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FROM

T HE

EDITOR

THE NET AND THE WEB:
UNLIMITED POTENTIAL TO COMMUNICATE

SEXUALITY ISSUES

wo wonmen at Columbia University—Billie Lindsey

and Judith Stemhare- have forever changed the way
that I look at the Tnternet and the World Wide Web.

Just a few months ago [ was one of those people whao
rarely (and, even then, reluctantly) used my computer to
find information or to talk with people. T used it essentially
as a word processor. Lven though T know that the words
“hep:/ Y www” would lead me o important information
sources, [ was satisfied with traditional methods: newspapers,
magazines, television, and the nearby librarv.

But Billic and Judith changed all that.

[ first met them when they called to suggest an article
on the popular “Go Ask Alice!" Web interactive healch advice
column which they developed and curremtly produce for the
studenes at Columbia University here in New York City. They
thought their story about the success of the column would
mterest the readers of the SIECTS Report and would fit this
issuc’s theme, “Technology in Sexuality Education.”

They sold me—and changed my mind about technolo-
gy—when they said that their columm, which was accessed
(“hit” is the term used by Web site users) only 86 times when
it started in May 1993 now regulatly reaches 1 million people
a month in 58 countries. A milion people! And at minimal
cost to Columbia’s Healthuwise University Iealth Service.

I won't spait their story (on page 12), but T will say Lhat
the enthusiasm and cxcitement with which these two women
produce the “Go Ask Alice!” column i contagious. And |
think that you will be hooked, too, when you realize the full
potennal of the Net and the Web. The thought that all of us
who belicve in the importance of sexuality education can
reach so many people at minimal cost is truly exhilarating,

That message is repeated. in this issue of the SIECLS
Report. You will learn from Sandra Bargainnier at the State
University of New York at Oswego about the equipment
you need for the Net.you'll hear from Dorel Shammon and
Chris Dwver who brought the Net to Planned Parenthood
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Southeastern Pennsylvania...yvou'll hear how Rea Carey uses
computer technology o cousynunicate duily with her
National Youth Advocacy Coalition members nation-
wide. . _and yvou’ll hear from Ralph Tartaglionce, a father of
two who sees the value of the Net for his children ver effec-
tively controls their access to coriain sites.

PROBLEMS TO OVERCOME
As with cverything, there are problems to overcome in
computer technology.

A recurring problem 1s aceess. Many people and organiza-
tions are lefl out of the loop because they don't have the
mency or the skills. In our haste to learn about the Net and
the Weh, we may unintentonally forget about these people
who are not as lucky as we are to have the resources and the
training to benefit from this technology. We must offer 2 hand
{whether i the form of time or money) to those around us
who need help to understand and use the Net and Web.

Another problem i censorship. Danicl 1aley, SIECUS
dirceror of public policy, gives SIECIIS Reporr readers an
cxecilent overview of actions in the past vear designed o
censor informadon on the Net. He warns that there are
imdividuals and organizatdons deterimined to limit such
communication. No doubt, we will see much legislative and
legal action in the coming vear.

MILLIONS WAITING

TO HEAR FROM US
"This issue of the SIRCUS Report is rounded out with reviews
of cight new CI-ROMS and a directory of Wb sites on
sexuality-related issues,

As individuals who understand the importnce of com-
prehensive sexuality education, we have a unique opportu-
nity to reach so many people through the Net and the Wih,
There are literally millions waiting to hear from us. Now is
the time to get started.
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11 1994, for the first time ever, percsonal computers outsolid

tefevisions in the Unired Siafes,

In 1995, emboldened by a new Congressional majority with
a conservative agenda, proponents of abstinence-only  progvasms
throughout the United States intensified efforts fo abolish compre-
hensive sexuality education programs.

These two facts highlight an unparalleled new opportu-
nity for advocates of comprehensive sexuality education: the
delivery of complete, accurate, and accessible informartion
directly to the computer screens of millions of teenagers,
parents, professionals, and other adults via the Internet.

New opportunitics, and change in gencral, arc often
heralded with mixed reaction. This 1s trne for sexual health
educators when it comes to the Tnternet. While some of us
are inspired by its possibilitics, others are overwhelmed by
the technology and confused by the ABCs of the terminolo-
gy (“USENET.) “FTP” and “URL"). Many object to the
hold of computer-based media on the time and energy of
young people. And most of us have questions, sometimes
troubling ones, about the use of the Internet as a vehicle for
sexuality educadon. (For example: “What are young people
cxposed to vis-d-vis sexual images and messages?” “How can
parents and educators exert some influence on voung peo-
ple’s immersion in this ‘medium’?” “How should cducators
respond to campaigns to censor sexuality-related content?”)

These questions and concerns are kmportant and deserve
attention. We should not, htnwe\rer_. allow them to prevent us
from reaching our constitucnts in new and daring ways.

While debating the merits of the Internet (and of com-

puter-based education, entertamment, and communication,

* AL press tipe, arel Shawsron had feft her position ot Planned Pasenthood
of Sontheastern Penneylvania. She is cuvrently working tu the areas of sex-
ual healih and owanizetional develapment.

{Editor’s Note: The anthors worked together at Plansied Parsuthood of
Southeastern Pennsylvastia to tncorporate the Internet fufo the agency’t
cotmmuttications programs. As a restdt of this work, the agency was one of
the fivif fwo TLS, Planned Parenthood affiliates with a Net presence.)
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in general), we must also ask oursclves how to employ this
resource to its fullest, with the ultimate goal of promoting

sexial health.

THE INTERNET
IS A “DATA HIGHWAY™
This article will begin by explaining what the Tnternet
(a.k.a. “the Net,” the global or natienal “information infra-
structure,” “cyberspace,” or, to use 4 much maligned termn,
the “information superhighway™} really means.

In reality, the Internet thereafter called the Net), which
no one owns, s not a real network. It is an absuaction: a
Uvirtual nerwork”™ of tens of thouwsands of interconnected
coraputers that speak a commeon language which allows
them to exchange information quickly and efficiently. As
such, it 15 the working prototype of the global information
wfrastructure ot data highway.

The Net began in the late 19605 as a way to conneet US,
Departient of Defense facilities, umversity research laborato-
T1€es, and defense contracrors in a manner that cowld withstand
nuclear attack. New telecommunications protocols ensurcd
that if a failure occurred in onc part of the systern, traffic
would temporarily route around the damaged segment to 1t
destination. Three decades later, this fundamental princple of
how the Net works continues to frustrace its potential censors.

The “Woild Wide Web,” (hercafter called rhe Hih)
accounting for the fastest-growing portion of the Net's traf-
fic, Is not a real network either, [t is one abstraction on top
of another: an agreement in principle by users of the global
Net to share text, graphics, sound, and video wing certain
standard formars.

The Web generates excitement among cducators because
it provides a simple, flexible way to offer instant access to cur-
riculum materials of varlous media types—including text,
graphics, sound. and video—at the students own discretion
and pace.

In the most practical and urgent terms for sexuality

educators, a student needing information zbout die trans-
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mission and treatment of sexually ansmicted infections
(8TIs) can download a fuct sheet from Planned Parenthood
rather than be forced to accepr a school districts absti-

rience-only preseription as the las. word,

PROMOTING SEXTAL HEALTH
ON THE NET:
TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE
Onc way to cxplore the possibilities for promoting sexual
health through the Net is to ask ourselves: What do we as
sexuality educatory do each day that we can modify or rein-
vent to promote sexual health via the Net? Or, perhaps
even more compelling, what do we as sexuahty educators
do now to promote sexual health thar we could do beticr,
or even maore effectrively, on the Net?
Some existing Ner scxvality education resources are
just scratching the surface in terms of whac they can com-

munigate to different audiencey:

* Planned Parenthood Southeastern Pennsylvania (hup://
wwwibertynet.org/~ppsepa) ofters its publications and
audiovisual catalogs. professional tratning prograrms, and an
cxtensive list of pointers to other sexual health resources
on ihe Net, as well as the only sexuality education library
currently online. From its debut in June 1995 through
February 1996, this site recewved more than 100,000
inquirics, as well as c-mail messages, links, and orders to

purchase publications trom around the world.

» SIECUS (http://wwwsiecus.org) provides information
about ity services, programs, and publicavions. Tt alse con-
tains news about sexuality cducation from numerous other
sources as well as updates on international acuvities tor
users worldwide. Of particular interest, the sitc contams
complete snnotated biblingraphies on sach subjects as child
sexual abuse education, prevention and treatment; current
religious persectives on sexuality; gay and lesbian sexuality;
HIV/AIDS; sexuality and disability; sexvality in middic and
later life; sexuality Issues in popular culiure and the media;

and sexuality resources from around the world.

* Planned Parenthood Federation of America (hitp://
www.ppia.org/ppfal. which went live on the Web in
January 1996, offers practically its entire Communications
Department lbrary of fact sheets, including graphics; it also
provides gencral information abour the contents of the
mational office library and procedures for phoning in an

order for a computer search of the library database.

» The Safer Sex Page (hup://wwwesafersex.org) provides
detailed information on “safer sex” practices, including risk
factors from vartous types of sexual activity, barrier meth-
ods to prevent STDs, information abour contraception,
and a scparatc site that uses “WebChat” technology to

allow an mteractive discussion among visitors to the page.
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The possbiiities for going bevond these resources are
numerous, limited only by our imaginations:

+ Sexuality educators often atternpt to reach parents
through workshops, many on the subject of com-
municating with children about sexuality. This is a
frustrating enterprise because parents are often
too busy cven to go out for an evening.

'lo overcome this obstacle, sexuality cducators could
put their “parcnt cducation kits™ on their organizatons’
homepages with ups for communication, information on
“nornmal stages of sexual development,” common questions
asked by childeen, and suggested responses, bibliographies,

and clips from videos.

+ Professional development often takes place at con-
ferences and workshops. The fees for such pro-
grams often deter financially strapped systems.

Orgalﬁmtions could mect some of the professional
development needs of teachers, healih educatars, medical
professionals, and others who work with at-risk clients by
posting tips for program implementation; providing up-to-
date informarion about ropics such as contraception, sexual
assault, and HIV/AIDS: and developing networking, oppor-

tunities through chat rooms, forums, or newsgroups.

» Organizations promoting sexual health have tradi-
tionally had to rely on the interests of journalists,
reporters, and produocers to give voice to their
perspectives. Too often the content and point of
view is defined by the sponsor rather than by the

sexual health professional.

Via the Net, sexuality educators could conduct static or
interactive interviews to cducate the public about scxual
health without sccond-party fitering,

» Discussions about sexuality eduncation (what it is,
how it is implemented, what is defined as high
quality) currently occur in professional work-
shops, journals, and conferences, limiting the dis-
course to a very small community of believers
(and the staunchly opposed).

Defimtions of “comprehenave” sexuality education,
crafted for the layperson and broadeast on the Net, could
erhance community understanding of the philosephical
foundation of a sexuality educator’s work. This would pro-
vide practitioners with an opportunity to communicatc
direcdy with the public about this increasingly politicized
subject, thereby influencing public policy.

