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                                      NEW YORK 

 

NEW YORK’S SEX ED SNAPSHOT 
 

THE STATE OF SEX EDUCATION 

Steady efforts to address barriers in sex education in New York have cumulated in the recent introduction 
of eight bills to improve sex education curriculum, along with a number of local actions to improve 
curriculum. Senate Bill 4844, sponsored by Senator Jen Metzger and Senator Velmanette Montgomery, and 
Assembly Bill 6512, sponsored by Assembly Member Catherine Nolan and Assembly Member Richard 
Gottfried, took center stage in the 2019 legislative session as part of an effort to pass a statewide 
comprehensive sex education mandate.  
 
Statewide, New York schools are only required to provide HIV/AIDS instruction. As a result, school 
districts are left to decide what type of additional sex education–if any at all–they provide to youth, with 
curriculum varying by school district. To address discrepancies within New York City (NYC) schools, the 
Sexuality Ed Alliance of New York City (SEANYC) formed over a decade ago to advocate for improved sex 
education curriculum in schools. As a result of their work, NYC schools have been required to teach sex 
education since 2011. While sexual health curriculum, required within the comprehensive health education 
course, is required to be medically accurate, age appropriate, and skills based, advocates from SEANYC and 
the Sex Ed Now New York Coalition note that sex education is often only taught for one semester. 
Therefore, additional requirements are needed to ensure youth receive sex education instruction throughout 
their K-12 education. In 2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio approved measures to establish the Sexual Health 
Education Task Force. This task force was created to review the sexual health curricula recommended by 
the New York Department of Education and oversee its implementation. In 2018, the Task Force 
recommended that the New York City Department of Education prioritize a culture of sexual wellness and 
inclusivity in all NYC schools, implement additional professional development opportunities for health 
education instructors, improve the content, substance, and methods of sexual health education, and 
strengthen accountability and reporting of sexual health education implementation. Students are also taking 
initiative to improve access to sex education. For example, high school students in the Bronx facilitate a 
peer-to-peer after school sex education program for 6th grade students through the Women’s Housing and 
Economic Development Corporation (WHEDco). Because Latino and Black students make up over 50 
percent of NYC’s youth population, access to comprehensive, culturally competent sex education 
curriculum is essential in improving the well-being of marginalized youth across NYC.   
 
Beyond NYC, advocates report that Buffalo Public Schools, Rochester City Schools, one suburban school 
district, and a minimum of 65 additional schools have policies that require comprehensive sex education. A 
2012 report conducted by the New York Civil Liberties Union revealed that inaccurate, incomplete, and 
stigmatizing curricula continue to be widely utilized across school districts. Organizations such as the 
Student Support Services Center work to improve access to sex education and have supported 68 school 
districts in improving their sex education requirements.  
 
 
 

https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S1030
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A6512
https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/98/child-population#11/10/3/18/40/a
https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/98/child-population#11/10/3/18/40/a
https://www.nyclu.org/en/publications/report-birds-bees-and-bias-2012
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Right now, advocates can take action to ensure young people in their community have access to quality sex 
education. After contacting their local school board, advocates can determine what topics are missing from 
instruction, such as instruction on consent, sexual orientation and gender identity, and contraceptives. They 
can then vocalize the important need for advancing sex education requirements in their community. 
Further, advocates can contact their representatives to discuss the critical need for advancing comprehensive 
sex education requirements to ensure they are aligned with the National Sexuality Education Standards. 
Advocates are encouraged to use the SIECUS Community Action Toolkit to guide local efforts to advance 
sex education.  

 
STATE SEX EDUCATION POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS AT A GLANCE  

● New York schools are not required to teach sex education. However, HIV/AIDS instruction is 
required.  

o Curriculum is not required to be comprehensive. 
o Curriculum must stress abstinence.  

● Curriculum is not required to include instruction on sexual orientation or gender identity. However, 
New York’s Guidance Document for Achieving the New York State Standards in Health Education 
includes instruction on sexual orientation and limited instruction on gender identity.  

● Curriculum is not required to include instruction on consent.  
● Parents or guardians may exempt their children from HIV/AIDS instruction as long as the school is 

given “assurance that the pupil will receive such instruction at home.” This is referred to as an “opt-
out” policy.  

