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On behalf 
of the staff and 
Board of Directors 
of the Sexuality 

Information and Education Council 
of the United States (SIECUS), I 
would like to thank you for your 
support of SIECUS at some point over 
the past 50 years. Whether you are 
a current donor or funder, a current 
or former staff member, a current or 
former Board member, an intern, a 
supporter, a colleague, or a friend, we 
would not have made it to our 50th 
anniversary without you. Thank you!

When SIECUS was founded 
in 1964 there were some existing 
organizations that danced around the 
edges of human sexuality by giving 
out information about family life, 
human reproduction, or ‘venereal 
disease,’ but there was a gaping hole 
in what was available. One that our 
founders vowed to fill. To quote from 
the very first SIECUS Newsletter 
(February, 1965), “And to this end 
the supplemental programs of 
SIECUS will include materials 
and points of view that recognize 
and deal with human sexuality in 
its totality rather than as limited to 
human reproduction, and at all ages 
rather than limited to adolescence 
and youth.”

Slowly but surely the dialogue 
about sexuality has taken incremental 
shifts toward being one that is more 

inclusive, more holistic, and more 
affirming, and SIECUS has certainly 
played a leadership role in that. 
Moreover, we are now living in an age 
where information about sexuality is 
readily available from many sources 
(some better than others). But we still 
have a long way to go.

Our work moving forward will   
focus on strategies that we believe will 
continue to bring society closer to 
our vision of a world in which sexual 
health and well-being is embraced   
and celebrated.

Sexuality education remains 
our primary focus and our current 
strategies take a two-pronged 
approach. Our staff ensures that those 
who provide sexuality education on 
the front lines have the training, skills, 
and resources they need to do their 
important work well. This work on 
sexuality education implementation 
takes us from the classroom to the 
school board meeting; from the after-
school program to the parenting 
workshop. The other half of our 
strategy finds us on Capitol Hill and 
in state houses across the country as 
we work with advocates to secure state 
and federal policies that are supportive 
of sexuality education and a range of 
other sexuality issues, as well as the 
funding needed to implement them.

On April 10, 2014, in New 
York City, SIECUS held a rousing 
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ON THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2014, 

SIECUS CELEBRATED OUR 

50TH ANNIVERSARY AT NOIR IN 

NEW YORK CITY WITH NEARLY 

200 DONORS AND FUNDERS, 

EDUCATORS, ADVOCATES, 

COLLEAGUES, CURRENT AND 

FORMER STAFF, CURRENT AND 

FORMER BOARD MEMBERS, AND 

FRIENDS. GUESTS CAME TOGETHER 

TO TOAST SIECUS’ 50TH YEAR AND 

HEAR MORE ABOUT WHAT THERE IS 

AHEAD FOR OUR ORGANIZATION.

See pages 6 – 11 for photos that 
highlight some of the night’s 
greatest moments!
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Advocates for Youth
Aziza Ahmed
AIDS United/Vignetta 
  Charles, Ph.D.
American Sexual 
  Health Association
Lina and Al Anderson
Anonymous
Answer
Babeland
Myra Batchelder
Debbie Bazarsky
Roslyn Black, The Robert 
  Sterling Clark Foundation
Diana Bruce
Eliza Byard, Ph.D.
Peggy and Ken Calestro
Dr. Michael Carrera
Dr. Elizabeth and 
  Theodore Casparian
Haig and Kathryn Casparian
Claire E. Cavanah
The Center for Family Life 
  Education at Planned 
  Parenthood of Central 
  and Greater Northern 
  NewJersey 
Center for Health 
  and Gender Equity
Rebecca Chalker, Ph.D.
Ralph Chartier and 
  John Cratin
Clare Coleman
Stanley Coleman
Jennie Correa
Dan Daley
Dr. Lawrence D’Angelo
Cecil Dearborne
Elena Deutsch
Diane DiMauro
Joseph DiNorcia
Patricia Doughty
Drs. Nadia Dowshen and 
  Alfred Atanda Jr.
Jessica Fields
Rebecca Fox
Dr. Richard A. Friend