THE NET IS
REDEFINING COMMUNITY
Central to the Net’ impact on the worle of sexual health edu-
cators is how it is redefining what we mean by “community”

Educators, activists, and cinzens are interacting daily, cven
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hourly, with their counterparts in scores of other nations on
the Net. This new conumunity means that national organiza-
tions wilh reglonal, state, and local affibates will need to come
to clearer consensus on both philosophical and practical ssues.

A Planned Parenthood affiliate, for cxample, may empha-
size or de-emphasize cortain aspects of sexuality education
based on percelved “commumty standards,” only to find that
members of “then™ community are mrning on their comput-
ers and tuning in to the national office, to another Planned
Parcnthood affiliate, or to another organization to learn more.

At the same time, local and regional social service agen-
cies will, through the Net, attract constituents from their ovwn
comrtumty who never would have discovered or interacted
with them otherwise. (For example, Planned Parenthood
Southcastern Pennsylvania mailed 15 copies of its Audio-
Visual Resource Caialog in Tebruary 1996 That same month,
130 people viewed the catalog on the Net. These individuals,
by virtue of “surfing” thc Net, becamne potentiul consumers
of Planned Parenthood’ sexual health cducation message.)

The definition of community is alse impacted by ques-
tions of access. At Planned Parenthood Southeastern
Pennsylvania, 68 percent of the dlivtiele ure at or below the
federally defined poverty level. Will we reach those who
have the greatest need for sexual health information via the
data highway? Are those who are most “at risk™ in their
communities also those who surf the Net?

While it is truc that, today, those with the greatest need
for information are disproportionately excluded from what
the Net has to offer, this will change rapidly over the nesxt fow
vears. As phones incorporate e-mail capabilities, and televisions
deliver content from Web sites at a thousand times the speed
of current modems, the hardware aspect of todav’s “access
debate™ will disappear. Even now, the price of monthly Net
access has dropped to half the cost of monthly cable television.

Whether through donated equipment to schools and
libraries today, or through information appliances in many
homes tomorrow, the Net will become accessible to the
general populaton m ways only now imagined. The Net
provides us with an unprecedented opportumty to make
hfe-enhancing information available to as many people as

humanly {or technically} possible.

ETHICAL AND
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCERNS
Strategizing specific ways to apply sexuality education mod-
els to the Net Is only onc challenge, and perhaps one of the
simpler challenges. There are also many cthical and philo-
sophical concerns that sexuality educators need to address.

For cxample:

* What role should educators play in the growing move-
ment toward censorship of “sexually explicit” or “porne-

graphic” information on the Net?

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1996

- ]IOW can cducatori SLlppO.’Ct pal‘ents COI]CCI'I]Cd 'c'lbDth
their children’s access to sexually cxplicit materials on the
Net, while also providing themn with the tools to help
their children navigate this new resource? How is this
different from, or similar to, work in promoting critical
thinking skills for mediaf

* How do we address concerns about confidentiality and
privacy for people asking questions via e-mmail, particular-
ly the real risk that a message may be read by an unin-
tended recipient, and the perception by some computer
wscrs thar their activities are being logged in even more
detail than chey actually are?

* Since sexuality education can involve providing general
medical information, how can we as sexuality educators
ensure that computer-based information is commumnicat-
cd and understood completely, while at the samc time

being careful not to “give medical advice™?

» llow can we develop ways to interact with Net users that
arc as meaningful m their own way as face-to-face contact?
Particularly given that people may ask questions through
e-mail to maintain ananymity, can we develop “self-serve”
resources that will have a similar impact and uriity?

Implicit in these ethical gquestions is that they are being
answered overy day, in sometimes pernicious ways. In carly

February, Congress passed and the President signed a new

commumecations law: It has three provisions that have a spe-

cific ieupact on the work of sexnality educators:

* a general prohibiton on transmitting “indecent” material
to minors over the Net, as part of an amendment to the
law entitled the “Communications Decency Act™ (CDA);

* a proscription on sending to minors descriptions or
deplctions of sexual or cxcretory organs or activities that
arc “patently offensive by contemporary community stan-
dards” across online networks, also as part of the CDA;

* an expansion (Lo encorpass the Net and other interactive
computer media) of a provision of the notorious 1373
“Comstock Act™ (used to prosecute Planned Parenthood
founder Margaret Sanger}, which forbade communicating
through printed media, phone, or mail information about
performing or obtaining an abortgon.

All three provisions are currently the subject of litigation
in federal court and are, therefore, not enforceable as law: The

?

“indecency”™ and “patently offensive” speech provisions were
declared uncanstitutional and enjoined by special three—judge
courts in Philadelphia and New York. I'he Justice Department
has appealed these decisions to the Supreme Court.

Despite these viclories, many states have passed ot will
pass laws resembling these provisions inevitably chilling
speech as onhine content developers and service providers

choose selfcensorship.
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'The courts have not vet addressed the abortion speech
provision. The Justice Departinent says rthis provision is
unconstitutional and will not cnforce it. Tt could, however,
change its mind at any time.

The CDA, the result of political dealing, had a perhaps
unaniicipated impact on the Net both before and after pas-
sage. Homepages went dark in protest; advocacy groups held
online petition drives; and numerous Net users defied the law
by broadcasting not only comedian George Carhin’s “seven
dirty words.” but the address and phone number of local
Planned Parenthood affiliates and the 800/230-PLAN wcle-
phone number for Planmed Parenthood clinics nationmwade.

In another important development for sexuality educa-
tors, the major online services are now incorporating filter-
ing software at the urging of frightened parents {as well as
those with political agendas). Such filters prevent the view-
ing of an cncrypted list of “bad” sites. Although the manu-
facturers of the software claim good intentions, one need
only lock at the past impact of such cfforts to sce firsthand
censorship’s unintended results.

In ore well-publicized case, America Online’s ban of
the word breast shut down breast cancer survivor groups,
‘Then CompuServe Information Service closed off worldiwide
access to gay aml lesbian groups as part of a ban on sexually
explicit groupsafter a mere inquiry from a local prosceutor
in Bavaria, Germany —cutting off thosc who are most in
need of connection.

To evaluare the implications of “parental controls™ or
softwarc  filters, Planned Tarenthood Southeastern
Pennsylvania ran its homepage through a Web site called the
“Black Thursday Machine™ designed to simulate popular fil-

tering technologies. The site was rendered nonsensical: Not
only did the filters censor every occurrence of the word sex,
but every oceurrence of the word feen as well. And, hearten-
ing or disquicting {depending on vour point of view), there
is a special butron inside snch filtering software thac lets the
user e-mail the vendor with suggestons for additional

banned sites.

THE NET HELPS US REACH GOALS
Clearly, we cannot abandon traditional channels in favor of
digital technology. Computer-based tools will never take
the place of a sensitive, highly skilled, and caring scxual
health educator.

The Net does, however, provide us with a powertul and
challenging tool which, when channcled appropriately, can
help us reach our goals in ways we never dreamed possible.
We need to see the capaciiy for both good and harm and o
recoghize the opportumty to define the possibilides and
paramcters. We nmst also remember that this opportunity
creates a void: if we don’t fill it, someonc else will. And that
someone might not share the philosophy of comprehensive
scxuality education,

'T'he Nee is a reality of life today. We can try o ignore
it, or we can begin to think creadvely about its Timitations
and possibilitics, We can challenge ourselves, and those we
aim to cducate, to use this resource as a way o think crid-
cally abont some of the most significant issucs of our G

We need only to open our minds—to bring to bear
our collective skills, knowledge, and creativity  and through
the Nct we can help our communites lead healthier and

more productive lives.

D(’cunbcr I 199(5..
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Sandra Bargalnnler
: o ‘Health Science and
T_h:_e_ _S___t:_a:t:e.-p_nlv.er_5|t.y of

0’ wego,

Even though sexuiht) 111t0r111.1t1(m ahouneds on thC‘ INet,

mary sexuality c‘dumtorx m: Just Icu’nmg th.L‘C 'md hotw
to gt started.

With four basic” 1te1ns——a computer, 3 modem, a
phone, -and -an Tnternet Scrvicc Provider- {1SP)—they will
find it easy to talk: Wlth othcr mdlwdﬂals and groups arxd
find facts and, ﬁgur :

Bldtt‘d ‘tox-their Work

.As soon as sc
- puter. to - thet

::lmséfs. type dial
ple-to tilk: ¢

chscussmns or mt.ssagcs Ecom a ngroup Caﬂcd chat. gmups
by seme n.mmml cammercialservice pm‘\ndcrs newsgroupe'
are informal g,roups of clcctromc maif with predetermined
headers such’a$ “sci.med.aids”. Users can voice their opin-
ions, share lde&s and discuss @ vartety of topics.

Listservs are similar to newsgroups in that the group dis-

cusses a certain topic. They differ from newsgroups in that a
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GETTING STARTED ON TH '

lmé'( tcd thclr <0m—'

http:/ /wwwsaf 's'éx.ozrg h

Physac

NY

-CI Process dlat__nbul:;_, the Illcssagc to ali subscnbers via c—maﬁ. _
One listgéry .at \iew Yc';rk U'zﬁ\;er"sity is titled MAP‘%S‘E

‘1‘HA"1 S IT
That’ it! With this mform.mon a sexuality educator can use
the Net to communicate and to find information on sexuality
issucs.
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BETWIXT AND B
AN ORGANIZATION
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National Youth
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EEN:
ATIONSHIP
CATIONS

ETW
S REL

Carey

Executive

Director

Advocacy Coalition

Washington, DC

¢ he National Youth Advocacy Coalition (NYAC),
sponsored by the Hetrick-Martin Institute and based

in Washington, 1YC, addresses public policy 1ssues related to
gay, lesbian, biscxual, and transgendered (GLBT} youth
through the collaboration of a broad spectrum of national
and community-based organizations. Tt also provides infor-
mation, resources, and assistance to GLBT vouch and their
adult allics nationwide

The over 100 gay-specific and non-gay, mainstream
NYAC participating organizations from across the country
wotk to end discrimination against GLBT vouth and to
ensurc their physical and emodonal well-being.

NYACS vovage onto, and relationship with, the Net
mirrors that of other small-to-medinm-sized organizations.
In the realm of Net invelvement, NYAC finds itself betwixt
and between: We have an e-muil address bur no Web page;
the speed and low cost of online communication is effi-
cient, but only one-third of NYAC's participating organiza-
tions are online (and only a handfiil have Web pagres); access
to the Net is time-saving in some ways and creates more
work for staff in others; and online cornmunication brings
NYAC closer to some youth advocates and may create a
distancing cffect from others.

INTERNAL COMMUNICATION
As an internal communication ool the coalition has used
c-muil to send out and receive information with small com-
mittces and with the coalition as a whole. NYAC staff
¢heck e-mail ence or vwice a day and send or forward pub-
lic policy and advocacy information to coalition members
on a daly basis.

