Michigan
Michigan received $3,564,458 in federal funding for
abstinence-only-until-marriage programs in Fiscal Year 2003.1
Michigan Sexuality Education Law
Michigan does not require schools to teach sexuality education, but the state does require schools
to provide sexually transmitted disease (STD) and HIV/AIDS education. STD/HIV education
must include “the teaching of abstinence from sex as a responsible method for restriction and
prevention of these diseases and as a positive lifestyle for unmarried young people.”
All teachers of STD/HIV education who are not licensed healthcare professionals must be
trained in HIV/AIDS education by the Department of Education.
Schools may also offer sexuality education classes which cover family planning, human
sexuality, and family life education. As with STD/HIV education, abstinence must be included
as “a responsible method of preventing unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease
and as a positive lifestyle for unmarried young people.” Sexuality education classes must be
offered as an elective and may not be required for graduation. All sexuality education classes
must be taught by teachers qualified to teach health education.
School boards must establish an advisory board to review all materials and curricula. This
advisory board must include parents, students, educators, clergy, and health professionals.
The law further states that all instruction in reproductive health “shall be supervised by a
registered physician, a registered nurse, or other person certified by the state board as qualified.”
Reproductive health is defined as “the state of an individual’s well-being which involves the
reproductive system and its physiological, psychological, and endocrinological functions.”
Abortion “shall not be considered a method of family planning, nor shall abortion be taught as a
method of reproductive health.” All curricula must be approved by the local school board and if
any changes are made, the local school board must hold at least two public hearings on the
revisions.
Parents must receive notification of any sexuality education classes and be allowed to review
the content of the sexuality education class. Parents or guardians can exempt their children from
any part of the STD/HIV instruction if it conflicts with their religious beliefs. This is referred to
as an “opt-out” policy.
See Michigan School Code Sections 380.1169, 380.1170, 380.1506, and 380.1507.
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Recent Legislation
The Michigan legislature carried bills over from the 2003 to the 2004 session. Michigan’s
legislature meets throughout the year.
Bills Strengthening Abstinence Requirements
On April 27, 2004, the Michigan Senate approved Senate Bill 943 and Senate Bill 944, originally
introduced in February 2004. The bills are intended to “strengthen” current abstinence laws by
requiring schools to “stress” abstinence until marriage, teach “medically accurate” information
on HIV/AIDS, and stress that abstinence is an effective method of preventing “unplanned or outof-wedlock pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease.” The bills also establish a formal
process for parents to report schools not in compliance, give the state the authority to withhold
one percent of a school’s funding for noncompliance, and establish guidelines for a health
education advisory board. While current law established that “family planning drugs or devices”
cannot be distributed in a public school, Senate Bill 943 expands the prohibition to all public
school property.
The bills were sent to the House where related bills House Bill 5477 and House Bill 5478
were introduced in February 2004. On May 20, 2004, SB 943 was amended and passed the
House. Amendments included small changes to the parental notification requirement and the sex
education advisory board. Further, the amended bill extends the reach of the bill to assemblies,
small group discussions, and any presentations to two or more students. The amended bill also
states that the bill does not prohibit public schools from offering sex education that includes
information about risk reduction strategies that “are not 100% effective against” unplanned
pregnancy, STDs, HIV and AIDS. As of press time, Senate Bill 943 has been returned to the
Senate for concurrence.
New Law Requires Inclusion of Legal Consequences of Sex in Sex Education Curriculum
An amendment to Michigan’s School Aid Act for FY 2004 requires that all school districts with
sex education courses include information in the curricula on the legal consequences of having
sex with a minor. In the state, having sex or sexual contact with a minor under the age of 16 is a
crime punishable by up to three years imprisonment. This is true even if the sexual contact is
consensual. If convicted, the perpetrator’s name will also be listed on the state’s sex offender
registry for at least 25 years. School districts that do not follow the new law could lose five
percent of their state aid.
The new law took effect on October 1, 2003.
Requirement for Medically Accurate Sex Education
House Bill 4646, introduced on May 6, 2003 and referred to the Committee on Education, would
require that school boards provide instruction in medically accurate, age-appropriate,
comprehensive sexuality education for all grade levels. Further, any instruction on disease
prevention must be factually and medically accurate. The bill would also require that teacher
training and curricula choice be controlled by local boards rather than state boards and that
public hearings be held for any proposed curricula changes, including abstinence-based changes.
At press time, no further action has been taken.