Nora Gelperin, M.Ed.
Aaron R. Gilchrist
Amy Glickman
Eva Goldfarb and 
  Robert Maskin
Kenneth L. Goody
Eli R. Green
Mary and Steven Greenfield
Kwasi Apraku-Gyau
Reverend Debra W. Haffner
Leigh Hallingby
Evan Harris
Melanie Havelin
Linda Hawkins, Ph.D.
Healthy Endeavors: 
  Consulting and Training LLC
Karen K. Hein, M.D.
Marjorie Heins
Jennifer Heitel
Leslie Kantor
Wayne Kawadler
Kevin Keene
Maureen Kelly and 
  Luca Maurer
Martha Kempner
James D. Kiggen
Steve Killpack
Geoffrey Knox
Darrel Lang
Tomas Leal and Jose R. Cox II
Dr. Nancy Lesko
Jean Levitan
Barbara and Adam Libove
E. James Lieberman, MD, MPH
Michael Lott
Mireya Manigault
Lissette Marrero
Ruth Mayer
Konstance McCaffree, Ph.D.
Corey A. McDougle
Michigan Educators 
  and Advocates
William Middleswart
Minuteman Press
Ken Monteiro and 
  Leo Blackman
Beth Mohsinger

National Family Planning 
  and Reproductive 
  Health Association
National Latina Institute 
  for Reproductive Health
Paul Neuman
Ohio Children’s Foundation
Jason Osher and 
  Richard Schubel
Rich Palermo
Ambika Panday, Esq.
Planned Parenthood 
  Federation of America, 
  Education Division
Planned Parenthood of 
  New York City/Joan Malin
Carolyn Patierno
Wayne Pawlowski, ACSW, 
  LICSW
Stacie Renfro Powers
Jane Quinn
Sarah Grigsby-Reiser
Coralie Meade Rodriguez
Frank and Dora Rodriguez
Monica Rodriguez and 
  Hassan Fkira
Adam R. Rose
Betty Rothbart
Stephen Russell and 
  Scott Neeley
Herb Samuels, MSW, Ph.D.
Nathan M. Schaefer
Mark Schoen
Lisa B. Schwartz
Bob and Harriet Selverstone
The Sexuality and Aging 
  Consortium at Widener 
  University
Marta Siberio
Justin A. Sitron, Ph.D.
Joann Smith
William (Bill) Smith
The Society for the Scientific 
  Study of Sexuality
Danene Sorace
Maria Sorenson
Dominick Splendorio

James Sprayberry
Barbara H. Stanton
William and Kathy Stayton
Monte Steinman
Margie and Mort Steinberg
Bill Taverner
Grant P. Thompson
Deborah Tolman and 
  Luis Ubiñas
Darlene Torres
University of Minnesota, 
  Program in Human Sexuality
Al Vernacchio
Adrienne Verrilli and 
  Michael Greenberg
Betsy Wacker
Clarey Walker
Howell Wechsler
Jason M. Whittle
Widener University, Center for 
  Human Sexuality Studies
Dr. David Wiley
Jennifer Williams/
  the watsons
Dr. Samantha Williams
Pam Wilson, MSW
Susan N. Wilson
Suzanne Thaler Witzenburg
Mary Wohlford Foundation
Claudia Trevor-Wright
Michael Wynn
William L. Yarber, HSD
Peg Yorkin
Hirokazu Yoshikawa
YTH
Tony Zisa

SIECUS 50th Anniversary Supporters

reception to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary. Nearly 200 donors 
and funders, educators, advocates, 
colleagues, current and former 
staff, current and former Board 
members, and friends came together 
to recognize SIECUS’ 50th year 
and hear more about what there 

is ahead for our organization. I 
am proud to dedicate this issue of 
SIECUS Developments to SIECUS’ 
50th anniversary, highlighting this 
spectacular event.

As we work to make certain that 
all people have the right and the 
ability to experience sexual health 

and well-being appropriate to their 
age and stage of life, we hope that 
we can continue to count on your 
support. And again, our sincerest 
thanks to everyone who has supported 
SIECUS, our work, and our mission 
over the last 50 years. Here’s to the 
next 50!  

Message from the President
Continued from page 1

Thank you all! And thank you to those who brought guests with them to celebrate!
We had such a good time, we can’t remember it all, so if you were there and we forgot to list you we’re so sorry. 



SUMMER/FALL 2014  |  SIECUS DEVELOPMENTS  |  3

SIECUS SALUTES!
Gifts made in honor of an individual can commemorate a birthday or anniversary, recognize 

the work of someone special, memorialize a special person, or celebrate the holidays. 
Below are recent gifts to SIECUS for the period of March – August 2014  from special people to special people.

