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The Department of Human Services and community-based otganizations in
Oregon received $2,243,124 in federal funds for
abstinence-only-until-marriage programs in Fiscal Year 2007.

Oregon Sexuality Education Law and Policy

Oregon does not mandate sexuality education. However, Oregon does require instruction in infectious
diseases including HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B and C throughout elementaty school, middle school, and
high school. Students in grades six through twelve must receive instruction in HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B
and C at least annually. Oregon does not suggest or recommend a curriculum; however, Oregon statutes
state that when sexuality education courses are taught, they must:

> be age-appropriate;

> enhance students’ understanding of sexuality as a normal and healthy aspect of human
development;

> include information about how responsible sexual behavior reduces the risk for sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs), HIV, and pregnancy;

> teach about abstinence, but not to the exclusion of other material and instruction on
contraception and disease reduction measures;

> acknowledge the value of abstinence while not devaluing or ignoring those young people who
have had or are having sexual intercourse;

» provide the latest medical information regarding the success and failure rates of all forms of
contraception;

> validate through course material and instruction the importance of honesty with oneself and
others, respect for each person’s dignity and well-being, and responsibility for one’s actions;
and

> encourage family communication.

In 2002, the Oregon State Board of Education unanimously voted to revise the Oregon
Administrative Rule focusing on HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B and C. The rule is now more focused on
educational efforts and states:

> each school district shall teach an age-appropriate plan of instruction focusing on infectious
diseases, including HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B and C as an integral part of health education
and other subjects;

> instruction must occur through elementary, middle, and senior grade levels;

> Instruction must occur on at least an annual basis and include the latest scientific information;
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> curricula must include information about abstinence, contraception, and other disease
reduction measures; and
» instruction must be culturally and gender sensitive.

Parents or guardians may temove their children from sexuality education and/or STD/HIV
education classes. This is referred to as an “opt-out” policy.

See Oregon Statutes 336.35, 336.455, and 336.465 Oregon State Board of Education. Oregon
Administrative Rules 581-022-1210 and 581-022-1440, Revised October 17th, 2002: Infections Diseases
Including Acquired Inmune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), Human Immunodeficiency V'irus (HIV'), and Hepatitis B
and C.

Recent Legislation
SIECUS is not aware of any proposed legislation regarding sexuality education in Oregon.

Events of Note

ACLU Prompts Investigation of Abstinence-Only Group in Engene

July 2007; Eugene, OR

The national ACLU and its Oregon affiliate called on state and federal regulators to investigate the Lane
County Pregnancy Center after they learned that staff of the organization, which received both state and
federal abstinence-only-until-marriage funds, were asked to take a religious pledge.

The Lane County Pregnancy Center runs an abstinence-only-until-marriage program called “Stop and
Think.” The ACLU obtained a copy of a contract for the “Stop and Think” program between Lane
County Pregnancy Center and the Northern Hills Pregnancy Care Center in Spearfish, South Dakota. The
contract listed a requirement that presenters and supervisors of its curriculum “possess an authentic
relationship with Jesus Christ.”

The ACLU called the program a “misuse of public funds” and argued that the requirement that presenters
have “the ability to communicate” the “Word of God” suggests classroom proselytizing. It asked that the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Oregon Department of Human Services look
into whether the organization had violated the separation of church and state.

The president of Lane Center’s Board of Directors told the press that he was unsure why the language
was a part of the contract, claiming that it is not a requirement made of presenters in other places. He also
clarified that the presenters are prohibited from speaking about God in classrooms, but admitted,
“Because it’s value-based, kids get this perception that it is [about religion and God] without us
mentioning any of those things.”*

Though pregnancy center was not found to be violating any laws, the state of Oregon did end its
contract with the group in May 2007. And as a result of the pressure applied by the ACLU, the federal
government now requires all staff members at the pregnancy center to sign a statement saying they
understand promoting religion in federally funded programs is prohibited.’

School Board Approves More Comprebensive Programiming

January 2007; North Clackamas, OR

In the Portland suburb of North Clackamas, the school board voted 4-2 in favor of a new sexuality
education program that includes information on how to put a condom on correctly in eighth grade and
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allows teachers to answer questions from students on a list of sensitive topics including homosexuality,
abortion, pornography, and some sexual acts.’

