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Community-based organizations in New Jersey received $3,212,642 in federal
finds for abstinence-only-until-marriage programs in Fiscal Year 2007.

New Jersey Sexuality Education Law and Policy

New Jersey law mandates at least 150 minutes of health education during each school week in grades one
through 12. In addition, high school students must acquire 3 % credits of health education each year.
School districts must align their health education curricula with the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Core Curriculum Content Standards.

New Jersey State Department of Education released the Comgprebensive Health Education and Physical
Education Curricnlum Framework in 1999. It includes detailed suggestions for teaching about HIV/AIDS,
STDs, and teen pregnhancy prevention.

Under Standard 2.4: Human Sexuality and Family Life, the curriculum framework addresses a wide
variety of topics for students in kindergarten through high school including gender assumptions, peer
pressure, the reproductive system, families, media stereotypes, HIV/AIDS, abstinence, sexual otientation,
and marriage. The framework aims to “provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to establish
healthy relationships and practice safe and healthful behaviors,” including instruction on “healthy sexual
development as well as the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, HIV infection, and unintended
pregnancy.”

Standard 2.4 also includes guidelines about abstinence and contraception. Specifically, students are
taught strategies to support abstinence, and to compare and contrast this practice with the use of
contraception. State law also requires that all sexuality education programs and curricula stress abstinence.
In addition, “Any instruction concerning the use of contraceptives or prophylactics such as condoms shall
also include information on their failure rates for preventing pregnancy, HIV, and other sexually
transmitted diseases in actual use among adolescent populations and shall clearly explain the difference
between risk reduction through the use of such devices and risk elimination through abstinence.”

New Jersey allows parents or guardians to remove their children from any part of the health, family
life or sex education classes if it is “in conflict with his conscience, or sincerely held moral or religious
beliefs.” This is referred to as an “opt-out” policy.

See New Jersey Statutes Amended 18A:35-4.7, 18A:35-4.20 and 18A:35-4.21; New Jersey Administrative
Code 6A:8-3.1; and New Jersey Comprebensive Health Education and Physical Education Curriculum.
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Recent Legislation

Resolution Wants Federal Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Funding

Senate Resolution 98, introduced in March 2007 and referred to the Committee on Education, urges
Governor Jon Corzine to apply for the almost $800,000 available to the state through the federal Title V
abstinence-only-until-marriage program. Governor Corzine has rejected the money based on concerns
about some of the strict guidelines imposed by the federal government. The resolution states, “To reject
available funding which can be used for a needed and worthy program for our children is poor public
policy, and students should be taught that abstinence is the only completely reliable option available to
prevent pregnancy or the sexual transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases.”

Events of Note

School Admunistrators Censor Y earbook Photo of Gay Couple

June 2007; Newark, N|

After buying a tribute page in the school yearbook for $150 and filling it with pictures of his life, an Fast
Side High School senior found one of his photos, a picture of him kissing his boyfriend, blacked out when
yearbooks were distributed.

The yearbook publication rules do prohibit graphic photos. In fact, the yearbook contains several
photos of heterosexual couples kissing. Still, the pictured caught the attention of an assistant
superintendent who was concerned about it upsetting parents and passed it on to the superintendent.
Calling the photo “illicit,” the superintendent, who did not review any other portion of the yearbook,
made the decision to black it out.”

The student has been open with his friends, family, and educators about his sexual orientation. “I've
never had to deal with this before,” he said. “It’s shocking. It’s crazy.” Other students at the graduation
banquet where the yearbooks were distributed were also surprised to find the photo censored. One fellow
senior commented, “He purchased the page and [it] fell under the rules. If they want to kiss,” she said,
“that’s their page. If you don’t like it, don’t look at it.”*

Days after a story about the photo ran in the New Jersey Star Ledger, the district issued an apology to the
student and made uncensored versions of the yearbook available. The statement reads, “Superintendent
Marion A. Bolden personally apologizes to Mr. Jackson and regrets any embarrassment and unwanted
attention the matter has brought to him.” A district spokesperson, however, coupled the apology with a
defense of the eatlier decision, saying, ““The decision was based, in part, on misinformation that Mr.
Jackson was not one of our students and our review simply focused on the suggestive nature of the
photograph.”