● New York statute has no standard regarding medically accurate sex education instruction.  
 

STATE HOUSE HIGHLIGHTS 
This section highlights sex education bills that were introduced during the 2019 state legislative session as 
well as bills that have been introduced thus far in 2020. These proposed bills provide a brief overview of 
both recent and current legislative action taken to advance or restrict sex education. For a more 
comprehensive look at relevant legislation concerning sex education and related topics such as reproductive 
health care, LGBTQ rights, and HIV/AIDS, continue reading on to the “State Legislative Activity” section 
of New York’s profile. 
  
2020 Legislative Session  

 
Assembly Bill 5260, (pending): 

- If successful, would require sex education in public schools that is age and developmentally 
appropriate, medically accurate, and respectful of all pupils regardless of race, color, religion, 
religious practice, national origin, ethnic group, sex, gender, disability, language, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity; and that addresses physical, mental, emotional and social 
dimensions of human sexuality. 

 
Senate Bill 791, (pending): 

- If successful, would mandate comprehensive, medically accurate and age appropriate sex 
education be taught in all public schools, grades one through twelve. An identical, companion 
bill was introduced in the Assembly.  

 
 
 

https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CAT-Sept-2018-Final.pdf
https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Policy-Brief-Opt-in-v.-Opt-out-Redesign-Draft-09.2018.pdf
https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Policy-Brief-Opt-in-v.-Opt-out-Redesign-Draft-09.2018.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5260
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S791
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S791
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S791
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Senate Bill 1030, (pending): 

- If successful, would establish a comprehensive sex education grant program. To qualify, 
curriculum must be medically accurate, not teach or promote religion, not emphasize abstinence, 
contraceptives, HPV, encourage communication about sexuality, how to avoid unwanted sexual 
advances, sexual orientation and gender roles 

 
Senate Bill 3798, (pending): 

- If successful, would establish a comprehensive sex education grant program. To qualify, 
curriculum must be medically accurate, not teach or promote religion, not emphasize abstinence, 
contraceptives, HPV, encourage communication about sexuality, how to avoid unwanted sexual 
advances, sexual orientation and gender roles 

 
Senate Bill 4844, (pending): 

- If successful, would require comprehensive sexuality instruction for students in grades K-12 
which addresses age and developmentally appropriate physical, mental, emotional and social 
dimensions of human sexuality and reflects the national sexuality education standards. An 
identical, companion bill was introduced in the Assembly.   
 

2019 Legislative Session 

 
Assembly Bill 1083 (failed):  

- Sought to establish an age-appropriate sex education grant program to be referred to as the 
Healthy Teens Act. An identical, companion bill was introduced in the Senate.  

 
Assembly Bill 1904 (failed):  

- Sought to require public and charter schools to teach a comprehensive sex education program 

that is medically accurate and age appropriate. An identical, companion bill was introduced in 

the Senate.  

Assembly Bill 5260 (failed):  
- Sought to require public and charter schools to teach a comprehensive sex education program 

that is age-appropriate, medically accurate, and respectful of all pupils regardless of race, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, language, or sexual orientation, gender identity and, at minimum, 
reflects the National Sexuality Education Standards.  

 
Assembly Bill 6512 (failed):  

- Sought to require public and charter schools to teach a comprehensive sex education program 
that, at minimum, reflects the National Sexuality Education Standards. An identical, companion 
bill was introduced in the Senate.  

 
Senate Bill 3798 (failed):  

- Sought to establish an age-appropriate sex education grant program to be referred to as the 
Healthy Teens Act. 

 
 
 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3798
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3798
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4844
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6512
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6512
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A1083
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S1030
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A1904
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S791
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A5260
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A6512
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4844
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4844
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S3798
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MORE ON SEX ED IN NEW YORK  
 
STATE LAW 
In New York, Regulations of the Commissioner of Education (§ 135.3) dictate that health education is 
required for all students in grades K–12. This instruction must provide information about human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV)/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). HIV/AIDS instruction must 
be taught by teachers who have been given appropriate training and materials by the board of education or 
trustees. 
 