Internal/ Individuals, INYAC staff have found e-mail a pro-
ducnve way to work on ongoing projects with the coalition’s
leadership and representatives from participating organiza-
tions. For example, as we develop NYAC grants, the entire
text s easily sent to people for comments. Changes are
incorporated without ever touching a mece of paper.

Internal / Committees. NYAC is able to send information to
its Public Policy, Regional 1Jevelopment, and Youth
Teadership Working Groups with a few mouse strokes.
However, not all comumittece memibers have e-mail and staff

8 SITFCHUS RFEPORT

often has to send a broadeast fax (and sometimes a letter!) to
cominittee members to make sure the word gets out.

Every few maonths, somcone will suggest that NYAC
supplant costly conference calls with low-cost online “chat
room’ conferences. Although this option would save money,
not everyone has access to a computer with a modem and an
e-mail address, Tn addition, it is awkward to carry on a sub-
stantive online conversation among 12 people. The conversa-
tion turns into a hst of “sound byte” statemenss popping up
on a quiet screen and personalines all but disappear. The con-
versational clements that are so critical to understanding one
another are completely lost—intonation, eotion, and tent.

Tuternal /Faull Coalition. NYAC uscs ¢-muail to send ont
public policy Action Alerts, funding opportunities, legisla-
tve updates, conltrence announcements, and other items of
interest to the third of our participating organizations with
access to e-mail. We abo forward GLBT youth-related
information sent to us by other organizations fa type of
professional chain letter).

While ¢-mail is a quick way to send out information to
a sub—set of the coahnon, as with other modes of communi-
cation (phone, fax, and “snail mail™), some individuals and
organizations arc more comfortable using c-mail on a regu-
lar basis than others. Using e-mail is a habit. If che intended
recipient of your message is not in the habit of checking
messages, then it does not marter how efficient you are at
disserminating information.

EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION

Cn a daily basis, NYAC uses e-mail to communicate with
individuals and organizations not directly mvolved in the
coalition. Staff receives and answers requests for informa-
tion, reccives regular e-mail from GLBT vouth advocates
from across the country, and often receives rarndomn items of
mterest that may or may not have a clear connection to
GLBT vyouth {junk e-mail). In addition, NYAC “subscribes”
o a few e-mail services through which it reccives press
relcases and newsclips.

The use of e-mail and the Net has created a hvper-
word-of-mouth world. Tor better or worse, the Informagon
sent out over the Net and through e-mail often takes on a
life of its own. Over a period of two days, NYAC may send
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out an Action Alerl Lo its participaling organizations. A
number of them re-post the information to their e-mail lists,

who then re-post the Alere, and NYAC receives its original

Alert back wenfold from people who think it may be of

interest to the coalition!

E-MAIL COMMUNICATION

Irr adeition to day-to~day communication, NYAC has nsed
e-rnail and the Net on two notable occasions. In both
instances, online communication contributed to the ability
of youth and their advacates to have thcir voices heand.
Youth Stories Project. In eatly 1995, NYAC began its Youth
Stories Project which collects the writings of GLBT young
people about their expericoces in schools, families, and
cominutities. Their stories are then wsed to educate
Members of Congress, the Administration and other deci-
sion-makers about the dav-to-day realides of GLBT vouth.
Out of the 100-plus lewers received from voung people
documenting thetr lives, NYAC created a number of cduca-
tional quete sheers including “Voices of Our Nalion’s
Youth” and “Volces of Our Nation’s Students.”

Congressional Hearing on “Parents, Schools and Values.”
NYAC realized the full potential of the Net and online
communication as an advocacy tool last fall. For alinost a
year, the Reverend Tou Sheldon of the 'lraditional Values
Coalitdon had sought a Congressional hearing as a foram for
his views on HIV/AIDS education and “homosexuality in
the schools.” The hearing, *Parents, Schools and Values,” was
announced a week and a half before it was to ke place.

Iimmediately, NYAC, i partnership with other national
organizations, sent out Acuon Alerts over the Net by fax and
by “snail” mail. The Action Alerts were re-posted on a number
of Web sites frequented by GLBT youtl. These young people
and their advocates were quick to respond by flooding ULS.
Rep. Peter Hockstra (R-MF} and his subcommittee holding
the hearimg with calls of concern. NYAC vsed the Net again
during and after the hearmg to encourage youth, teachers,
parcnts, and scrvice providers to send in written testirmony for
the Congressional Record of the hearing. NYAC received
copies of testimony from vouth and adults via. c-mail.

While it is unknown how many people learned of the
hearing and took action as a result of e-mail Action Aleres, it
became guite clear dat the New s un efficient advocacy tool

in getting the word out about antigay Congressional activity.

ADVANTAGES OF
ONLINE COMMUNICATION
For many GLBT voung people, communicating via c-mail
and online is a Lfesaver. In fact, cyber friends may provide a
rare sense of comrnunity for a young person who 1 other-
wise alone. Lhis is particulatly true for rural and small-town
vouth where there are no support scrvices available,
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For other yvouth, the Net goes above and beyond hasic
support. Web pages and other enline services created by and
for voung people provide an opportunity for them to
express thelr creativity through the writing and graphics of
online ‘zines. Stll others use the Net as an activist tool to
exchange strategies, organize politically, and call attention to
national issucs affccting their lves.

For youth who have access to computers with modems
through their schools or familics, online commmunication 1is
free or relatively incxpensive. E-mal 1s also convenient. As
NYAC has found out, e-mail 1s sometunes a botter alterna—
tive to plaving endless games of phone tag.

DISADVANTAGES OF
ONLINE COMMUNICATION
The biggest barrier to online communication is access.
Access, aceess, access, For young people who do not know
where they will be sleeping that night or where their next
meal will be come from, driving around on the Net’s supcr-
highway is Likely a distant privilege.

[ addition, many organizatdons or commumty-based
groups providing support services for GLBT youth have
budgets of less than a few thousand dollars. Organizations
with larger budgets may prioritize their spending decisions
to focus on basic human needs long before they sec up a
computer center for their voung constituents.

Even if voung people arc able to access a4 computer (at
a local cvber cafe, for example) they may not be able to take
advantage of all the Net has to ofter. Although designers of
Web pages and online services have created fairly self
cxplanatory graphics, using the Net requires that a person
be computer literate.

As national and local oreanizations make decisions

about how they will use online commumicanon, they will
need to be aware of who 1s being left out and o take into
consideration the limitations of such a sophisticated and

expensive technology

CONCLUSION
Online technology has the potential to be one of the most
powerful advocacy tools for GLBT vyouth and their allies.
Our coalition can organize individuals and organizations in
ways it never dreamed possible; ic can distribute cnorimous
quantities of information on public policy issues; and it can
create communtities for young people in need.

However, the NYAC coalition must not &l into the
trap of thinking that the Net can replace face-to-face com-
munication; a comumunity-based rap group for vouth; or the
power of a voung person walking into the office of a
Member of Congress to talk about his or her life. The Net
15 not a panacea but a part of onr effore to create a safer

world for the GLBT vyouth we serve.
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KIDS
WHAT PARENTS C
TH

here is concern that children who use the Net are
fexposed o obscene language, molestation, harassment,
and inappropriate material of a sexual or violent nature.

There 13 also an ongoing debate about the role of par-
ents, the government, the service providers, and others
involved in this new technology in protecung children from
the negative aspects of such online scrvices.

As a result, the tclevision indusitry, online service
providers, software developers, and citizens groups are offering
solutions, suggestions, and educational materials to parents.

This article will make SIECUS Report readers aware of
these services and explore ways to safely and effectively uti-

lize them.

TV’'S UPCOMING CONTROLS

In addition to deregulating the television industry, the
Telecommumecations Reform Act will require a V-Chip on
all television scls manufactured after a still-to-be-dceter-
mined datc (no catlier than 1998). This chip, based on a
newly created ratings systern {also in development), will
allow parents to block television shows which they feel are
inappropriate tor children. For now, parents can buy televi-
sion scts or use satellite receivers with blocking devices to
control the channels that children watch.

ONLINE SERVICE CONTRQLS

Most of the online material accessible to children is benign,

educational, and, quitc often, fun. The major scrvices
mcluding America Online (AQOL), CompuServe, and
Prodigy—uacknowledge, however, that children run the risk
of negative experiences.

All of the major online services currently offer built-in
parental controls for chaf rooms, newsgroups, and downloads,

Chat rooms are so-called “rooms” where people can
“chat” with other online users. Individuals can send instant
messages ta each other, can interrupt ongoing conversations
between two or more users, and can even meet in “private
rooms” to talk with like-minded users. Rooms are siniply
areas designated by the service to cater to specific topics. Yet,
48 any savvy uscr knows, they arc not all that private. A per-
son can create a name for a “private room” and then abrupt-
ly find hinself/herself in a room of someone else’s making,

Nesgroups are similar to message boards. Many are not
monitored and could contam information inappropriate for
children. Parents have several options. They can block all
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EIR CHILDREN F
Ralph Tartaglione,

newsgroups; block specific newsgroups; restrict access to
newsgroups containing certain words (such as sex), or block
the downloading of files (snce many newsgroups offer
unrcgulated graphics, sounds, ammation, and photographs).

Dawnloading is stmilar 1o copying a floppy disk onto a
hard drive. In the case of an online service, files from the ser-
vice are sent by phone lings to a personal computer (PC),

Controls for AOL Users. AOL provides parents with the
option of creating master accounts for themselves and sub-
accounts for therr children and other familv members. This
allows them to restrict access on sub-accounts. Parents also
have the option of blocking software from all AQOL libraries
as well as the transfer of files from other sites.

Controls for CosmpuServe Users. CompuScrve offers similar
controls. It recently introduccd a fearwre called “Wow!”
which screens and blocks inappropriate or undesirable
material on the Net and the Web and which blocks all e-
mail until it is reviewed by parents. An access code 15 avail-
able for parents to deactivate “Wow!” when thev want to

use the computer,

Controls for Prodigy Users. Prodigy also offers similar con-
trols. Parents can set up a Master User ID (with the
Primary User 112 ending in the letter A). They can then
establish six other User IDs (each ending in another letter
of the alphaber) and set access codes for cach letter. Prodigy
allows parents to restrict access to chat rooms, c-muail, and
the Net.

OTHER SOFTWARE CONTROLS
There are several software programs that allow parents to tai-
lor what they receive through online services. These include
CyberPavol, Pavenial Cuidance, SufWatch, and  CyherSiner.
Prices range from $39 upward.

CybeyPatrol (WWIWEB City, Inc.) provides:

+ Automatic blocking of access to specified Net sites.

* A researched Net site list—called CyberNOT—contain-
ing material that parcnts may find objectionable. (A
six-mionth subseription comges with the purchasc of the
software.)

* Access restrictions during personally determined tfimes of
the day and persomally determined lengths of time.

* Control over the use of local applications.
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Parental Guidance and Parental Guidance Beta (Providence
Systets, Tnc.} provides:

* Access to a data base of acceptable sites.

» Blocks to sexually expheit and inappropriate materials.
= Alist of safe sites for children.

SurfWatch (Susfiwatch Software, Inc.) provides:

* Blocks to specified Web and Net sites.