Parenting Education Requirement
House Bill 4101, introduced on January 29, 2003, would require that “life management” be
taught to children starting in kindergarten. Life management is defined as parenting education,
intended to teach children about the responsibilities of parenthood. If such instruction includes
any sexuality education, it must be submitted to and approved by the sex education advisory
board.
At press time, no further action has been taken.
Bill Would Make Sexuality Education Elective, Delete Parental Opt-Out Provision
House Bill 5359, introduced in December 2003, would make sexuality education courses elective
and not a requirement for graduation. The bill also deletes language supporting a parental optout provision but maintains that parents must be notified and given an opportunity to review
materials used in the course.
At press time, no further action has been taken.
Resolution Recognizing Work of Crisis Pregnancy Centers
Michigan House Resolution 167, introduced in November 2003 and reported out of the House
Committee on Health Policy in February 2004, urges Congress and the State of Michigan to
provide assistance to crisis pregnancy centers. The resolution recognizes that “many pregnancy
care centers across the country also offer classes in abstinence education, including programs
carried out in schools.”
At press time, no further action has been taken.
Resolution Urging Public Universities to Examine Classes on Sexuality
House Resolution 141, introduced in October 2003, urges “Michigan’s public universities to
reexamine all class offerings and refrain from offering classes or university-sanctioned activities
that promote or facilitate participation in a sexual lifestyle or practices other than heterosexual
monogamy.”
The resolution was offered in response to a class called “How to be Gay: Male
Homosexuality and Initiation” offered at a state university.
At press time, no further action has been taken.
Events of Note
Gay Straight Alliance Faces Hesitation from School Administration
February 2003, Rockford, MI
School administrators, in Rockford, MI, were hesitant when approached by a freshman student
about starting a gay straight alliance (GSA). The school’s freshman center principal said, “I
don’t care if it’s a GSA or a heterosexual club, I don’t think it’s healthy. I’m not convinced that
those are positive discussions to have in school away from parents, one 14-year-old to another
14-year-old.”2
In order to form a club, a student must submit a purpose statement and find a staff advisor.
The district does not have the right to prohibit one student club if it does not treat others in the
same way. However, school officials have expressed concern that a club dealing only with
sexual issues would be harmful. They have suggested that a club addressing a wider audience,
such as embracing all disenfranchised students, would be more effective.
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As of June 2004, the GSA has not yet been formed.
Michigan’s Youth: Statistical Information of Note3
In 2003, 42% of female high school students and 45% of male high school students in
Michigan reported ever having had sexual intercourse compared to 45% of female high
school students and 48% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 4% of female high school students and 10% of male high school students in
Michigan reported having had sexual intercourse before age 13 compared to 4% of
female high school students and 10% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 11% of female high school students and 16% of male high school students in
Michigan reported having had four or more lifetime sexual partners compared to 11% of
female high school students and 18% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 33% of female high school students and 30% of male high school students in
Michigan reported being currently sexually active (defined as having had sexual
intercourse in the three months prior to the survey) compared to 35% of females and 34%
of males nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
21% of females and 28% of males in Michigan reported having used alcohol or drugs the
last time they had sexual intercourse compared to 21% of females and 30% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
57% of females and 69% of males in Michigan reported having used condoms the last
time they had sexual intercourse compared to 57% of females and 69% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
20% of females and 14% of males in Michigan reported having used birth control pills
the last time they had sexual intercourse compared to 21% of females and 13% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, 5% of female high school students and 3% of male high school students in
Michigan reported ever having been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant compared to
5% of female high school students and 4% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 89% of high school students in Michigan reported having been taught about
AIDS/HIV in school compared to 88% of high school students nationwide.