All HIV/AIDS education must “provide accurate information to pupils concerning the nature of the 
disease, methods of transmission, and methods of prevention.” This instruction must be age-appropriate 
and consistent with community values and “shall stress abstinence as the most appropriate and effective 
premarital protection against AIDS.” Each local school board must establish an advisory council to make 
recommendations on HIV/AIDS instruction. Local boards of education may provide for the distribution of 
condoms in schools. They must ensure that all students who have access to condoms have taken part in an 
HIV/AIDS education program. 
 
Parents may exempt their children from HIV/AIDS classes as long as the school is given “assurance that 
the pupil will receive such instruction at home.” This is referred to as an “opt-out” policy. 
 
STATE STANDARDS 
New York state does not require or suggest a specific curriculum, but it does provide a curriculum 
framework, the Learning Standards for Health, Physical Education, and Family and Consumer Sciences at Three Levels. 
The framework does not specifically mention sex education, though certain topics within sex education are 
included, such as “understanding of the changes that accompany puberty.” New York state also provides A 
Guidance Document for Achieving the New York State Standards in Health Education, which is intended only as a 
guide for developing health curricula. Topic areas mentioned include sexual risk, family life, and sexual 
health, as well as the prevention of HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), and pregnancy. 
 

STATE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY  
State legislative activity related to sex education does not take place in isolation from the broader embroiled 
political and policy climate. Attacks on the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, or questioning 
(LGBTQ) individuals, and efforts to limit access to abortion care and other reproductive health care services 
prevent students from receiving comprehensive sex education and accessing sexual and reproductive health 
care services. Below are highlights of current legislative activity related to these topics. 
 
2020 SESSION: CONVENED JANUARY 8, 2020  

TITLE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

ASSEMBLY BILL 1904 MANDATES COMPREHENSIVE, MEDICALLY ACCURATE, AND 

AGE APPROPRIATE SEX EDUCATION BE TAUGHT IN ALL PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS, GRADES ONE THROUGH TWELVE. 

REFERRED TO THE 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION 

ASSEMBLY BILL 5260 REQUIRES AGE-APPROPRIATE SEXUALITY EDUCATION IN 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT IS AGE AND DEVELOPMENTALLY 

APPROPRIATE, MEDICALLY ACCURATE, REGARDLESS OF 

ASPECTS OF IDENTITY, AND THAT ADDRESSES PHYSICAL, 
MENTAL, EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF HUMAN 

SEXUALITY. 

REFERRED TO THE 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/cap.rubricrevision.11.14.17.pdf
https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Policy-Brief-Opt-in-v.-Opt-out-Redesign-Draft-09.2018.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/healthpefacslearningstandards.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/guidancedocumentfinal1105.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/guidancedocumentfinal1105.pdf
https://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?leg_video=&term=2019&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Text=Y&bn=A1904&default_fld=&Memo=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Actions=Y&Summary=Y
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A5260
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ASSEMBLY BILL 6512 REQUIRES COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION FOR 

STUDENTS IN GRADES K-12 WHICH IS AGE AND 

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE. 

REFERRED TO THE 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE 

ON EDUCATION 

ASSEMBLY BILL 8743 REQUIRES STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK (SUNY) 
SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE MEDICATION ABORTION AT STUDENT 

HEALTH CENTERS.  

REFERRED TO THE 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE 

ON HIGHER 

EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

SENATE BILL 791 MANDATES COMPREHENSIVE, MEDICALLY ACCURATE, AND 

AGE APPROPRIATE SEX EDUCATION BE TAUGHT IN ALL PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS, GRADES ONE THROUGH TWELVE. 

REFERRED TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

ON EDUCATION 

SENATE BILL 1030 ESTABLISHES AN AGE-APPROPRIATE SEX EDUCATION GRANT 

PROGRAM THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
REFERRED TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

ON HEALTH 

SENATE BILL 3798 ESTABLISHES AN AGE APPROPRIATE SEX EDUCATION GRANT 

PROGRAM. TO QUALIFY, CURRICULUM MUST BE MEDICALLY 

ACCURATE, NOT TEACH OR PROMOTE RELIGION, NOT 

EMPHASIZE ABSTINENCE, CONTRACEPTIVES, HPV, 
ENCOURAGE COMMUNICATION ABOUT SEXUALITY, HOW TO 

AVOID UNWANTED SEXUAL ADVANCES, SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION AND GENDER ROLES. 