+ Screening for newsgroups with sexually cxplicit material.
» Automatic snbscription updates to a list of blocked sites.

» Custornized lists of blocked sites upon request.

CyberSitter (Solid Oak Softtware, Inc.) provides:

* Blocks to defined areas.

» Alerts to parcnts when children access these defined areas.

= Analysis of all Net activity.

» A list of objectionable sites.

+ Parental restrictions to chat rooms, newsgroups, and uscr-
defined objectional phrases.

= Free updares for filter files.

GENERAL PARENTAL GUIDELINES
Inn an effort to assist parents, many online scrvices are offer-
ing sclf-developed guidelines. Some have even created clec-
tronic bulletin boards where users can provide suggestions.
AOLS guidclines include:

* Responding to any notice of Tvms of Service violation.

+ Terminating accoungs of individuals who participate in
illegral or unethical activities.

+ Refraining from monitoning private communications
{such monitoring is Mlegal) but taking action in the event
of a reported infringeinent.

* Encouraging caution when using the system and remind-
g members to exercise discretion and supervision when
permitting children to access the Net.

» Encouraging parents to take active roles in their children’s
uwse of online services,

* Providing tips for children vsing online services.

A group of professionals—including  publishers,
telecommunications companies, online scrvice providers,
softwarc firms and the Ner—are currently developing a
labeling and selection platform—"Platform for Internet
Content Selection™ (PICS)—to allow users wotldwide to
selectively control online content.

Two chld welfare organizations—the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children and the Interactive
Services Association—recently published a gude aded Child
Safety o the Tnformaiion [ lighway.!

The guide outlines the benefits of online services,
describes the major mnisks to children, addresses ways parerts
can reduce these risks, and explains ways parents can cducate
themselves about key issues. It is free and 1 available at pub-
lic libraries.
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Child Safety on the Inforsmation Highway also contains a

tear-off page which parents may want to post next to the

computer to remind their children of what w do—und

what not to do --to protect themselves while online, Tt says:

* I wall not give out personal information such as my
address, telephone number, parents” work address, tele-
phone number, or the name and location of my school
without my parents’ permuission.

* T wall tell my parents right away i I come across any
mformation that makes me fecl uncomfortable.

» 1 will never agree to get together with someonc T meet
online without first checking with my parents. If Iy par-
ents agree to the mecting, I will be sure that 1t 15 in 2
prshlic place and bring my mother and father along.

» T will never send a person my picture or anything else
without first checking with my parents.

» [ will not respond to any messages that are mecan or in
any way make me feel uncomfortable. It is not my faule if
T get a mwssage like that If 1 do, T will tell my parents
right away so that they can contact the online scrvice.

+ I will talk with my parents so that we can set up rules
for going online. We will decide upon the time of day
that | can be online, the length of time T can be online,
and appropriate arcas for me to visit. | will not access

other areas or break these rules without their permission.!

CONCLUSION
Cyberspace offers children the potential for fun, exciting,
and educational experiences unthinkable a few vears age.

To optinmize the positive aspects of this technology and to
maineain freedom of information, organizations are offering a
wealth of services, products, and advice to parents on how to
protect children exploring these information highways.

It 15, however, the parents themsclves who must take the
time to understand the technology and the role they must
play in monitoring its use. It is only in this way that they will
prevent abuse and regative experiences. To do this, parents
must commuricate directhy with their children to acknowl-
cdge the risks thar exist in this lechnology, 1o caplain how to
reduce these risks, and to set up ground rulces, based on the
family’s personal values and belief systems.

In an cra when the mmpersonalization of technology is
tuking hold at an alavming pace, parents have a unique
opportunity to talk with theit children about important issues
and to positively influence them as they grow into adults.

REFERENCE

1.1 T Magid, Child Safety ou the Informatinn Tlighway (Arlingron,
VA Nurional Center tor Missing and Exploited Children, 19947,

Ralph Tartaglione, M.PLL, is the father of tea children who keep
hins on his foes vegarding compuier fechnology and cyberspate.
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"GO ASK ALICE!"”

ANSWERS HEALTH-RELATED Q
FOR MILLIONS ON THE

Billie J. Lindsey, Ed.D.,Director

Judith E

Steinhart,

Health Educator

Healthwise University Health Service

Columbia

University

New York, NY

hen Columbia Unnversity’s Healtfuvise staft created *Go

Ask Alice!™ three vears ago, they had no idea that this
Web-ineractive health advice column would ultimately reach
millions of people 1n more than 50 countries. That amazing

number demonstrates the powerful role thar technology

plays—uand will continue to play—in rcaching people around
the globe on important health-related topics such as sexuality.

“ALICE!” IS BORN
The idea for "Go Ask Alice!” was born in May 1993 when
the university’s Healthugrse staff met one Monday morning
to brainstorim ways to usc the Net technology noewly avail-
able to residence hall students at Columbia.

Soon after that meeting, a staff’ member worked with
computer experts to meet Net requirements for this interac-
tive question-and-answer service. A no-frills, typewritten ver-
ston of “Go Ask Alice!” appeared in August on Columbianet.
Farly the next year, 2 Healthwise student intern developed a

e

dressy” graphic design that still exists today.

EXPANSION OF HEALTHWISE
Ileatthugise has a broad mission of helping students with such
personal lealth 1ssues as stess and ume management, nutri-
tion and fitness, alcohol and other drugs, sexuality and sexu-
al health, sclf-awarcness and sclf-cstcem, sexual assault,
asscrtivencss, and healthy relationships.

Unitil the creation of “Alice!)” the staff primarily accom-
plished this mission through seminars, one-on-one educa-
tion, newsletters, pamnphlets, and awareness campaigns.

The colmnn started senall—with 86 stucents reading
“Alice!” the first month. The nambers grew to over 1,200
readers per month by the end of dhe 1993-94 academic vear.
The truly dramatic increase took place when “Alice!” went on
the Web the next school year. As a result of links w other sites,

“Alice!” 15 now accessed over a mmillion fimes a month,

HONEST ANSWERS WITH HUMOR
Tiven though the Web site facilitated the ininal popularity of
“Alicel)” it is its conrene that reccives kudos. Fveryone praises
s work in answering real gquestdons from real people with

frankness, honesty, sensitivity, and, ves, a semse of humor,
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Evervone also acknowledges that a key clement of the
success of "Alice!” is its anonymity and its credibility. Many
come to “Alice!” because they do not want to talk to their

friends or even to thewr doctors because of the subject matter.

HOW “ALICE!” WORKS
“Alice!” receives over 200 new questons a week. Five stafl
members read the questions and cach pick two they will
answer that weck, They make cvery cffert to balance the
health-care categories and to focus on the needs of college
students in keeping with the mission of Healthawise,

Staff discuss their questions at Monday morning staff
mectings. This gives them the opportunity to make certain
they are not duplicating efforts. They answer the questions
by Thursday and give them to the Healthwise director to
review and cdit before they are put on the Web. Medical
professionals in the University Health Service also provide
assistance, although they will not offer diagnoses or sccond
opinions.

Because “Alice!” was developed for college students, 1t
is not surprising that its sexual health and relationships sce-
tions arc the most popular. On certain weeks 2,000 to 4,000
ndviduals look at the new questions relating to sexuality.
In contrast, 2 general health question will have 204 to 250
recaders (or “hits.”)

The questions on sexuality are so frequent and the
readers so numerous that the Flealthwise stafl recently decid-
ed to divide 1ts “Sexual Llcalth and Relatonships™ category
:ll'lt(') tl']]'l:t: niare PTCI’..’iSt‘. (.'thCg()l'iCS ﬁJT ﬁasi(ﬂ" Tﬁﬁfrcﬂcc ﬂ.nd
accessiblity: “Sexual Health” (including STTs and contra-
ception); “Sexuality™ (anatomy, physiology, and human sexu-

al response), and “Relationships.”

CONCLUSION
The saccess of “Alice!” 1% indicative of people nceding a
convenient, credible, and trusted source to ask scnsitive
health-related questions. The staff works passionately to pro-
vide a3 much compassionate, understanding, nonjudgmen-
tal, and accurate, up-to-date information as possible.
“Ga Ask Alice!” is accessed on the web at this address:

http:/ /www.columbia.edu/cu/healthwise
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POLICY

WAT CH

“"INTERRUPTING THE CONVERSATION":
STRIPPING SEXUALITY FROM
MODERN COMMUNICATION
Daniel Daley
SIECUS Director f Public Policy

“he burgeoning Ner has resurrecied old ghosts of
+ censorship.I'he Flayes Board, the Comstock Act, and
the Legion of Decency have all virtually retwned from
their places in history and onto the computer screen.
Moving quickly to wy to strip expressions of sexuality
from this form of mass commumication, opponents of free
speech on sexuality issues were instrumental carlicr this vear
in the passaze of the Communications Decency Act (CDA),
wlhich was part of the Telecommunications Reform Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-104). Under the guise of protecting
young people from cxploitation and accidental cxposure to
adult sexual material, the provisions of the CDA went
bevond safeguarding children to become an encroachment

on First Amendment-protected free speech.

THE LEGISLATION

The CDA is only part of a broad new cffort to update laws
applying to the telecommunications industry. ‘The broader
bill, among other things, eliminates barriers between local
long-distance wlephone companies and cases regulaidons on
cable tclevision firms and media companies. In short, the
legislation addresses how these companies do business in the
context of the current generation of technology.

Lawrmakers, however, made certain that the retorm of the
telecormmumicadon mdustry involved more than broademng
the way they do business. Congress wanted these media com-
panics to reform the content of their product—especially
content related to violence and to sexuality. New provisions

that apply to the television and cable industrics include:

* companies face a $250,000 to §500,000 fine for transmit-

ting obscene material over cable systems;

o cable, wireless cable, and other mmltichannel video ser-
vices must scramble or block the audio and video por-

tions of their adult channcls:

* cable operators can drop any prograin from a channel
reserved for public access, schools, or local government if

the program contains obscenity. indeceney, or nudity;

« new televisions with screens 13 inches or greater must,

at a specified future date, contain the V-Chip (a2 comput-
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er chip that would cnable parenes o block corrin pro-
gramming they fecl is inappropriate for their family
viewing); and

» the television industry has until February 1997 to voluntar-
ily develop its own program ratings for violent, sexual, or
indecent content and must communicate the ratings to
viewers, otherwise the Tederat Communicatons Cormmis-
sion (FCC) will develop and enforce its own ratings.'

By far the most controversial revision in the telecom-
munications bill has to do with the broadening of prohibi-
tions on obscene communication over phone lines to
mclude computer use.