While he was pleased to have an uncensored edition of the yearbook, Jackson said he was
disappointed to have learned about the apology through the media rather than a face-to-face interaction.’

School District 1Votes to Ban Video Showing Diverse Families

October 2007; Marlton, NJ

The Evesham Township School District board voted 7—1 to stop using a film showing diverse types
of families, including those with same-sex parents. This decision came after an intense community-
wide controversy.

The film, “That’s a Family,” was shown to third graders in an effort to encourage tolerance for
children from diverse families.” Families with stepparents, adopted children, mixed race parents, and
bilingual parents were all shown. However, it was the inclusion of families with same-sex parents
that caused a furor among some residents in the school district.

The controversy broke in January 2007 after some parents, angry that their children had seen the
video, complained to school administrators. In response administrators held a forum for parents to
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voice their concerns. Local media outlets covered the event, which was sometimes less than civil.
One parent screamed that homosexuality was a “horrible concept” and as such had no place in the
Golden Rule—doing unto others as one would do unto oneself.” Another called the depiction of
same-sex families in the video “absolutely appalling.”” And a third claimed that the school district
did not have the right to show something that she felt was morally wrong."

District officials initially defended the video as an important tool in teaching tolerance of
diversity."' The curriculum director said, “The video makes no judgment about lifestyles. .. the video
is to teach respect for the diversity of all children.”"? Another parent agreed with the school boatd,
saying, “You have to acknowledge that these different kinds of families exist.”"

The argument over the video continued through the summer until the school board’s vote to
stop using it. The board reasoned that the video had simply created too much controversy within
the community."* One board member said, “I look out here and see a community tearing itself apart.
It’s obvious that this video is a lightning rod.”"

While the video is not mandated by the state, New Jersey law does stipulate that second-grade
students should have the ability to “identify different kinds of families and explain that families may
differ for many reasons.”'* The state also gives legal rights and recognition to same-sex couples
under civil union legislation.

The Laramie Project Brings Controversy and Changed Perceptions to Town

October 2007; Ocean Township, N

Overwhelming support for the production of The Laramie Project compelled Ocean Township High School
administrators to reverse their initial ban on the play.

The Laramie Project arose from the 1998 murder of 21-year-old University of Wyoming student
Matthew Shepard who was brutally beaten, tied to a fence, and left for dead on a below-freezing
Midwestern night because he was gay. The principal believed the play’s provocative nature would cause a
“disruption” to the district.'” The play’s director objected but to no avail.

Media attention to the incident, however, prompted outcry from individuals across the state. The
statewide gay-rights group, Garden State Equality, announced a plan to bring 500 protestors to the next
school board meeting; local radio personalities booked a theater in Trenton to hold the play if the district
continued to refuse; and the superintendent received more than 1,000 emails from people in across the
country and around the world condemning the decision.'®

The outpouring of support prompted the district to reconsider. The superintendent said that he was
working in students’ best interests. “I felt the play was poignant, brutal and very intense. You have to have
the maturity to understand what is being inferred,” he said."” Nonetheless, he changed his mind and
allowed the production to continue.

The president of the school’s Gay-Straight Alliance and actors in the play applauded the
superintendent’s reversal. Several actors with the production said they felt they were “bringing a message
of tolerance” to their peers, and possibly helping to avert a similar occurrence in the Garden State.”

The school used the controversy to teach about diversity and prejudice, presenting abridged versions
of the play to each grade level. Teachers and students had a conversation about intolerance, homophobia,
and bullying before and after the presentation to see how perceptions changed.

A freshman and actor applauded the activity, saying, “It makes you think how someone could have
such belligerence to hurt someone so badly because of a sexual difference. I don’t understand how people
could be so narrow-minded.””'
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New Jersey’s Youth: Statistical Information of Note™
> 1In 2005, 44% of female high school students and 44% of male high school students in New
Jersey reported ever having had sexual intercourse compared to 46% of female high school
students and 48% of male high school students nationwide.

» 1n 2005, 3% of female high school students and 7% of male high school students in New Jetsey
reported having had sexual intercourse before age 13 compared to 4% of female high school
students and 9% of male high school students nationwide.