REFERRED TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

ON HEALTH 

SENATE BILL 6512 REQUIRES COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION FOR 

STUDENTS IN GRADES K-12 WHICH IS AGE AND 

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE. 

REFERRED TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

ON EDUCATION 

 
2019 SESSION: ADJOURNED JUNE 21, 2019 

TITLE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

ASSEMBLY BILL 21 ESTABLISHES THE REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT, WHICH 

ASSERTS REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE AS A FUNDAMENTAL 

COMPONENT OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL’S HEALTH AND 

ESTABLISHES THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO STERILIZATION, 
CARRYING A PREGNANCY TO TERM, AND ACCESS TO ABORTION 

CARE. AMENDS THE PENAL LAW TO REMOVE DISCUSSION OF 

CRIMINAL ABORTION. 

ENACTED 

ASSEMBLY BILL 576 PROHIBITS MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDERS FROM ENGAGING IN 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION CHANGE EFFORTS WITH MINORS, 
CLASSIFYING THE ACT AS PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT.  

ENACTED 

ASSEMBLY BILL 747 AMENDS THE EXECUTIVE LAW, THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAW, AND THE 

EDUCATION LAW TO INCLUDE PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION 

BASED ON GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION.  

ENACTED 

ASSEMBLY BILL 973 PERMITS HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONERS TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE 

RELATED TO THE PREVENTION OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 

DISEASES TO MINORS WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT IF THE 

PERSON HAS THE CAPACITY TO CONSENT TO THE CARE.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH   

ASSEMBLY BILL 1083 ESTABLISHES THE HEALTHY TEENS ACT, AN AGE-APPROPRIATE 

SEX EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM.  
DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6512
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A8743
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3798
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1030
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S3798
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6512
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A21
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A576
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A747
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A973
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A1083
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ASSEMBLY BILL 1904 REQUIRES PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE 

COMPREHENSIVE SEX EDUCATION THAT IS AGE-APPROPRIATE 

AND MEDICALLY ACCURATE.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION  

ASSEMBLY BILL 2876 ESTABLISHES THE REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT, WHICH 

ASSERTS REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE AS A FUNDAMENTAL 

COMPONENT OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL’S HEALTH AND 

ESTABLISHES THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO STERILIZATION, 
CARRYING A PREGNANCY TO TERM, AND ACCESS TO ABORTION 

CARE. AMENDS THE PENAL LAW TO REMOVE DISCUSSION OF 

CRIMINAL ABORTION. 

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

ASSEMBLY BILL 5260 REQUIRES PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS TO TEACH A 

COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT IS 

AGE APPROPRIATE, MEDICALLY ACCURATE, AND RESPECTFUL OF 

ALL PUPILS REGARDLESS OF RACE, ETHNICITY, RELIGION, 
DISABILITY, LANGUAGE, OR SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER 

IDENTITY AND, AT MINIMUM, REFLECTS THE NATIONAL 

SEXUALITY EDUCATION STANDARDS. 

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

ASSEMBLY BILL 5389 PROHIBITS PHYSICIANS FROM PERFORMING OR ATTEMPTING TO 

PERFORM OR INDUCE AN ABORTION IF IT HAS BEEN 

DETERMINED THAT THE FETUS HAS A DETECTABLE HEARTBEAT. 
REQUIRES PHYSICIANS TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS A 

DETECTABLE FETAL HEARTBEAT PRIOR TO PERFORMING OR 

INDUCING AN ABORTION.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

ASSEMBLY BILL 5999 REQUIRES PHYSICIANS TO GIVE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS 48 

HOURS WRITTEN NOTICE BEFORE PERFORMING AN ABORTION 

ON A MINOR.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

ASSEMBLY BILL 6064 PROHIBITS PHYSICIANS FROM PERFORMING OR INDUCING AN 

ABORTION IF IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT THE FETUS IS 

CAPABLE OF FEELING PAIN.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

ASSEMBLY BILL 6125 REQUIRES PHYSICIANS TO GIVE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS 48 

HOURS WRITTEN NOTICE BEFORE PERFORMING AN ABORTION 

ON A MINOR.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH   

ASSEMBLY BILL 6512 REQUIRES PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS TO TEACH A 

COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT, AT 

MINIMUM, REFLECTS THE NATIONAL SEXUALITY EDUCATION 

STANDARDS. 