3

Unless otherwise cited, all statistical information comes from: J. Grunbaum, et. al., “Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance — United States, 2003,” Surveillance Summaries, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, vol. 53,
no.SS-2, May 21, 2004, pp. 1-95. Available online at: http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/.

In 2000, Michigan’s abortion rate was 24 per 1,000 women ages 15-19 compared to a
teen abortion rate of 24 per 1,000 nationwide.4
In 2001, Michigan’s birth rate was 38 per 1,000 women ages 15-19 compared to a teen
birth rate of 45 per 1,000 nationwide.5
Detroit, Michigan’s Youth: Statistical Information of Note
In 2003, 54% of female high school students and 73% of male high school students in
Detroit reported ever having had sexual intercourse compared to 45% of female high
school students and 48% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 8% of female high school students and 30% of male high school students in
Detroit reported having had sexual intercourse before age 13 compared to 4% of female
high school students and 10% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 15% of female high school students and 38% of male high school students in
Detroit reported having had four or more lifetime sexual partners compared to 11% of
female high school students and 18% of male high school students nationwide.
In 2003, 40% of female high school students and 46% of male high school students in
Detroit reported being currently sexually active (defined as having had sexual intercourse
in the three months prior to the survey) compared to 35% of females and 34% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
14% of females and 18% of males in Detroit reported having used alcohol or drugs the
last time they had sexual intercourse compared to 21% of females and 30% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
63% of females and 79% of males in Detroit reported having used condoms the last time
they had sexual intercourse compared to 57% of females and 69% of males nationwide.
In 2003, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active,
9% of females and 4% of males in Detroit reported having used birth control pills the last
time they had sexual intercourse compared to 21% of females and 13% of males
nationwide.
In 2003, 9% of female high school students and 8% of male high school students in
Detroit reported ever having been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant compared to 5%
of female high school students and 4% of male high school students nationwide.
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In 2003, 82% of high school students in Detroit reported having been taught about
AIDS/HIV in school compared to 88% of high school students nationwide.
Title V Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Funding
Michigan received $1.89 million in federal Title V funding in Fiscal Year 2003. The Title V
abstinence-only-until-marriage grant requires states to provide three state-raised dollars or the
equivalent in services for every four federal dollars received. The state match can be provided in
part or in full by local groups. Michigan provides matching funds of $710,000. The Michigan
Department of Health oversees all Title V funding and has formed a Michigan Abstinence
Partnership to aid in oversight.
Title V money in Michigan is allocated to community groups. The groups must:
Target nine to 14 year olds and their parents.
Work in coalition.
Focus on research-based activities.
Be age-, gender-, and culturally-relevant.
Promote personal respect and responsibility.
Teach youth how to deal with peer pressure.
Special Projects of Regional and National Significance–Community Based Abstinence
Education (SPRANS–CBAE) and Adolescent Family Life Act (AFLA) Grantees
There are three SPRANS–CBAE grantees in Michigan: Michigan Department of Community
Health, New Genesis, and St. Joseph Health System. There are two AFLA grantees in Michigan:
Ingham County Health Department and Planned Parenthood of Northern Michigan.
New Genesis and St. Joseph Health System are both faith-based organizations. Although St.
Joseph Health System’s website does not specifically mention its abstinence-only-until-marriage
work it describes the organization as “rooted in the loving ministry of Jesus as healer.”
In a press release from U.S. Representative Fred Upton’s (R) office, the executive director of
New Genesis states that its curriculum will be focusing on 12 to 18 year olds and that they have
partnered with Christian Life Center Church, Gaililee Missionary Baptist Church, Mt. Zion
Baptist Church, First United Baptist Church, the Kalamazoo County Department of Health and
Human Services, Northside Minestrial Alliance, and the African American Health Initiative in
order to teach abstinence-only-until-marriage programs.