•	Kwasi Apraku-Gyau in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Dany and Stephanie Berghoff in honor of            
Barbara Libove

•	John Biuso in honor of Jason Osher

•	Eric Boving in memory of Malou Conrad

•	Dr. Michael Carrera in memory of Barbara Huberman

•	Dr. Michael Carrera in honor of Dr. Susan          
Powers-Alexander

•	Stanley Coleman in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Raquel Colon in memory of Carolos Velez

•	Cecil Dearborne in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Joseph and MaryAnn DiNorcia in memory of          
Bessie Garber

•	Aaron R. Gilchrist in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Karen Gischlar in honor of Jason Osher

•	Abby and Steve Gorlick in memory of Bessie Garber

•	Margaret E. Hall in honor of Raquel Colon

•	Margaret E. Hall in memory of Edris Rice-Wray

•	Melanie Havelin in honor of Jason Osher

•	Warren H. James in memory of John F. Abele, MD

•	Michael Kaplan in honor of Vignetta Eugenia Charles

•	Kevin Keene in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Laura and Alan Libove in honor of Barbara Libove

•	Mireya Manigault in honor of Corey McDougle

•	William Middleswart in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Carol Schops in honor of Jason Osher

•	Richard Schubel in honor of Jason Osher

•	Peggie Sherwood in honor of Jason Osher

•	May Vaughan, RN in honor of Lawrence         
D’Angelo, MD

•	Al Vernacchio in honor of Monica Rodriguez

•	Clarey Walker in honor of Corey McDougle

•	Jason M. Whittle in honor of Corey McDougle

Please consider honoring someone special in your life with a gift to SIECUS.

Become a Monthly 
SIECUS Supporter!

Can’t make the large 
donation you’d like to 

all at once? 

Spread it out over the 
year instead.

Sign up for an automatic donation 
to be made to SIECUS each month 

securely charged to the credit 
card of your choice. You can sign 
up for this free service by visiting 

the SIECUS website at www.
siecus.org and clicking on the 

DONATE button. Or you can visit 
www.siecus.org/donate

REMEMBER TO VISIT THE SIECUS WEBSITE: 
www.SIECUS.org

Information is 
everything. 

And that’s 
a fact of life.
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SIECUS Board Member and AIDS United Senior    
Vice President Vignetta Eugenia Charles Appointed 

to Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS
The Sexuality Information 

and Education Council of the 
United States (SIECUS) is 
proud to congratulate Vignetta 
Eugenia Charles, PhD, SIECUS 
Board Member and Senior Vice 
President for AIDS United, as she 
is appointed to the Presidential 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS 
(PACHA). Formed by Executive 
Order in June 1995, PACHA 
provides advice, information, 
and recommendations to the 
Secretary regarding programs and 
policies related to HIV prevention, 
care, and research. Members 
are selected for their particular 
expertise in, experience with, or 
knowledge of, matters concerning 
HIV and AIDS. 

“It is an honor to be able to 
serve on the Presidential Advisory 

Council on HIV/AIDS,” said Dr. 
Charles. “So much incredible work 
has been done in the past 30 years 
to help prevent and treat HIV/
AIDS—and I’m happy to have 
been a small part of it. But there 
is still more work to do—and it is 
a privilege to be able to provide 
information on programs that 
work and make recommendations 
for national action with such an 
esteemed group of colleagues on 
the PACHA.” 

At AIDS United, Dr. Charles 
is responsible for overseeing 
grantmaking and capacity building 
programs. She is an alumna of 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, the Harvard School 
of Public Health, and the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health. Her work 

experience includes diverse 
roles, such as: serving as the 
national health educator for the 
Commonwealth of Dominica, 
West Indies; initiating a teen 
pregnancy prevention portfolio for 
The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation; and coordinating 
HIV-prevention programs in both 
San Francisco and Oakland, 
California. As well as serving on 
the Board of Directors of SIECUS, 
she also serves on the Board of the 
Center for Health and Gender 
Equity (CHANGE).

Dr. Charles was appointed in 
September 2014 to serve a two-year 
term on PACHA. 

SIECUS wishes Dr. Charles all 
the best as she positively influences 
HIV/AIDS policy and programs 
throughout the United States.  

SIECUS Board of Directors
Elizabeth M. Casparian, Ph.D.

Board Chair
Executive Director, HiTOPS, Inc.

Claire Cavanah
Co-Founder, Babeland

Vignetta Charles, Ph.D.
Senior Vice President, AIDS United

Ralph S. Chartier
Director

Providence Community Health Center

Lawrence J. D’Angelo, M.D., 
M.P.H.