» 1n 2005, 10% of female high school students and 14% of male high school students in New
Jersey reported having had four or more lifetime sexual partners compared to 12% of female high
school students and 17% of male high school students nationwide.

» 1n 2005, 35% of female high school students and 31% of male high school students in New
Jersey reported being currently sexually active (defined as having had sexual intercourse in the
three months prior to the survey) compared to 35% of female high school students and 33% of
male high school students nationwide.

» In 2005, among those high school students who teported being currently sexually active, 65% of
females and 79% of males in New Jersey reported having used condoms the last time they had
sexual intercourse compared to 56% of females and 70% of males nationwide.

» In 2005, among those high school students who teported being currently sexually active, 18% of
females and 13% of males in New Jersey reported having used birth control pills the last time they
had sexual intercourse compared to 21% of females and 15% of males nationwide.

» 1In 2005, among those high school students who reported being cutrently sexually active, 19% of
females and 25% of males in New Jersey reported having used alcohol or drugs the last time they
had sexual intercourse compared to 19% of females and 28% of males nationwide.

Title V Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Funding

New Jersey would have been eligible for $161,398 in Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage funding
in Fiscal Year 2007. The Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage grant requires states to provide three
state-raised dollars or the equivalent in services for every four federal dollars received. The state
match may be provided in part or in full by local groups. New Jersey, however, does not apply for
these funds due to the extraordinary restrictions placed upon how the money must be spent.
Therefore, the state does not match funds nor does it have organizations supported by this type of
federal money.

In October 2006, Governor Jon Corzine made the decision to reject federal funding for abstinence-
only-until-marriage programs in New Jersey.”> Fred M. Jacobs, Commissioner for the N.J. Department of
Health and Senior Services, and Lucille Davy, Commissioner for the N.]. Department of Education,
informed the federal government of the state’s decision in a letter to the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). The letter stated that the goals of the federal Title V abstinence-only-until-
marriage program conflicted with long-standing sexuality education laws in New Jersey.

According to the letter, the federal government’s abstinence-only-until-marriage guidelines
contradict New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standard which has been in place for more than 25
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years and requires a more comprehensive approach to sexuality education. Moreover, the governot’s
office cautioned that accepting federal abstinence-only dollars may, in fact, cost the state money
because students may require additional sexuality education to clarify the partial information and
cotrect the misinformation that is taught in abstinence-only-until-marriage programs.*

Community-Based Abstinence Education (CBAE) and Adolescent Family Life Act (AFLA)
Grantees

There are four CBAE grantees in New Jersey: Columbus Hospital (receives two grants), Free Teens USA,
Inc., Impact Community Development Corporation, and Several Sources Foundation. There is one
AFLA grantee in New Jersey: Freedom Foundation of New Jersey.

Columbus Hospital’s “YES You Can!” abstinence-only-until-marriage program serves the areas of
Newark, Orange, Fast Orange, and Irvington.”> When offered in clinical settings, YES You Can! uses a
laptop-driven CD-Rom as a teaching tool. The computer program is accompanied by one-on-one
counseling. In classrooms, YES You Can! uses three distinct age-appropriate curricula for students in
grades 7 through 12.%

Free Teens USA, Inc. states that it “reaches more than 15,000 teens annually in urban and suburban
areas of NY and NJ.”*" Free Teens USA sponsors both “Free Teens Clubs” and “Teen Leader Councils,”
which use the Relationship Intelligence and Free Teens 1 eadership Training abstinence-only-until-marriage
curricula.”®

Free Teens USA dedicates much of its website to making the case against comprehensive sexuality
education. One article entitled “Abstinence vs. ‘Comprehensive’ Sex Ed: Research or Propaganda” claims
that although “there have been many (often gleeful) media reports this year about the Mathematica review
of 4 federally funded abstinence education programs,” research by Stan Weed debunks this.”

In fact, the Mathematica review to which Free Teens refers was conducted on behalf of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services and looked at a handful of programs cherry-picked by the
abstinence-only-until-marriage industry. The study found no evidence that abstinence-only-until-marriage
programs such as these increase rates of sexual abstinence.”

Stan Weed looked at one program in Virginia and found that it had marginal success in helping very
young teens (13 year-olds) delay sexual intercourse. It is also worth noting that the curriculum used in this
Virginia program relied on fear and shame, and included medically inaccurate information.”

