Fiscal Year 2025

*SIECUS' fiscal year 2025 runs from October 1st, 2024 to September 30th, 2025
All data is preliminary and unaudited

Total Revenue

*SIECUS' fiscal year 2025 runs from October 1st, 2024 to September 30th, 2025
All data is preliminary and unaudited

Total Expenses

Total 
Revenue:
$1,181,901

Total 
Expenses:
$1,181,900
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“The need for SIECUS continues, particularly 
given the current challenges sexuality 
educators and organizations face. To continue, 
SIECUS needs support: mine and yours. That is 
why I have chosen to include SIECUS in my will. 
SIECUS has been instrumental in advancing 
sexual health in so many ways, and I want to do 
my part in assuring that will not end.”
  
Dr. William Yarber first discovered SIECUS 
decades ago when he was a high school health 
teacher showing his class a sexuality education 
film featuring SIECUS founder Dr. Mary 
Calderone. That early inspiration grew into 
decades of research, service, and leadership.  
Bill went on to serve as President of the SIECUS 
Board of Directors and chaired the National 
Guidelines Task Force that created the 
Guidelines for Comprehensive Sexuality 
Education, Kindergarten through 12th Grade, a 
resource now used around the world.    
  
Today, through a gift in his will, Dr. Yarber is 
ensuring that SIECUS’s work advancing sex ed 
policy and research continues to benefit 
generations to come.
  
Learn how you can leave your legacy with 
SIECUS: www.siecus.org/planned-giving

Donate Today
Your gift means we can continue to fight for 
universal access to comprehensive sex ed. 
Consider a monthly gift to help sustain our 
work or ask your employer if they will match 
your contribution to SIECUS.
  

Give Through Your DAF
A donor-advised fund (DAF) makes charitable 
giving easy and flexible. You'll receive an 
immediate tax deduction when you contribute 
to your DAF, and you can recommend a grant 
to SIECUS at any time—now or in the future.
  

Planned Giving
You can help safeguard quality sex ed for 
future generations at no cost to you now by 
leaving an estate gift, such as a bequest or 
other planned gift, and become a member of 
our legacy society, the Culture Shift Circle. If 
you have already included SIECUS in your 
estate plans, please let us know by emailing 
development@siecus.org so that we may 
recognize you as a member.

There are so many ways to support the fight for 
comprehensive, inclusive sex ed. Check out 
different ways below, or visit our new Ways to 
Give portal at www.siecus.org/ways-to-give, 
and explore how you can power SIECUS’ work in 
2026 and beyond.
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JOIN US IN OUR MISSION Donor Spotlight: Ensuring 
Quality Sex Ed for Future 
Generations
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
SIECUS’ work would not be possible without the generous support and partnership of its sponsors, 
funders, and donors. Thank you for powering the policy, advocacy, and coalition-building work behind 
the movement for comprehensive sex ed!

Lovers
Future Method
Maude
Out of Print

Amanda Acc
Marilyn Ackley
Amy Allina
Jeanette Andrews
Jonathan Avery
Carol Balkcom
LeRoy Barnett
Gary Richwald & Sue Bayley
Laurie Bechhofer
Lewis Black
Shirley Blancke
Peter & Elaine Bono
Barry & Joan Boothe
Frederick & Janet Brown
Christine Carey
Michael Carrera
Susan Coale
Jean & Joseph Como
Lawrence & Dolores D'Angelo
Richard Dienstbier
Scott Dyer
Amy & Miles Epstein
Angie Foster-Lawson
Linda McClain & James 
Fleming
Anne Fry 

Inc. Future Method
Irwin Garfinkel
Mark Giese
Matthew Gray
Stephen Grove
Georgia Guida
Betty Lee & Richard Hawks
Karen Hein
Ken Heitel
Sue Hessel
Lorena Hillis
David Holmes
Robert Jacobson
Heidi Johnson
Judith Joseph
Thomas Kalin
Liz Kessler
Raymond Konz-Krzyminski
Luanne Koskinen
Margaret & Lewis Krainin
Will Leland
Adam Levine
Barbara Libove
John Lisker
Margaret Lloyd
Marc Lowenstein
Thomas Marlowe
Joel & Patricia Marx
Steven Mason
W. Mitch Masters
Michael McGee
Barbara Meislin
Weston Milliken
Donna Munoz
Jane Munson
Walter Naegle
Jerrilyn Pease
Wilma Jeanne Perry-Jones
Marianne Phillips
Ronald & Mayda Podell
Sonya Rahders
Dorri Raskin
George Reeke
Martin Rogers
Paul & Edith Rosenblum

Corporate Sponsors

Foundation Sponsors

Collaborative for Gender +
                Reproductive Equity
Charles and Lynn
                Schusterman Family
                Philanthropies
F.M. Kirby Foundation
Goldstone Family
                Foundation
ViiV Healthcare
WestWind Foundation
William and Flora Hewlett
                Foundation
Yen Chuang Foundation

Equity Champions Circle
Monthly sustainers

Remi Beek
Ann-Marie Breaux
Lisa Brush
Lauren Hayes
Raymond Konz-Krzyminski
Rebecca Longarderner
Janie Lovejoy
Callie Simon
Rebecca Smith
Lisa Stone
Marlowe Thomas