Chief, Division of Adolescent and  
Young Adult Medicine

Children’s National Medical Center
Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine

George Washington University

Nadia Lauren Dowshen, M.D.
Director of Adolescent HIV Services, 

Division of Adolescent Medicine
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Assistant Professor, Department of 

Pediatrics, University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine

Linda Hawkins, Ph.D.
Adolescent Psychotherapist, 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Darrel Lang, Ed.D.
Secretary 
President

Health Endeavors: Consulting and 
Training, LLC 

Barbara Libove
Director of Social Impact Finance

Freelancers Union

Corey A. McDougle, M.B.A.
Manager, Advisory Services, 

Ernst & Young, LLP

Stephen Russell, Ph.D.
Treasurer

Professor and Fitch Nesbitt 
Endowed Chair in Family and 

Consumer Sciences
Director, Frances McClelland 

Institute for Children, 
Youth and Families

University of Arizona

Justin A. Sitron, Ph.D.
Vice Chair

Assistant Professor of Human 
Sexuality, Widener University
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THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2014
NOIR 

151 EAST 50TH STREET 

NEW YORK NY 10022

HONORARY CHAIRS

MICHAEL CARRERA, PHD

BARBARA H. STANTON

CO-CHAIRS

ELIZABETH M. CASPARIAN, PHD

WILLIAM L. YARBER, HSD

BENEFIT COMMITTEE

AZIZA AHMED

PEGGY CALESTRO

CLAIRE CAVANAH

RICHARD FRIEND, PHD

EVA GOLDFARB, PHD

LINDA HAWKINS, PHD

MAUREEN KELLY

STEVE KILLPACK

DARREL LANG, EDD

JASON OSHER

MONICA RODRIGUEZ

JUSTIN A. SITRON, PHD

PAMELA WILSON, MSW

Celebrating the          th anniversary of SIECUS50
THE FOLLOWING PAGES HIGHLIGHT SOME OF THE NIGHT’S GREATEST MOMENTS.

In addition, you can see a video of photos by visiting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr-MryVvYvU
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

 SIECUS50th Anniversary Leaders

 SIECUSWelcome Home
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

Speech! Speech!
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

Current and Former Staff
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

Current and Former Staff
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

Current and Former Staff
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

Current and Former Board
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

You’ve Got to Have Friends
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

You’ve Got to Have Friends
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

You’ve Got to Have Friends
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SIECUS 50TH ANNIVERSARY  x  APRIL 10,  2014

You’ve Got to Have Friends
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SIECUS Developments is a semiannual 
publication of the Sexuality Information 

and Education Council of the United 
States. Founded in 1964, SIECUS affirms 

that sexuality is a fundamental part of 
being human, one that is worthy of dignity 

and respect. We advocate for the right 
of all people to accurate information, 

comprehensive education about sexuality, 
and sexual health services. SIECUS works 

to create a world that ensures social  
justice and sexual rights.

SIECUS
90 John Street, Suite 402

New York, NY 10038
Phone: 212-819-9770 Fax: 212-819-9776

1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 1108
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202-265-2405 Fax: 202-462-2340

E-mail: siecus@siecus.org
www.siecus.org

Plan It!
Planned gifts are a sensible way to have a lasting social impact 
through the organizations you care about most. There are many 
personal benefits to making a planned gift to SIECUS, including 

making a larger charitable gift than you thought possible; 
providing inheritances for your heirs at a reduced tax cost; 
reducing your income tax and/or avoiding capital gains tax; 

diversifying your investment portfolio; and leaving a charitable 
legacy for future generations.  

There are several planned giving opportunities that would help 
secure the critical work of SIECUS for years to come.

Bequests  •  Life Insurance

Retirement Plan Assets  •  Trusts

Your lawyer or financial advisor can help you take the next 
step toward making a planned gift to SIECUS and investing                  

in a sexually healthy future for all. 

If you need any additional information or assistance, please 
don’t hesitate to call Jason Osher, chief operating officer at 

SIECUS, at 212.819.9770, extension 319.

Make an online donation to 
SIECUS by going to 

www.siecus.org Look for 
the Support SIECUS! Make 

Sexuality Education Available 
to All box with the DONATE 

NOW! Button. Or you can visit 
www.siecus.org/donate

1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 1108, Washington, DC 20005