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION  

ASSEMBLY BILL 6816 PROHIBITS PHYSICIANS FROM PERFORMING OR ATTEMPTING TO 

PERFORM AN ABORTION IF THE INDIVIDUAL IS SEEKING AN 

ABORTION SOLELY BECAUSE OF THE SEX OF THE FETUS.  

DIED IN THE ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

SENATE BILL 240 ESTABLISHES THE REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT, WHICH 

ASSERTS REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE AS A FUNDAMENTAL 

COMPONENT OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL’S HEALTH AND 

ESTABLISHES THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO STERILIZATION, 
CARRYING A PREGNANCY TO TERM, AND ACCESS TO ABORTION 

CARE. AMENDS THE PENAL LAW TO REMOVE DISCUSSION OF 

CRIMINAL ABORTION. 

ENACTED 

https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A1904
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A2876
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A5260
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A5389
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A5999
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/A6064
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A6125
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A6512
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A6816
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S240
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SENATE BILL 791  REQUIRES PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS TO TEACH A 

COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT IS 

MEDICALLY ACCURATE AND AGE APPROPRIATE. 

DIED IN THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE 

EDUCATION  

SENATE BILL 1030 ESTABLISHES THE HEALTHY TEENS ACT, AN AGE-APPROPRIATE 

SEX EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM.  
DIED IN THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

SENATE BILL 1046 PROHIBITS MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDERS FROM ENGAGING IN 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION CHANGE EFFORTS WITH MINORS, 
CLASSIFYING THE ACT AS PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT. 

ENACTED 

SENATE BILL 1047 AMENDS THE EXECUTIVE LAW, THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAW, AND THE 

EDUCATION LAW TO INCLUDE PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION 

BASED ON GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION. 

ENACTED 

SENATE BILL 2621 REQUIRES EACH BOARD OF EDUCATION TO IMPLEMENT A TEEN 

DATING VIOLENCE EDUCATION PROGRAM.  
DIED IN PASS THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE  

EDUCATION  

SENATE BILL 3798 ESTABLISHES THE HEALTHY TEENS ACT, AN AGE-APPROPRIATE 

SEX EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM.  
DIED IN PASS THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH  

SENATE BILL 3899 PERMITS HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONERS TO PROVIDE HEALTH 

CARE RELATED TO THE PREVENTION OF SEXUALLY 

TRANSMITTED DISEASES TO MINORS WITHOUT PARENTAL 

CONSENT IF THE PERSON HAS THE CAPACITY TO CONSENT TO 

THE CARE.  

DIED IN  THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON RULES  

SENATE BILL 4844 REQUIRES PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS TO TEACH A 

COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT, AT 

MINIMUM, REFLECTS THE NATIONAL SEXUALITY EDUCATION 

STANDARDS.  

DIED IN THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION  

 
  LEGISLATIVE KEY  

 

SEX EDUCATION 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE  
SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER 

IDENTITY  
HIV/AIDS (THAT IMPACTS YOUTH) 

 
 

YOUTH SEXUAL HEALTH DATA  

Young people are more than their health behaviors and outcomes. While data can be a powerful tool to 
demonstrate the sex education and sexual health care needs of young people, it is important to be mindful 
that these behaviors and outcomes are impacted by systemic inequities present in our society that affect an 
individual’s sexual health and well-being. To learn more about New York’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
(YRBS) results, click here.  
 