Several Sources Foundation describes its mission by saying: “Through God’s Grace, we save babies’
lives and shelter their young mothers while providing education and ongoing compassionate support
services. We further educate young people to make healthy life choices.”” Several Sources Foundation
strongly emphasizes chastity as one of those healthy life choices. While pregnant women “are awaiting the
births of their babies, they are counseled on abstinence and attend chastity workshops.”” The young
women then take a chastity pledge.

Research has found that under certain conditions such pledges, most commonly called virginity
pledges, may help some adolescents delay sexual intercourse. When they work, pledges help this select
group of adolescents delay the onset of sexual intercourse for an average of 18 months—far short of
marriage. Researchers found that pledges only worked when taken by a small group of students. Pledges
taken by a whole class were ineffective. More importantly, the studies also found that those young people
who took a pledge were one-third less likely to use contraception when they did become sexually active
than their peers who had not pledged. These teens are therefore more vulnerable to the risks of
unprotected sexual activity, such as unintended pregnancy and STDs, including HIV/AIDS. Further
research has confirmed that although some students who take pledges delay intercourse, ultimately they
are just as likely to contract an STD as their non-pledging peers. The study also found that the STD rates
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were higher in communities where a significant proportion (over 20 percent) of the young people had
taken virginity pledges.”

The Several Sources Foundation grantee also publishes an abstinence-only-until-marriage curriculum,
The Choice Gamze, which has an accompanying website. There are different versions of The Choice Ganee,
including a “Midwest Version” with “95 percent Caucasian actors” and an “Urban Version” with “55
percent African American actors, 24 percent Hispanic actors.” According to the website, the “remaining
[actors] are Caucasian.”’

Both versions include a section on teen pregnancy. On the website, the urban version follows a young
pregnant woman of color as she attempts to decide if she will marry, put the child up for adoption, or
raise the child alone. Abortion is not discussed as an option. The young woman is shown as having no
support until the home for pregnant teens (which Several Sources also runs) steps in—her grandmother
cannot help her raise the child because “you know that landlord won’t have no babies,” her boyfriend
leaves to join the Navy, and her boyfriend’s mother doubts if her son is the father. The Midwest version
does not deal with unintended pregnancies, instead stating that this “curriculum has as its exclusive
purpose to teach abstinence and is consistent with the abstinence-until-marriage message.”* While it is
often appropriate to create culturally competent curricula geared to the specific population or community
in whom the program will be used, the double standard implied by these two versions is disturbing.
Several Sources seems to suggest that while young people in the Midwest have the ability to decide to save
sex for marriage thereby avoiding unintended pregnancies, their “urban” counterparts do not and will be
left to deal with the consequences.

The video clip about sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) from the Midwest version of The Choice
Game depicts a young man and woman having a conversation about the differences between men and
women:

Woman: I really cared for him and thought we maybe had a future together
Man: Yeah, gitls are really different

Woman: What’s that supposed to mean?

Man: You know, I mean like guys just want to have fun.

Woman: Why? Cause they don’t get pregnant?

Man: I think some girls wanna get pregnant, just to be able to leave their parents.
Woman: Seriously?

Man: Or, they just wanna get government aid.”
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Federal and State Funding for Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Programs in FY 2007

Abstinence-Only-Until-
Marriage Grantee

Length of Grant

Amount of Grant

Type of Grant (includes Title
V, CBAE, AFLA, and other
funds)

Columbus Hospital
2004-2007
DUAL GRANTEE

2007-2011

www.cathedralhealth.org/
columbus.html

$393,500

$510,728

CBAE

CBAE

Free Teens USA, Inc

2005-2008

www.freeteensusa.org

$800,000

CBAE

Impact Community
Development Corporation

2004-2007

www.impactcdc.org

$439,307

CBAE

Several Sources Foundation
2005—2008

www.severalsourcesfd.org

$775,951

CBAE

Freedom Foundation of New
Jersey

2004-2009

$293,156

AFLA

Adolescent Health Contact™
Cynthia A. Collins, MS, RD

Program Manager, Child and Adolescent Health
New Jersey Department of Health & Senior Services, Child and Adolescent Health