Prevaously, conununication law banned the dehberate
phone ransmission of obscence matcrial to annoy, abuse,
threaten, or harass individuals, With the new bill, these laws
extentd to all methods of telecommunicanon. In addition,
existing federal faws against importing obscene material or
transporting such matcrial across state lines for sale or distri-
bution now apply to computer-transinitted materials.,

The law bans the use of the Ner and the Web to know-
ingly sending indecent material {that which depicts or
describes sexual or excretory activitles or body parts in a
patently offensive way as judged by community standards)
to a ninor or to display such material in such a way that a
minor might view it

The term indecency does not contain cxceptions for
material with serious value without prurient appeal.
{Without this exception even educational postings that deal
with sexual 1ssues-~such as the SIECUS Web site—arc sus-
pect.) Computer network systems that knowingly allow
such “indecent” postings are liable. The computer network
decency standards of state and local governments are pre-
empted by this new federal law

Rep. James Exon (I>-NF). onc of the originators of the
CDA, claims that communicanons reform is necessary to
protect children under 18 vears of age from aceess o
pornography on the New. However, many of the provisions
protecting munors akready exist as some form of federal law
For example, online pornography is already subjeet to crim-

mal prosecution under cxisting obscenity law:
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+ 18 US.C., Sections 1463, 2252 and 2424{1) prohibit the
distributionn over computer networks of obscene and
other pornographic materials barmful to mmnors.

+ 18 U.S.C, Scction 2252 alse prohibits the illegal solicita-

tion of a minor by way of a computer network.

+ 18 UIS.CL, Section 2423(b) bars the illegal luring of a minor
into sexual activity through computer conversations.

[ncluded in the indecency provisions of the legislation is
an updated version of the 1873 Comstock Act, which bans
the importation of, or interstate commerce in, “any drug,
medicine, article or thing designed, adapted, or intended for
producing abortion, or any indccent or immoral use; or any
written or printed card, letter, circular, book, pamphlet,
adverdsement, or notice” showing how to obtain abortion
materials. (The Comstock Act was used in 1914 to arrest
reproductive and sexual health pionect Margaret Sanger on
mdecency charges for disseminating scxuality informarion
regarding contraception.}

Rep. Henry Hyvde (R-IL) was responsible for adding
this restriction on abortion information, which opponents
refer to as an “onling gag rule” Rep. Hyde wserted the pro-
vision outlawing the electronic disseminadon of abortion
information “designed, adapted, or intended for producing
abortion or for any indecent or immmoral usc; or any...
notice of any kind giving informadon, directdy or indirectly,
where, how, or of whom, or by what means any such men-
tioned article, matter, or things may be obtained or made...”

The Telecomumunications Reform Act of 1996 {and the
CDA) easily passed the Senate {91-5} and the Plouse (414-16)
and was signed by Prostident Clinton on February 8.

IMMEDIATE OQOUTCRY
ON CAPITOL HILL
The new law was met with immediate reaction. The online
community said the law was state-sanctioned censorship
that blackened Web pages. Prochoice Members of Congress
immediately introduced legislation to change the language
of the Cormstock Act by amending the United States Code
(LLS.C)) to elimmate the prohibitions on the transmission
of abortion-related matters. {The Ilouse bill has ncarly 50
cosponsors ard the Senate bill has 10. Both arc in comunit-
tee and have secen no action.) The day after the CDA
became law, Scnator Patrick Teahy (D-VT) introduced leg-
islation to repcal it While proponents of the new law
quickly called on the Department of Tustice to begin inves-
tigating online service providers for violations of the law,
critics of the law filed lawsuits to prove 1t unconstitutional.

CDA IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL

The American Civil Liberties Union {ACLU)—with over
25 anticensorship groups including SIECUS—immediately
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brought suit, ACLL v, Reno, againse the ULS, Department of
Justice claiming chat the Act is constitutionally overbroad—
a violation of First Amendment rights.

ACLL v, Reno was comsolidated with the American
Libvary Association {AT.A) et al. v. Department of Justive, anoth-
cr suit brought by a 35-member coalinon that includes
America Online, Apple Computer, CompuServe, Microsoft,
and Prodigy.

The case was heard before three Philadelplua federal
district court judges: Tudge Stewart Dalzell, Judge Ronald
Buckwaiter (both appointed by President George Bush),
and Judge Dolores Sloviter (appointed by President Jimmy
Carter}.

During the five days of the procecdings, which con-
cluded on May 10, the judges heard from 2 number of
experts on computer technology, educaton, and free speech,
including Bill Stayton, a member of the SIECUS Board of
Directors and a2 chnical psychologist and professor. The
plaintiff brought in high-speed modemy and large computer
monitors to directly cxpose the judges to the Net.

On June 12, the special threejudge panel released irs
unanimeus decision that the CDA indeed violates First
Amendment-guaranteed free speech. Judge Dalzell wrote in
the decision that

as the most participatory form of mass specch vet
developed, the Internet deserves the highest protec-
tion from government mtrusion.... Just as the
strength of the Internet is chaos, so the strength of
our {iberty depends upon the chaos and cacophony
of the unfettered speech the First Amendment pro-
tects.... {T)he Tnrernet may fairly be regarded as a
never-cnding worldwide conversation. The govern-
ment may not, through the CIA, interrupt that
conversation.... Any content-based regulation of
the Tnternet, no matter how benign the purpose,

could burn the global village to roast the pig?

Judge Buckwalter wrote that .. .the First Amendment
provides that Congress shall make no law abridging the
freedom of speech unless that law advances a compelling
governmental interest””

Perhaps the maost heartening clement of Judge Dalzells
opinion for Net users and free-specch advocates was that the
court findings “lcad to the conclusion that Congress may not
regulate indecency on the Interner ac all™

‘The judges supported the belief thac recently available
software 1s the best method for parents to control their chil-
dren'’s use and exposure to material on the Net. In fact, it i3
the development of that kind of high-tech assistance that
lead the judges to believe that the government has not met,
in CIDA, its constitugional obligation to employ the least

restrictive means to regulate speech,
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BREACTIONS TO THE DECISTON
Reactions to the judges” decision were predictable:

The Department of Justice is considering an appeal to
the Supreme Court, and President Clinton says he:

remains convinced...that our Constituton allows
us to help parents by enforcimyg this [(CDA] Act to
prevent children from being cxposed to objection-
able material transmitted through computer net-
works. T will continue to do everything I can in my
Administration to give families every available rool
to protect their children from these materials, For
example, we vigorously support the development
and widespread avatlability of products that allow
both parents and schools to black aobjectionable
materials from rcaching computers that children
use. And we also support the industry’s accelerating
efforts to rate Imternet sites so that thcy are Com-

patiblc with these blocking techniques.”

Opponents of the CDA were clearly pleased with the
decision as it granted Furst Amendment protections to online
communication that are equal to—and posably stronger
than-—printed materials.

Senator Leahy stated in a Junc 13 press release that:

the court made the right decision. Let no one be
corfused—this i¥ not a victory for child pornogra-
phy or indecent material—but instead a victory for
the First Amendment.... Many of the Members of
Congress who voted in favor of the CDA have
absolutely no idea of how the Tnternet works. Some

of them think their computer is 2 TV on the frifz.*

Advocates for the CDA were angered. The Family
Rescarch Council claimed that “it is an arrogant decison
which flics in the face ol the Supreme Court and our soci-
ety Senator Exon said that “this deciston is not a surprise,
nor is 1t a setback for the new law. It, in fact, clears the way

for U.S. Supreme Court consideration.™

WHAT NEXT?

With possible consideration by the Supreme Court, the issue
15 far from resolved in the polideal realm, With such broad-
based support by Congress and the Administration, there is a
possibility that Congress will reviat the legislative language
to develop a more constitutionally sound approach.

While the political and legal battles linger, there is much
SIECUS supporters can do. SIECUS holds this position:

When used in a manner appropriate to the view-
er’s age and developmental lewel, sexually explicit
visual, printed, or online materials can be valuable
educational or personal aids, helping to reduce

OCTOBER/NOVEWMBER 1996

ignorance and confusion and conrributing to a
wholesome concepr of sexuality. However, the use
of violence, exploitation, or degradation, or the
portrayal of children in sexually cxplicit materials
is reprehensible. Minors should be legally protected
from all forms of sexual exploitation. Adults should
have the righe of access to sexually explicit materi-
als for personal use. Legislative and judicial efforts
to prevent the production and distribution of sex-
vally explicit materials endanger constitutionally
guaranteed freedoms of speech and press and could
be employed to restrict the appropriate profession-
al use of such marterials by sexuality educators,
therapists, and researchers.
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SITES TC EEEP YOU INFORMED
American Civil Liberties Union
http:/ Swwwacluorg
Computers and Academic Freedom
hetp:/ Swwwielf.org/ CAE/ cafuius. himl
Electronic Frontier Foundation
htep:/ Fwww.ell.org

Freedomm of Expression Links

htep://insight. memaster.ca/org/ efc/ pages/ chronicle/
censor html

National Coalition Against Censorship

htp:/ /www.necac.org

SIECUS

http:/ Fwwwsiccus.org
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A.D.A.M.: The Inside Story

AD.AM. Software, Inc., 1995
800/288-2326
£39.95

The Inside Stiwy says 1t all. This s a multhme-
diz cducational tool that gives wsers oIl the
information they could hope for about the
mmer workings of the human body. With
excepuonal  graphics, illustrations, arnimu-
tons, and videos, this CD-ROM operates

like an encvclopedia of the human systern.

Target Audience. Although “the entire farni-
v is the target andience, much of the infor-
mation is Loo ditieult for younger children.
Tt 15 actwally appropriate for middle-school-
age children (third to fourth grades) and up.
The syitemn can, however, accommedate
simple as well as complex mguiries.

Strengths. Practical uses abounrd. Almost any
family member secking information about
the human body and how it works could use
this CI>-ROM. It is also an appropriate and
uscful tool for ndividuat clssroom research
and includes interactive games that ae both
fun (if a lirtle simplistic) and educadonal. In
addressing anatonty and physiology; the con -
tent 1s comprehensive. Some specific infar-
mation aboul external genitalia and puberty
ave Jacking, but menstruation and conception
ate covered quits well, including discussions

of major hormaones and their roles.
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ISSUES

resources

Weaknesses. The scxuality comtent iy virtu-
ally nil. While the internal workings of the
body are covered guite well, the excernal
body parts and what people do with chen
is handled rather squeamnishly The attiade
of body negadvity that is implicit in the
program is cause for some concern. The
program should not be used for general
sexualicy education 1f a sex- and body-pov-
tive approach is desired.

Of Naote, A “maodesty setting” allows usars
to Block genitalia with fig leaves and pre-
vent access to the reproductive systemn seo-
tion. There iz a “lamily scrapbook”™ with
atwwery to gquestions about body responses
and functions and “anatomy  view” selec-
tors, that allow users to change the sex and
skin tone of graphics.

Computer Requirements

Macintosh: 650301/ 16MHz processor or
higher, ot PowerMac in mative

7.0 or newer, 3 megalryies of RAM;
6 megabytes of hard drive; 13-inch moniror,

miode;

System

256 colors; Mac-compadble, double-speed
for faster) CD-RROM drive.

IBM: 386/33 Mz processor (486 or high-
er recommended); Windows 3.1 or higher;
8 regabyres of RAM: 5 megabytes of hard
drive; SuperVGA color monitor, 256 colors;
double-specd CD-1OM drive; MPC-com-
patible sound card: headphones or speakers;

ICURC.