Culture Shift Circle
Planned givers

G.C. "Brad" Brafford*
Marilyn Chulock*
Richard Horvitz*
Carmel Kussman*
Ellin London*
Peter Reed*
Peter Sheldon*
Bill Yarber
*  Deceased

Annual Donors
Donors who have given 
for 2+ consecutive years

F Y 2 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T
14



Philip Ross
Jack Sawyer
Bob & Harriet Selverstone
Connie & Eugene Shatz
Linda Skory
Morgan Slusher
Stephanie Morgan & Jacob 
                Smith
Lisa Stone
Frank Vaca
James VanSteel
William Voelkle
Susan & Ned Waldman
Diana Weatherby
Susie Wilson
Kenneth Winer
Theodore Winsberg
Anna James Wipfler
Jerrold Zar
Michael Zuckerman

Lawrence & Dolores D'Angelo
Edwin Deane & Judith
                Leonard
James Dedic
Steven DePaul
Richard Dienstbier
Ruth Doty
Scott Dyer
William Edwards, Jr. 
Frances Edwards
Eric Efron
Miles & Amy Epstein
Marjorie Freeman
Anne Fry
Elaine Furman
Irwin Garfinkel
Lydia Garvey
Mark Giese
C. Gill
Allan Glass
Annette Godow
Eva Goldfarb
Elaine Goldman
Edmund G Good
Richard Goodman
Stephen Grove
Georgia Guida
Amy Hague
Margaret Hall
Gary & Elizabeth Hansen
Stephen & Jane Hardy
James Hartshorn
James Harvey
Karen Hein
Neal Hemmelstein
Judith Herzfeld
Sue Hessel
Sarah Hileman
Curtis Hinckley
Alice Hirschfeld
Roger Hoffman
David Holmes
Michael & Nina Homel
Robert & Carla Horwitz
Richard Howe
Robert Jacobson
Carol Jochnowitz
Heidi Johnson
Judith Joseph
Thomas Kalin
Diane Kelsey
Luanne Koskinen
Robert Krinsky

Will Leland
Adam Levine
Jean Levitan
William Libby
Barbara Libove
John Lisker
Margaret Lloyd
Marc Lowenstein
Morton & Sophia Macht
Thomas Marlowe
Michael Marshall
Joel & Patricia Marx
Steven Mason
William Masters
Sandra Masur
Jeremy Matthews
Peter Mayer
Linda McClain & James 
                Fleming
Michael McGee
Barbara Meislin
Frances Meyer
Heino Meyer-Bahlburg
Weston Milliken
Eileen Moran
Ellen More & Micha Hofri
Charlene Muehlenhard
Jane Munson
Walter Naegle
Judith Norsigian
Jean Oneto
Lisa Oram
Wilma Ormsbee
Jason Osher
Marvin Osman
Harvey & Dorothy Patashnick
Esther Patt
Jerrilyn Pease
Arthur Penn
Wilma Jeanne Perry-Jones
Marianne Phillips
Ronald & Mayda Podell
Vanessa Poster
Frances Pratt
Dorri Raskin
George Reeke
Ira Reiss
Martin Rogers
Paul & Edith Rosenblum
Ken Ross
Stephen Russell & Scott 
                Neeley
Karen & Robert Schaefer

Legacy Donors
Donors who have given 
to SIECUS for 10+ years

Marilyn Ackley
Adam & Rachel Albright
Brian Ashin
Jonathan Avery
Douglas Bailey
Laurie Bechhofer
Lewis Black
Robert Blake, Jr. & Coke
                Blake
Shirley Blancke
Theodore Bolliger
Elaine & Peter Bono
Barry & Joan Boothe
Margot Breckbill
Linda Brock
Frederick & Janet Brown
Lisa Brush
Judith Buechner
Christine Carey
Sandra Caron
Michael Carrera
Leonia Carter
Ralph Chartier
Jonathan Clark
David Newman & Annette 
                Crane
Jean & Joseph Como

F Y 2 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T
15



Erich Schimps
Teresa Schmidt
Victor & Marion Schoenbach
Hank & Frances Schutz
Lisa Schwartz
Bernice Schwartz
Elizabeth Seagull
Bob & Harriet Selverstone
Evelyn Shalom
Connie & Eugene Shatz
Edward Sherman
Marion Siu
Linda Skory
Morgan Slusher

Samuel & Robin Smith
Stanley Snegroff
Patricia Stahl
Barbara Starr
Kenneth Stevens
Lisa Stone
Ronald Tabak
Richard J. & Carol F. Tasca
Judith & Nancy Tax-Wiener
Virginia Taylor
Grant Thompson
Janis Torrey
Amy Unfried
Cornelia Von Allmen

Diana Weatherby
Patricia Whelehan
Beverly & James Whipple
Joseph Whitaker
Christine & Bryan White
Susie Wilson
Kenneth Winer
Theodore Winsberg
Karl Wittig
Terry Wizig
William Yarber
Jerrold Zar
Michael Zuckerman

16



17

https://twitter.com/siecus
https://facebook.com/siecus
https://instagram.com/siecus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/siecus