Program P.O. Box 364

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0364

Phone: (609) 292-1723




NEW JERSEY

ACLU of New Jersey
P.O. Box 32159
Newark, NJ 07102
Phone: (973) 642-2084
www.aclu-nj.org

Family Planning Association
of New Jersey

210 West State St.

Trenton, NJ 08608

Phone: (609) 393-8423

Hyacinth AIDS Foundation
317 George St., Suite 203
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Phone: (732) 246-0204
www.hyacinth.org

New Jersey Lesbian and Gay Coalition
P.O. Box 11335

New Brunswick, NJ 08906

Phone: (732) 828-6772

www.njlgc.org

New Jersey Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice

P.O. Box 13

Mt. Freedom, NJ 07974

Phone: (973) 656-9494

WWW.NJICrc.org

Sierra Club — New Jersey Chapter
145 West Hanover St.

Trenton, NJ 08618
www.newjersey.sierraclub.org

New Jersey Christian Coalition

560 Hoover Avenue

Township of Washington, NJ 07676
Phone: (201) 358-1382

www.njchristiancoalition.org

New Jersey Organizations that Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education

Answer

41 Gordon Rd., Suite C
Piscataway, NJ 08854
Phone: (732) 445-7929

answet.rutgers.edu

HiTOPS

21 Wiggins St.
Princeton, NJ 08540
Phone: (609) 683-5155
www.hitops.org

NARAL Pro-Choice New Jersey
P.O. Box 23312

Trenton, NJ 08607

Phone: (609) 439-4516
www.prochoicenj.org

New Jersey National Organization for
Women

110 West State St.

Trenton, NJ 08608

Phone: (609) 393-0156

WWW.NOWN|.org

Planned Parenthood of Greater Northern
New Jersey

196 Speedwell Ave.

Morristown, NJ 07960

Phone: (973) 539-9580

WWW. nnj.or

New Jersey Organizations that Oppose Comprehensive Sexuality Education

New Jersey Family Policy Council
P.O. Box 6011

Parsippany, NJ 07054

Phone: (800)653-7204

www.njfpc.org



Newspapers in New Jersey’

New Jersey Right to Life
113 North Avenue W
Cranford, NJ 07016
Phone: (908) 276-6620

9

Courier News
Newsroom

1201 Route 22 W.
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Phone: (908) 722-8800

WWW.C-NN.com

Herald News

Newsroom

1 Garret Mountain Plaza
West Paterson, NJ 07424
Phone: (973) 569-7100
www.mvheraldnews.com

The Jersey Journal
Newsroom

30 Journal Square
Jersey City, NJ 07306
Phone: (201) 653-1000

www.nj.com/jjournal

The Star-1 edger
Newsroom

1 Star Ledger Plaza
Newark, NJ 07102
Phone: (973) 392-4141
www.starledger.com

NEW JERSEY

Courier-Post
Newsroom

301 Cuthbert Blvd.
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
Phone: (856) 663-6000

http:/ /www.coutierpostonline.com

The Hudson Reporter
Newsroom

P.O. Box 3069

Hoboken, NJ 07030
Phone 201-798-7800
www.hudsonreporter.com

NJIN/New Jersey Network
Newsroom

P.O. Box 777

Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone: (609) 777-5000

www.njn.net

The Times

Newsroom

P.O. Box 847
Trenton, NJ 08605
Phone: (609) 989-5454
www.nj.com/times

1'This refers to the fiscal year for the federal government which begins on October 1 and ends on September 30. The fiscal year
is designated by the calendar year in which it ends; for example, Fiscal Year 2007 begins on October 1, 2006 and ends on
September 30, 2007.

2 Kasi Addison, “Gay Pait’s Photo Blacked Out Of Yearbook,” Star Ledger (N]), 22 June 2007, accessed 25 June 2007,
<www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2007/06/gay pairs photo blacked out of 1.html>.

3 Ibid.

*Ibid.

5 “School District Apologizes for Censotship,” MSNBC.com, 25 June 2007, accessed 27 June 2007,
<www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19420828/>.

6 Tbid.

7“School Video Featuring Gay Families Riles N.]. Parents,” 365Gay.com, 31 January 2007, accessed 1 Februaty
2007,<http://365gay.com/Newscon07/01/013107video.htm>
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9 “Parents Upset Children Shows Diversity Take on Gay Parenting,” NBC10.com, 22 January 2007, accessed 31 January 2007,
<www.nbc10.com/news/10817119/detail html>.