Federal and State Funding for Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Programs in FY 2003
Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage
Grantee

Amount of Grant

Type of Grant
(includes SPRANS–
CBAE, Title V, and
AFLA)

Michigan Department of
Community Health

$1,890,000

Title V

DUAL GRANTEE

$800,000

SPRANS–CBAE
(Implementation Grant)

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

AuSable Valley Community Mental $93,750
Health

Title V sub-grantee

Catholic Social Services of
Muskegon

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

Charlevoix-Emmet Intermediate
School District

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

Children’s Center of Wayne County $80,000

Title V sub-grantee

City of Lansing

Title V sub-grantee

Length of Grant

2002-2005
www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7132-2942_4911_4915-13679-,00.html
Alpena-Montmorency-Alcona
Educational Service District

$125,000

Dickinson-Iron Intermediate School $71,630
District

Title V sub-grantee

District Health Department #10 of
Cadillac

$69,875

Title V sub-grantee

Ellington-White Project

$93,000

Title V sub-grantee

Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage
Grantee

Amount of Grant

Type of Grant
(includes SPRANS–
CBAE, Title V, and
AFLA)

Family Counseling and Children’s
Services of Adrian

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

Genessee Intermediate School
District

$93,500

Title V sub-grantee

Human Aid Inc

$93,700

Title V sub-grantee

Jackson County

$82,244

Title V sub-grantee

Macomb Family YMCA

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

Marquette-Alger Intermediate
School District

$53,143

Title V sub-grantee

Tuscola Intermediate School
District

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

Wedgewood Christian Youth and
Family Services

$93,750

Title V sub-grantee

New Genesis, Inc.

$99,277

SPRANS–CBAE

St. Joseph Health System

$503,615

SPRANS–CBAE

Ingham County Health Department

$144,340

AFLA

$127,226

AFLA

Length of Grant

2002-2003
Planned Parenthood of Northern
Michigan
2002-2003

Title V Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Coordinator
Karen Crabley
Michigan Department of Community Health
3423 N. Martin Luther King Blvd.
Lansing, MI 48090
Phone: (517) 335-8908
Michigan Organizations that Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education
AIDS Partnership Michigan
2751 E. Jefferson Ste. 301
Detroit, MI 48207
Phone: (313) 446-9800
www.aidspartnership.org

Michigan NOW
P.O. Box 18063
Lansing, MI 48901
Phone: (517) 485-9687
www.michnow.org

Michigan Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice
P.O. Box 739
East Lansing, MI 48826

Triangle Foundation
19641 West Seven Mile Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219
Phone: (313) 537-3323
www.tri.org

Planned Parenthood of South Central
Michigan
4201 W. Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
Phone: (616) 372-1200
www.ppscm.org
Michigan Organizations that Oppose Comprehensive Sexuality Education
Michigan Family Forum (MFF)
P.O. Box 15216
1003 N. Washington
Lansing, MI 48901
Phone: (517) 374-1171
www.mfforum.com

Right to Life of MI
2340 Porter St., SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49509
Phone: (616) 532-2300
www.rtl.org

Newspapers in Michigan
The Ann Arbor News
Geoff Larcom
Community News Columnist
340 E. Huron St.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Phone: (734) 994-6838

Detroit Free Press
Marcia Abramson
Community News Editor
600 W. Fort St.
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 223-4494

Detroit News
Corey Williams
Community News Editor
615 W. Lafayette Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: (313) 226-2094

Flint Journal
Marlon Vaughn
Community News Reporter
200 E. 1st St.
Flint, MI 48502
Phone: (810) 766-6324

Grand Rapids Press
Kelley Root
Community News Editor
155 Michigan St. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: (616) 222-5462

Kalamazoo Gazette
Dave Person
Community News Reporter
401 S. Burdick St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Phone: (269) 388-8555

Lansing State Journal
Sally Trout
Community News Reporter
120 E. Lenawee St.
Lansing, MI 48919
Phone: (517) 377-1040

The Macomb Daily
Shekini Jennings
Community News Staff Writer
100 Macomb Daily Dr.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
Phone: (586) 783-0383

The Oakland Press
Lee Dryden
Community News Editor
48 W. Huron St.
Pontiac, MI 48342
Phone: (248) 745-4641

The Saginaw News
Mike Thompson
Community News Staff Writer
203 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone: (989) 776-9691