Anne Hooper’s
Ultimate Sex Guide:
A Sex Therapist's
Personalized Program for
Enriching Your Sex Life

Dorling Kindersley Multimedia, 1995
800/356-6575
$49.95

After Annc Hooper introduces herself in
this CD-ROM, the user can start making
decisions albuoul what w roview bused on
materials on her desk rtop: questionmaires,
programs, case files, and a sexopedia. There
s & great deal of wmformation as well as
hints, and ideas for enhancing sexual rela-
tionships. Nude models demonstrate dis-

cussions about heternsexual couples.

Target Audience. This program provides
adult hewerosexual couples and individuals,
as well as older weens, with detatled informa-
ton on sewual expression and enjoviment.
Strengths, Anne Ilooper covers a variety
of topics. Particalarly interesting are discus—
sons on developing strong sexual rela-
tonshipy—learning Lo cowrpunicate and
negotiate, belng assortive,  overcoming
anidety. There iy detalled informarion on
sexually Lransmited diseases {syphilis, gon-
orrhea, chlanydia, 1V, sexuality and the
disabled; contraceplion: anatomy and body

image Issues (vulva APPCATANCe, COrTect
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female and male condom wse), The Cli-
ROM allows the user o develop his or her
own casc [ile through questonnaires and
ather skill-based programs. The video qual-
ity 1s excellent,

Weaknesses. This CID 1 youth-oriented;
there are wvirtually no older couples. The
models are overwhelmingly young, whirte,
heautiful, and heterosexual. This has the
potential to create body-fmage anxiety in
the user.

Of Nete. Only users knowing the aceess
code fwhich comes with (CCD} are able o
utilize the CL2.

Computer Requirements

IBM: 386/33 MlIz processor (486 or high-
er recommended) Windows 3.1 or higher;
4 megabyres of RAM; 5 regabytes of hard
drive: SuperVGA color momnitor, 256 colors;
MPC-compatible CD-ROM drive; 8- or
16-bit sound card; headphoues or speakers;

TIICMIRE.

Dr. Ruth’s
Encyclopedia
of Sex

Creative Multimedia, 1994
503/241-4351
$29.99

Ths CD-ROM journey starts with D
Ruth welcoming us into her office. From
here, she lets users choose from a variety of
activites. They can click on the diploma
hanging on the wall and get information
about her life and professional training. They
can click on the radie and listen to high-
hights fromm her radio program. They can
click on the television and swach her videos.
They can click on the dictionary and check
the definition of words (even slang!). They
can Disten to D TAuth herself as she arswers
questions; or they can research a topic of
incerest i her Eneyelopedia of Sex. Users can
custom-tailor the CD-ROM o their indi-

viddual needs and interests.
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Awndience. This CD-ROM is
designed for people of all ages—-althowygzh

Target

much of it appears too sophistcated for
pre-teens.

Strengths. Dr. Rulh
ground—irom  kepel exercizes to Kama
Sutra to transvestiosm. She even includes an
animated video of how 1o put on {and tuke
offf a condom. A unique strength is the
definition of slang terms (AC/DC and daisy
chain are defined, among others). Of all the
reviewed CD-ROMs, this 15 the most thor-
ough —-especially her Duepdopedia of Sex
and Dictionary of Sexual Terms.

Weaknesses. While a strength of the CI-
ROM are the pictures (which the user can
view with the click of the mouse), implica-
tions and relevancy are sometimes question-—
able. Tor cxarnple, 1 photo of a therapists
chair wnder a section on “Ilomosexualicy™
implies mental illness. Some of the language
is antiquated. For cxample, an ercarde dysfime-

giost is relerred o as “impotence”
Computer Requirements

IBM: 486 Ml processor (486 or higher
recomumnended); Windows 3.1 or higher; 4
megabytes of RAM; 5 megabytes of hard
drive; SuperVGA color monitor, 236 col-
ors; double-speed CD-ROM . drive; MDPC-
compatible sound card; headphones or

ipe 3]\'&]"5; mouse.

The Joy of Sex

Phillips Interactive
Media International
& Mitchell Beazley
International Limited, 1995
303/739-4131
$59.99

The Joy of Sea joins the computer age with
a slick reworking that almost succeeds
hiding that this is recyeled information. The
idea of having video graphics is interesting,
buc the videos are usually onc-sided chats
with Mitchell Beaeley, The information,

covers a lot of

wanderfully presented in the original book,
15 presenicd again verbally on the screen
and accompanied by a mini-copy of the
book iself.

Target Andienice. The target audicence s
defined as lovers who want to explore their
sexuality, and content is generally aimed
toward individuals 185 years of age and
older. Te 15 excellent for mdividuals or cou-
ples wishing to explore themselves as sexual

beings as well as improve their knowledge.

Strengths. Sexuvality is presented as a positive
part of human expression. In additian,
imaginadon is encouraged and exploration
and practice lauded as the ways 10 enhance
sexual experience. The videos ave honest

and straightforward,

Weaknesses. While sexuality content is
extensive, there 1 no menton of orlenta—
tion, transgenderisnt, or power issucs in sex—
ual relationships. OF particular concern s
the dated narure of the HIV/AIDS content.
Mrs. Bearley talks of “carriers” and “non-
carviers” Much of the information is not
only pejorative but also incorrect. She
speaks of the “cscapc™ of ATDS ffom the
homaosexual conununity into the heterosex—
ual population, Heterosexism s rampant,
leaving  homosexuality exclusively in the
realm of AIDS and bisexuality allogether

ivisible,

Of Neote, Special characteristics include a
lock-out code {requiring a four-digit num-
ber to activate the program), and “guided
toues” {(vignelles showing individuals explor-
ng their own sexuality wich themselves and
their partners). They are a great idea: compro-

hensive and honest.

Computer Requirements

IBM: 486 MHz processor (486 or higher
recomnmended); Windows 3.1 or higher; 4
mepabytes of RAM; 6 megabytes of hard
drive; SuperVOA color monitor, 256 colors;
double-speed CR-ROM drive: MPC-com-
patible sound card; headphones or speakers;

ITiovse,
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The mght (IID ROMS m this lT‘t’lCle were cmlmted in terms of how they addtess il cc_:ofcncral sub]f:ct areas: dmtnmy and

: phvs:ology iexu.ihr}, and sexual health. A rmk of 5 indicates excellent coverag

_ hmltcd mvcmgc af n/ a {nm appllc.lble‘b mchc’]tes 110 cover agc They were ;11

nla
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Womens Issues o "3 3 Tl “nfa 4 5
Men's Issues : 1 3 1 na © nia a4 o4
Sexually Transmitted Infections na 4 Me na na a5 4
HIV/AIDS na 2 nfa nfa n/a na 4 4
Sexual Dysfunctions nfa 3 n/a nfa n'a nfa 3 4
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The Love and Relationship Test

Virtual Entertainment, Inc., 1995
617/449-7567
$19.35 plus $5.00 shipping and handling

Om what basis does a person cvaluate love
and relaciotships™ The fove and Relationship
Test ateempls o answer the question and chen
relate the answer to particular relationships in
particular settings. It allows individuads to
measure their worth ay sexval beings on six
different scales: marrage, companbility, love,
lowe aptitude, itimacy; and ronmance.

Target Andience. The target audience is
voung adults who are exploring their cur-
rent, past, or prospective relationships—or
those ot their fiiends. In reality, the pro-
gram. is likely to interest audiences ay young
a3 12 or 13, and does not contaln marterial
toa graphic for users of this age.

Strengths, The CD-ROM i not recom-
mended for classroom or educational use.
Rather, il is an armusing excursion for the
curious into an evaluation of their intimacy
and relatonship skills. The consistent use of
inclusive language (in all bue che “marriage
test” sections), promotes avceptance of
varving orientations and choicss of sexual
patrincrs.

Weaknesses. Problems arisc when users
realize how difficule it i to answer gues-
dons with a definitive “right” or “wrong.”
In addition, test results often read like vagme
horoscopes and provide Licde in the way of
useful feedback.

Of Note. The ability to take tests alone or
with. one or meore people i this C0D-
ROMS most engaging characteristic. The
results can lead Lo lively comversations  or

cven arguments. Let the user take care!
Contputer Requirements

Macintosh: 68030/ 16MHz processor or
higher, or PowerMac In native mode;
Systern 7.0 or newer; 4 megabyics of RAM;
1 megabyte of hard drive; 13-inch monitar,
256 colors; Mac-compatible, double-speed
{or faster) CN-ROM drive: mouse; printer

that supports graphics.
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IBM: 386/33 MHz processor (486 ot high-
cr recommended): Windows 3.1 or higher;
8 megabytes of RAM; 1 megabytes of hard
drive; SuperVGA color monitor, 256 colory;
double-specd CI-ROM drive; MPC-com-
palible sound card; hcadphones or speakers;

mouse; printer that supports graphics

The Magic School Bus
Explores the Human Body

Scholastic Inc.,
Microsoft Carporation, 1994
800/360-7561
$44.95

The Magic School Dus ollers riders a fantasdic
journcy through some of the major systens
of the human body. With its enthusiastic
tour guide, Ms, Frizzle, and the ever-helpful
Lizard, Liz. the journey is full of fin and

laughter, providing hours of info-tainment.

Target Audience. Although the program
does not identify & target andience, The
Magic School Bug is fun for kids of all ages.
Because of the difficulty of navigating some
of the buos syslemus, the program  appears
maost appropriate for middle-school stu-
dents. Because much of the content is sim—
plistic, the program would likely lose its
appeal for children beyond the sixth grade.
Older children and even adults will, how-
ever find its humor and games cngaging
and educational cnough to maintain their

interest for a good half-hour

Strengths. The program iz ideal for a class-
room  compuater laboratory, e is also an
cngaging educational program [or home
use. Tu1s clear that the program designers
wanted to create & visually pleasing and
'dd\"[.‘-l'lt,'l.'l].'()u.‘i appl'om‘.h Tor C(1LT('ﬂﬁ()l']. The
padgets encourage exploration and crearive
problem solving by users wanting to figure

things out for themselves.

Weaknesses. Uses for che sexualily educator
are virtually mil. There is absolutcly o sex-
uality vontent presented by M. Frizzle and
her eluss. [n fact, the closest one gets to the

reproductive anatomy is a visit Lo the kid-

neys and a sheepish announcemenc that
Arnold “really has to go.. really” The gad-
gets are both a positive and a negative.
While they are interesting and fun, they are
also ofien confusing and frostrating. 1t s
sometimes ditficult to ger the bus to go

where you want it 1o go.

Qf Neote, The most amazing charcteristic
of the program is the abundance of gadgets
and gizmos. There is something different to
iy on cach journey through the body.