10 Todd Quinones, “Parents Outraged By Family’ Video Presentation,” CBS3.com, 31 January 2007, accessed 31 January 2007,
<http://cbs3.com/topstories/local story 030235258.html>.
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14 “School District Bans Diversity Video Because It Includes Gay Couples,” 365gay.com, 3 September 2007, accessed 4
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15 Ibid.

16 “Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Core Curriculum Content Smndards New Jersey Department of Education,
2000, accessed 9 April 2008, <http: i
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18 Thid.

19 Marianne Kligman, “Controversy Over Play Brings Opportunity For Understanding,” A#lanticville, 25 October 2007, accessed
28 October 2007, <www.atlanticville.gmnews.com/news/2007/1025/arts_zest/023.html>

20 Ibid.
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22 Unless otherwise cited, all statistical information comes from Danice K. Eaton, et al., “Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance—
United States, 2005,” Surveillance Summaries, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, vol. 55, no. SS-5 (9 June 20006): 1-108, accessed 26
January 2007, <http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm>. Note: New Jersey did not participate in the 2007 YRBS.
23 Letter from Fred M. Jacobs, M.D., ].D., Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Health and Setvices and Lucille Davy,
Commissioner for the New Jersey. Department of Education to Sectretary Michael Leavitt, The United States Department of
Health and Human Services, 24 October 2006.

24 Tbid.

%5 “Directory of Services at Columbus Hospital,” Cathedral Health Care Systems, accessed 2 April 2008,
<http:/ /www.cathedralhealth.org/columbus_services.html>.

26 Thid.

27 “Free Teens USA,” Free Teens USA, accessed 3 April 2008, <http://www.freeteens.org/>.

28 Thid.

29 “Abstinence vs. ‘Comptehensive’ Sex Ed: Research or Propaganda?,” Free Teens Leadership Training, accessed 3 April 2008,
<http:/ /www.freeteensusa.org/Abstinence vs Comptrehensive.html>.

30 Christopher Trenholm, et. al., “Impacts of Four Title V, Section 510 Abstinence Education Programs: Final Repott,”
(Trenton, NJ: Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., April 2007), accessed 6 September 2007, <www.mathematicampr.
com/publications/pdfs/impactabstinence.pdf>.

31 Stan E. Weed, PhD, et al., “An Abstinence Program’s Impact on Cognitive Mediators and Sexual Initiation,” American
Journal of Health Behavior, 32:1 (2008): 60-73.

32 “Our Mission,” Several Sources Shelters, (2001-2007), accessed 3 April 2008,

<http:/ /www.severalsourcesfd.org/mission.html>.

33 “About Us: History,” Several Sources Shelters, (2001-2007), accessed 3 April 2008,
<http://www.severalsourcesfd.org/history.html>.

34 Peter Bearman and Hannah Briickner “Promising the Future: Virginity Pledges and the Transition to First Intercourse.”
American Journal of Sociology 106.4 (2001): 859-912.; Peter Bearman and Hannah Briickner, “After the promise: The STD
consequences of adolescent virginity pledges,” Journal of Adolescent Health 36.4 (2005): 271-278.

% “Overview,” The Choice Game, (2005-2007), accessed 3 April 2008, <http://www.thechoicegame.com/>.
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37 “Game Samples: STDs (Midwest Version),” The Choice Game, (2005-2007), accessed 3 April 2008,

<http:/ /www.thechoicegame.com/mw/ choices-mwstd.html>.

38 SIECUS has identified this person as a state-based contact for information on adolescent health and if applicable, abstinence-
only-until-marriage programs.

3 This section is a list of major newspapets in your state with contact information for their newsrooms. This list is by no means
inclusive and does not contain the local level newspapers which are integral to getting your message out to your

community. SIECUS strongly urges you to follow stoties about the issues that concern you on the national, state, and local level
by using an internet news alert service such as Google alerts, becoming an avid reader of your local papers, and establishing
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relationships with reporters who cover your issues. For more information on how to achieve your media goals visit the SIECUS

Community Action Kit.