 
 
 

https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S791
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S1030
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S1046
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/A747
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S2621
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S3798
https://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2019/S3899A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S4844
https://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/App/Results.aspx?TT=A&OUT=0&SID=HS&QID=QQ&LID=NY&YID=2017&LID2=&YID2=&COL=S&ROW1=N&ROW2=N&HT=QQ&LCT=LL&FS=S1&FR=R1&FG=G1&FA=A1&FI=I1&FP=P1&FSL=S1&FRL=R1&FGL=G1&FAL=A1&FIL=I1&FPL=P1&PV=&TST=False&C1=&C2=&QP=G&DP=1&VA=CI&CS=Y&SYID=&EYID=&SC=DEFAULT&SO=ASC


 
 

 Last updated on April 7, 2020 
   8 

NEW YORK SCHOOL HEALTH PROFILES DATA  
In 2019, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released the School Health Profiles, which 
measure school health policies and practices and highlight which health topics were taught in schools across 
the country. Since the data were collected from self-administered questionnaires completed by schools’ 
principals and lead health education teachers, the CDC notes that one limitation of the School Health 
Profiles is bias toward the reporting of more positive policies and practices. In the School Health Profiles, 
the CDC identifies 20 sexual health education topics as critical for ensuring a young person’s sexual health. 
Below are key instruction highlights for secondary schools in New York as reported for the 2017–2018 
school year. 

 
Reported teaching all 20 critical sexual health education topics 

● 31.1% of New York secondary schools taught students all 20 critical sexual health education 
topics in a required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8. 

● 73.4% of New York secondary schools taught students all 20 critical sexual health education 
topics in a required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. 

 
Reported teaching about the benefits of being sexually abstinent 

● 89.9% of New York secondary schools taught students about the benefits of being sexually 
abstinent in a required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8.  

● 100.0% of New York secondary schools taught students about the benefits of being sexually 
abstinent in a required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12.  
 

Reported teaching how to access valid and reliable information, products, and services related to 
HIV, other STDs, and pregnancy 

● 78.7% of New York secondary schools taught students how to access valid and reliable 
information, products, and services related to HIV, other STDs, and pregnancy in a required 
course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8. 

● 100.0% of New York secondary schools taught students how to access valid and reliable 
information, products, and services related to HIV, other STDs, and pregnancy in a required 
course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. 

 
Reported teaching how to create and sustain healthy and respectful relationships 

● 84.0% of New York secondary schools taught students how to create and sustain healthy 
and respectful relationships in a required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8.  

● 98.0% of New York secondary schools taught students how to create and sustain healthy 
and respectful relationships in a required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12.  

 
Reported teaching about preventive care that is necessary to maintain reproductive and sexual health 

● 77.4% of New York secondary schools taught students about preventive care that is 
necessary to maintain reproductive and sexual health in a required course in any of grades 6, 
7, or 8.  

● 97.3% of New York secondary schools taught students about preventive care that is 
necessary to maintain reproductive and sexual health in a required course in any of grades 9, 
10, 11, or 12.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/pdf/2018/CDC-Profiles-2018.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/pdf/2018/CDC-Profiles-2018.pdf
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Reported teaching how to correctly use a condom 
● 37.7% of New York secondary schools taught students how to correctly use a condom in a 

required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8.  
● 89.0% of New York secondary schools taught students how to correctly use a condom in a 

required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12.  

 
Reported teaching about methods of contraception other than condoms 

● 52.3% of New York secondary schools taught students about methods of contraception 
other than condoms in a required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8. 

● 96.6% of New York secondary schools taught students about methods of contraception 
other than condoms in a required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. 

 
Reported teaching about sexual orientation 

● 64.6% of New York secondary schools taught students about sexual orientation in a required 
course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8. 

● 90.1% of New York secondary schools taught students about sexual orientation in a required 
course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. 

 
Reported teaching about gender roles, gender identity, or gender expression 

● 65.3% of New York secondary schools taught students about gender roles, gender identity, 
or gender expression in a required course in any of grades 6, 7, or 8. 

● 87.9% of New York secondary schools taught students about gender roles, gender identity, 
or gender expression in a required course in any of grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. 

 
Reported providing curricula or supplementary materials relevant to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or questioning (LGBTQ) youth  

● 76.3% of New York secondary schools provided students with curricula or supplementary 
materials that included HIV, STD, or pregnancy prevention information relevant to LGBTQ 
youth. 

 
Visit the CDC’s School Health Profiles report for additional information on school health policies and 
practices. 
 
 

The quality of sex education taught often reflects funding available for 
sex education programs. 

To learn more about federal funding streams, click here. 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/profiles/pdf/2016/2016_Profiles_Report.pdf
https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Federal-Programs-Funding-Chart-FY19-Mar-2019.pdf