Computer Requirements

IBM: 486/33 MHz processor (486 or high-
er recontmended); Windows 3.1 or higher;
4 mepabytes of RAM; 5 megabytes of hard
drive; SuperVGA color momtor, 236 col-
ors; double-speed CR-ROM drive; MPC-
compatible sound card; headphones or

speakers; mouse,

Nine-Month Miracle

AD.AM. Software, Inc., 1995
800/288-2326
$49.95

The Ninie-Munth Miracle attempts to com-
prehensively cower the process of hurnan
reproduction. [t almoest sueceeds beautifully,
A sister to A DAM The Inside Story, this
CD-ROM is wvisually excellent. Ir falls

short, however, in its vnderlving valucs.

Larget Andience. Almost anyone can load
The Nine-Month Miracle into the computer
and find within its systemn something tar-
geted dirccly al his or ber age level and
imterest, Its target andience is vircwally anv-
one who wants to learn a bit more about

human reproduction.

Strengths. 'Ihis s an cxccllont reference
programn for a classroom computer station.
[t is aiso an cxcellent tool for adults or par-
ents who wart o lemn more about the
reproductive process or who wish to teach
their children about the process. Because
there is so much information, adults will
need to guide children to the developmen-

tally approp tate seciions.
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Weaknesses, Sexual anatomy i covered
¥
poorly. The values inherent in the program

are made obvious in the way that the mule-

rial is presented or omitted. Sexuality icself

15 absent from the cquation. Intercourse is
represented by backlit figures hugging in a
window with 1 heart glowing above thor
heads. The “family scrupbook™ shows only
dual-parent, heterosexual families, thus

devaluing other family configurations.

Of Note. Special characteristios include
modesty and “ehild view” settings. The lat-
ter includes intetactive games and simpler
explamations of the reproductive process.
This sttempt at developmental appropriace-
ness is generally suceessful, although it indi-
rectly supgests chat sexuality issues are not

appropriate for children.
Computer Requirements

Macintosh: 68030/16MI1y processor or
higher,

Svstem 7.0 o1 newer;

or PowerMac in native mode;
R megabytes of RAM;
& megabytes of hard drive; 13-inch monitor,
256 colors; Mac-compatible, double-specd
{or faster) CD-ROM drive.

TBM: 386733 MHz processor (486 ar high-
er recommended); Windows 3.1 or higher
4 megabytes of RAM; 7
drive; SuperVGA color monitor, 256 colors;
double-speed CD-ROM drive; MPC-com-
patible sound card; headphones or speakers;

megabytes of hard
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The Ultimate Human Body:
A Multimedia Guide
to the Body and
How It Works

Dorling Kinderstey Multimedia, 1994
800/356-6575
$49.95

The Uliimate Tluman Bedy pives readers the
opportunity w© explore one of three major
arcas: the body machine, body organs, and
body systems. “Body machine” covers ques-
tons about bodily functons (but none that
are below the navel or sexuality-related).
“Body organs’” includes chapters on the
bladder, and the large and small intestines
{but, apain, nothing below the abdomen).
“Body syseems” allows users seeking in-
depth sexuality information to choose hor-
monal or reproductive subcategories relating
to cither the female or male body Users
may also look up terms in the dictionary

Target Andience. Sound bites help wsers,
expecially vounger students, with the corect
pronunciadon of words. This is particularly
helpful for chose beginning to understand
human biology. This is a great resource for
both the classroom and home as there s

much information to benefit all ages.

Strengths. The graphics are very good.

Photographs generated by electron micro-

.ea‘om did Cemprth:p on :‘he R

scopes create g powertil wisual expericnce.
Amimations are easy o understand. The
reproductive system is thoroughly outlined-- -
with topics ranging from menstruation and
ovulation w concepton, sex-delermination
and birth. The development of a fetus is
clearly and thoroughly docwmented at each
stage.

Weaknesses, One major disappointment s
the language. In one section, sperm 15
described a3 the “male’s seed” o be
“received” by the vagina. In a Mision Tnpoes-
sible-esque maneuver, the ovum “escapes
from the body unnoticed amongst the
debris” during menstruation, In addilion, a
double standard 15 apparent in some discus-

sons. For example, there s no mention of

Jeminine hygiene in the discussion about men-

stetiation, And don’t even think about view—
g female sexual anatomy. Hinally, the dic-
tionary does not include such key terms

sexueal interionrse, cliforls, and valea
Computer Requirements

IBM: 386733 MHz processor (486 or high-
er recommended); Windows 3.1 or higher;
4 megabyres of RAM; 5 mepabyvtes of hard
drive; SuperVGA color moniwor, 236 colors;
double-speed CL-ROM drive; MPC-com-
patible sound card; headphones ar speakers;

TTOUSE,

Rarﬂofurmn Jddresses the lcgal

: and éthical dtfba:e suri’oundmg the worldmde gmwth of ..

“the Net and cor Ue}.’(,l(ll online services. :

It examines the current batides taking pb.cc in both pro-
a,nd mn—n.gulamon camps,;“Thic authors— onathair Wallace
and Mark Manban—offcr a ﬂpmtcd defense of the freedoms
now ander fire, and sugé,est w&ys to momitor the Net without

stifling it,

The authors have cstablished a2 Web site at www.

spectacle.org/freespch/
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Holt and Company, Inc.,
NY 10011. Phone: 212/462-7900).

pPe Home_}omrml 'mc'[ 1150 senior. cd1t0r uf M’arHﬂme ,-'m irsal.
The pubhshe s have. cstibllshnd a Web site at
Ihttp /I\N\?&Wpe%hplt comi:
Sex Laws and: Cyberspace costs $24.95. Contact: Henry

_llS__West 18th Street, New York,

Gay and Lesbian Online costs $15.95. Contact: Peachpit

Press,

BO0/283-9444.

2414 Sixth Street,

Berkeley, CA 94710 Phone:
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THE SIECUS WEB SITE

http

waw

siecus. rg

SIELT/Sis a national, £it ad

jom which affivms that sexuality is

privat
natwal and healthy payt ofhvmg. Imnrpnmted in 1954, STECLS develops, collects, and
disseminates information, promotes comiprehensize educatien afout sexyality, and advocates the

vight of inilixiduats to snakce respansihle sevual chadrne.

25 [ECUS launched its Web siee in March to increase
coutnunication aid education efforts among sexuality
education professionals worldwide.

Irs homepage, which i duplicated above for SIECUS
Reporf readers, allows Net asers to click on the six SIECUS-
related subject areas for more information.

About SIECUS provides users with general informanon
about the ageney and its work. This includes an overview of
SIECUS positions, services, and member benefits.

What's New contains current information on activities
relating to sexuality educadon from numerous sources and
orgamizations, This includes curricula updates, cvaluation
reports, book reviews, workshop and conference notices,
media coverage, legislative reports, new resources, and Web
site/ Listserv links,

Description of Programs includes information on all
SIECUS activitics. This includes community advocacy; school-
based sexuality education, Guidelines initiatives, HTV/ATDS
prevention education, international sexuality education, public
policy activities, underserved community programs, and Mary
5. Calderone Library resources.

SIECUS Publications includes full texts of the ageney's
bibliographics, fact shects, and Community Acden Kit. Tt
also includes selected articles from the SIZCUS Report as
well as the complete SILCUS Publications Caralog,

Further Infovmation & Orders includes contact informa-
tion for users needing more information on a particular sub-
ject or wanting w know about membership or publications.

International Activities provides mnternational users
with derailed information on SIECUS and its work on

behalf of comprehensive sexuality education worldwide.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1986

Ihe SIECUS Web site is housed on the Institute for
Global Comimunication (IGC) Network, the ULS. partner of
the Assaciation for Progressive Communication (APC}, the
maost extensive global computer network in the world dedi-
cated specifically to scrving nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) and citizen activists working tor social change.

Composed of a consordum of internationzal member
networks, APC provides communications and infermation-
sharing tools—such as e-mail, full Net access, and selected
clectronic conferences —to over 30 parmer networks world-
wide. These netwarks, in turn, provide over 40 mllion peo-
ple who currently have a Net e-mail address wath the
opportunity to communicate with cach other

Many of these partner networks provide the only -
mail accesss for NGOs in thelr countries, and at a much
lower cost than by fax, phone, or service network. Through
this global partership, APC offers vital links of communi-
cation to tens of thousands of NGO, activists, educators,
policy-mukers, and community leaders in 133 countries,

SIECUS has subconmacred the services and expertise of
Virtual Production Services (VPS), which offcrs Net pres-
ence and Web destgm services to not-for-profit organizations,
sspecially those involved in mternational negeotiations, global
covitomment and development issucs, and educadon  and
health care.

VIS clicnus include the United Nations Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF), the Pew Charitabic Trust, the
National Wildlife Federation, the Norwegian Ministry of
the Environment, and the International Institute for
Sustainable Development (TISD),

The SIECUS Web site is http://www.siecus.org
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WORLD WIDE WEB SITES ON SEXUALITY [SSUES

SIECUS has developed a list of World Wide

Web sites with information on sexuality

ssues. They are organized into the follow-

UL calegories.

¢ Activism

+ Adolescent Scxualicy

+  Gays, Leshians, and Bisexuals

« IIIV/AIDS

« Population

+ Religion and Sexuality

= Sexual Abuse and Assault

= Sexualiey and Disabiliny

* Sexuality isues/Safer Sex

+  Sexually Transmitted Diseases (S10s)

= Transgendered/Cross Dressers/
Transvestites

The list was compiled to provide
SIECTS Reporf readers with a starting point
i avcessing Web sites providing information
and discussion on sexuality issues,

Sites are only listed under one category.
Readers should check all related categories
for additional sites.

This list is not ali-nclusive. I is alio not
intended as an endorsement of any of the
siees. Many Web sites are linked to others,
SIECUS saff did not access the linked sices.

This Lst was compiled by Shauna
Croom, Mac Edwards, Caroline Kcllew,
Amy Levine, Stacie Renfro, and Monica
Rodriguez with the help of T Sandr

Bargunnier und Rea Carey

Activism

ACLU {The American Civil
Liberties Union})

herp:/ rwwwacluorg
Human Rights Campaign

http:/ rwrww hreusa.org

NARAL {National Abortion
and Reproductive Rights
Action League)

htep:/ S wvewnaral org

National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force
harp:/ S wwewnpllorg

Adolescent Sexuality

About Sexual Orientation:
bitp://woww. cyberspace. orgs/~alikids/
kids. heml
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Bureau for At-Risk Youth

http://wwwoar-risk com,

Many Web sites listed on these two pages
contain information on adolescent sexuality
Check these categories: “Gays, Lesbians, and
Bisexuals” “HIV/ALDS” “Sexual Abuse and
Assault” “SeaualityIssues/Saltr Sex,” “Sex-

vafly Transmivted Diseases,” among others.

Gays, Lesbians, and Bisexuals
A Different Light Bookstore

hup:/ Awwwadlbooks.com/~adl/index hunl

Children of Leshians and Gays
Everywhere
hrtp:/ S www.colage org

Gay and Lesbian Parents

Coalition International

htep:/ fabacus.oxy.edu/ QRD S www /orps/
glpea

Gay, Lesbian and Straight

Teachers Netwark

Against Homophaohia

http:/ S woarw. glstn. org/ freedom

GLAAD

huip:// vewweglaad orgs glaad

Leshian Moms
htep:/ AwewoweJesbian. org/moms

10utProud!,

The National Coalition for Gay,
Leshian and Bisexual Youth
http: £ weww yourh org/ outprond

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Leshians and Gays
hreprwwrw pflag. org

Partners Task Force—Home Page
hrtp:/ Awarweskimo.com/~demian/

PlanetOut
http:/ Swarw planetout.com

HIV/AIDS
AIDS Maosaic

hrtp:/ Awrwnwthoughtpore.com/aids

AIDS Research
Information Center
http: /S www.critpath.org/aric

AIDS Resource List
hetp://wwateleport.coms~celinec/

aids.shtml

The Body: A Multimedia AIDS and
HIV Information Resource

http://www thebody com/Andex himl

(DC Home Page {Center for Disease
Control and Prevention)

hetp: /S wwwicdegoy

CDC National AIDS
Clearinghouse

hetp:/ Swwwedcnac.org

List of U.S. Resources
hetp:/ Fwwabocklabs. wisc.edu/dunis

aidsresources. himl

Merbitity and Mortality
Weekly Report
hetp: /A wwweedegovi/epo/mmwr/

e il

Project Open Hand
(HIV/AIDS Support)

hetp:/ Fwwwopenhand. org,

Rural Center for the Study

and Promotion of HIV/STD
Prevention

http:/ S wwwindiana edu/~aids

WHO (World Health
Organization) Gigbal

Programme on AIDS

hetp:/ /ppawwwwho.ch/gpabotne hun

Population
The Population Council

hup:/ S www.popeouncil.otg

US Agency for International
Development
http:/ /wwwiinfo.usaid. gov

World Wide Web
Virtual Library: AIDS

huep:/ Aplavety. comZaidsv]. index. heml

Zero Population Growth
http:/ S wwwrpyr org

Religion and Sexuality

The Interfaith Alliance

hiep:/ Awrwewdnte et tdallianee
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WORLD WIDE

Ontario Centre for
Religious Tolerance
Ltpe/ Awww kosone.com/ people s ocrt/

ocre_hp.him

Sexual Abuse and Assault

ATSA (Association for the
Treatment of Sexual Abusers)
hrep:/ S wwwiteleport.com. /~atsa
Community United Against Vialence
htep:/ S waewi g, con/ cuav/ndes, html
Domestic Violence Information
Center

http:/ S fomimist. org/ other/dv/
dvhome. heml

MALE (Males Assisting, Leading
and Evaluating)

herg: /A wwwemalesurvivor.org

Moving Forward, Inc.

An Ouganizadon Addressing Childhoaod
Sexual Trauma

htep:/ /idealisc cotm/moving-forward
National Coalition

Against Sexual Assault

http: /s wwrwcs utk_edu/~barttey /measa/
neasa.bitmnl

Rape Victims Advocates

htep:/ S wwwlibuchicago.edus~loakleafs
RVA hunl

Sexual Assault

Information Page

hup: 7 wwrwecs.utk . edu/~bartley/
salnfoPage himl

VOICES in Action, Inc. {Victims of
Incest Can Emerge Sutvivars)
hitp:/ A www. voices-action. org/ index html

WEB S

TES ON

Sexuality and Disability

American Foundation
for the Blind

hetp:/ S wwwath. org/ath

National Rehabilitation
information Center
http:/ /o wwnaric.com/ raric
Roeher Institute

(for mental and physical disabifities)
hrtp:/ findie.casrocher

Sexuality Issues/Safer Sex
Condoms and Latex

htp:/ S www.empharm.unesl eda/~troyer/

safesex/condons, hunl

Condoms 101
heep: /A wwwonich edu/~wespin/
old-c10lindex html

Go Ask Alice!

herp: A/ www.columbia.cdu/ cu/shealchwise
Kinsey Institute

http:/ A ww wandiana.edu/~kinsey

Planned Parenthood

Federation of America

heep:/ S www.ppta.org/ppfa

Risks of Oral Sex
hrep://wwwescmpharm.ucsf edu/~troyer/
safesex/ persp/perspectives, 1.2, hem)

Safer Sex Page

htep:/ Swrorwsalersex.org

SHAPE
(Sexual Health Advocacy
and Peer Education)

htep: /P wwwomissouri.edu/~shaps

SIECUS WEB SITE PROVIDES -
INFORMATION ON VARIETY OF SUBJECTS =

SEXUALITY

SSUES

Sexually Transmitted
Diseases {(STDs)

ASHA (American Social
Health Association)

http:/ Ssuasieeunc.edu/ASITA

Planned Parenthood

On Line

http//www. ppea.org/index hitml
The STD Homepage
htrp://med-wwwbu.edu/ peoples
sycamore/std/sed. bt

{Craphic vistal pictuies of $1Ds)

Transgendered/Cross Dressers/
Transvestites

Transgender Forum &
Resource Center

hiaipe /7 weww.odspub.com/Atglie hom]

AEGIS

{American Educational

Gender Information Service)
Information Center

hitp:d Mwrww.ren.org/rafil/ AEGIS ol

FTM (Female to Male)
International

heep:/ /woww fim-intd orgfintro. html

IFGE (International Foundation
for Gender Education)

http:/ Swowwtransgender o/t ifae
The Plaid

http:/ Awrw w2 wintermute, couk/users/

snuflles/ The Plaid/ gender.hrml

Editor's Note: If you have problems finding onc
of these Wb sites, search for it by fitle weing a
search enygine.

The SIECUS ch §1tc-——http //\vwwuc( us. org- will prowdc online uscrs ‘,uth 11}f0rmatmn in 111 of. thc gc‘ncml subject

arcas on these mo pages. The sitc provides both fact sheets and blbhogmphws
Read more about the STECUS Web site on page 21.

OCTOBER/NOYEMBER

1996
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Teaching About Sexuality and
HIV: Principles and Methods
for Effective Education

Evonne Hedgepeth, Ph.D.,
and Joan Helmich, Ph.D.
New York University Press
1996; 410pp.;
$20/paper; $55/cloth

Luch time [ hire 2 new community health
cducator, [ confront the same problem:
How can I help this new cmployee learn
the essenliads (the content, the principles,
the theory) invelved in sexvality education?
It is relatively easy Lo find resources dealing
with content, bur it is alinost fimpossible to
find 2 concdise, readable resource dealing
with the learning process, with participative
education, and with democratic teaching
methodologics.

deaching Abour  Sexwalicy and HiV:
Principles and Methods for Effecttve Education
combincs that critical cheoretical underpin-
ning with practical applications. In addition,
it 1s easily accessed, anecdotally iHustrared,
and, as a result, immediacely useful.

This new book is an excellent resource
for cvervone in this field because it pro-
vides a firm grounding in both education
and learning theory, For example, scotions
on “Learning Modaliges” and “Multiple
Intelligences” go beyond telling us how w
wcorporate varied methodologies and
approaches into our reaching.'hey also tell
us why we need them.,

In  addition, they review specific
methodologies such as role play, introspec-
tve activities, and problumn solving. In the
process, they make practical suggesiions for
using, and nol wsing, these methodologies—
always with an emphasis on the safety and
quality of the learning experience for stu-
denis and groups.

Perhaps the book’s mest mmpressive
strength iy its very scope and depth.
Teaching Abouf Sexvalfty and HIVG Principles
and Methods for Effective Education combines
cducation and learming theory with an
overview of the field of sexuality educa-
tion. It gives the readers tools to tmplement
the theory in ways that are always aimed at
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creating the safest, most productive learning
experience for the student,

This is a book T will keep on my desk
or in my briefoase: for ideas, for reminders,
for inspiration. | will give a copy to each of
my educators. | hope they'll write in i,
turt down page comners, attach notes. If
they do, I'll know they are beuer educators.
That is the gift o the field that Dr
Hedgepeth and Dr. Helinich have given us.

Reviewed by Muaggi Rk B Boyer, M. Ed.,
A.C.8H, divector of training and education at
Plasmed Parendhood of Bucks Couney, PA
She ds also on the faoulty of the Graduate
Training Program for Clergy, the Penn Counct]
Jor Relattonships at the
Pennsylrania,

The Centerfold Syndrome:
How Men Can Overcome
Objectification and Achieve
Intimacy with Women

Gary Brooks, Ph.D.

Jossey-Bass
350 Sansome Street
San francisco, CA 94104
415/433-1740
$22.00

Upon hearing of The Centerfold Syndrome,
tied (o pigeonhole it Would 1t be a pro-
vensorship manifesto or an account of the
various ways i1 which sucl materials harm
women? Many such books exist, so ¥ won-
dered how psychologivt GGary Brooks’s new
eftort could make an original contribution.
Flappily, 1 discovered that it flls 2 void by
dealing direcdy with the ways pormograplny
harms not only wouten but also men. In this
respect, The Centerfold Sprdrone should prowve
helpful for cducatars, counselors, and a MyeOne
interested in this influence on micn.
According 1o Tor. Brooks, the centerfald
syndrome s the dysfuncrional way in
which 1many heterosexuil men relate to
women’s bodies. Brooks believes that the
synirome (which includes, but is not limit-
ed to, voveurism and objectification) s

Ulniversity  of
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cavsed by rigid gender role ecxpectations
that are socialized and reinforced by
pornography. Uldmatcly, Dr. Brooks con-
cludes that men who challenge their gen-
der role expectations and begin to sec
women as people rather than objects will
live happier, more mtimate Lives with their
partners.

Dr. Brooks offers a perspective that is
thoughtfil, highly readable. and, abeve all,
persuasive, By providing transcripls from a
men’s group which he led, Dr. Brooks
demonstrates. how the objectification of
women prohibits men from achieving inti-
nucy with their partners, The book’ greatest
strength i3 its persuasive argument thar a
male sexuality based on the objectification
of women is socially constructed, and chat
which hus been constructed can be decon-
structed.

Educators will find Dr. Brookss Jivera-
ture sunumarics extremely useful. He takes
complicated topics (such as the social
construction of gender) and puts them into
understandable  forms. He also  makes
absstract ideas (such ay objectification) compre -
hensible by providing examples  from
his own life and male soctalization.

Although the focus of the book is on
heterosexual  relationships, Dr. Brooks
explains in his preface that this bias comes
1ot from heterosexism, bur rther from his
range of prolessivual experience. While he
notcs that many of the themes in the hook
do not apply to the lives of gav and bisesu-
al men, homophaobia among men who use
pornography does receive attenition. In this
respect, readers interested in homophaobia
amonyg groups of men may find some of
the transcripts interesting,

Readers who take a more libertarian
approach to pornography will cerrainly find
fault with some of Dr. Brooks's basic
assumptions. Despite chese concerns, The
Centerfold Syndrome will be of value to even
the most critical readers, for it is well erafe-
ed and original in its approach.

Reviewed by Jon Lasset, M.A., wha is rurremily
feaching courses on sexuality and 1orking on
s doctoyate degree at the University of 'lexas
in Austin.
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