The ninth and tenth grade health classes will also now feature an evidenced-based, HIV- and teen-
pregnancy prevention curriculum called Reducing the Risk.

While two thirds of the board voted in favor of the updates, some members were extremely vocal in
their opposition. “The curriculum normalized behavior that I believe is inappropriate, immoral, and
abnormal, particulatly for students in middle school,” argued one member, though he refused to specify
the behaviors to which he was referring.” He also wanted to require students to receive parental
permission before the class instead of the current policy under which students are automatically enrolled
unless their parents notify the school and ask for them to be removed. The board decided not to consider
that suggestion.

The Oregon Department of Education applauded the district. The department has been encouraging
districts to institute similar programs for years and expects more of them will follow in the footsteps of
North Clackamas as their sexuality education curricula come up for review.”

Oregon’s Youth: Statistical Information of Note
Oregon did not participate in the 2007 Youth Risk Behavioral Surveillance Survey.

Title V Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Funding

The Oregon Department of Human Services received $487,695 in federal Title V abstinence-only-
until-marriage funding in Fiscal Year 2006. The Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage grant requires
states to provide three state-raised dollars or the equivalent in services for every four federal dollars
received. The state match may be provided in part or in full by local groups. Oregon provides
$75,000 in state funds and the remainder of the match is provided by sub-grantees. This money is
used by the Oregon Department of Human Services as part of its larger sexuality education
program. There are two sub-grantees in Oregon: Northwest Family Services and the STARS
(Students Today Aren’t Ready for Sex) Foundation.

The STARS Foundation receives Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage funding to contract with
local partners and implement its curriculum in schools statewide.” The program is available for
middle and high school students. In Oregon, 65 percent of middle school students have participated
in the program. In addition to the traditional curriculum, the STARS Foundation created Estrellas to
specifically target Latino youth.

See the CBAE and AFLA section for more information on Northwest Family Services.

Title V" Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Evaluation

Oregon evaluated its Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage programs in the spring of 2000. The
evaluation looked at seventh- and eighth-grade students using the ST ARS curriculum. Oregon’s
review employed pre-and post-test surveys, but did not include a comparison group. The results
suggested that, “the STARS program had no influence on behavioral intentions.”" It concluded that
there was “no evidence of a program effect on students’ intention to be sexually involved in the
future.”"!

A subsequent evaluation found similar results. The second evaluation, contracted by the Oregon
Department of Human Services, found that “participation in the STARS program had the intended
short-term impact on student knowledge and attitudes about sexual abstinence.”'* However, as in
Oregon’s previous evaluation, the authors state, “no measurable change in behavioral improvement
occurred as a result of exposure to the STARS curriculum for the treatment group.”"
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Community-Based Abstinence Education (CBAE) and Adolescent Family Life Act (AFLA)
Grantees

There are two CBAE grantees in Oregon: Lane Pregnancy Support Center (formerly the Eugene
Pregnancy Support Center) and Northwest Family Services. There are two AFLA grantees in Oregon:
Multnomah County Health Department and Northwest Family Services.

Lane Pregnancy Support Center, formerly the Eugene Pregnancy Support Center, is a crisis pregnancy
center (CPC). Crisis pregnancy centers typically advertise as providing medical services and then use anti-
abortion propaganda, misinformation, and fear and shame tactics to dissuade women facing unintended
pregnancy from exercising their right to choose.

Lane Pregnancy Support Center’s abstinence-only-until-marriage program, “Stop and Think,”
provides three age-specific presentations: “Decision” is geared towards middle school students, “Reality”
is geared towards high school students, and “Listen” is for parents and teachers.'* These in-school
presentations are flexible in length, and can take place over two to six class sessions."

Northwest Family Services, which is a Title V sub-grantee and receives both a CBAE and an AFLA
grant, “works with youth, couples, and families throughout Oregon and the United States to educate
about and support healthy decisions.”"® Northwest Family Services reaches thousands of young people
every year.

Northwest Family Services developed the EACTS: Family Accountability Communicating Teen Sexuality
curricula series which is used across the country and includes FLACTS and Reasons tor middle school
students and I in Charge of the Facts for high school students. SIECUS reviewed these curricula and found
that they provide incomplete and inaccurate medical information; present opinions and beliefs as universal
truths; and portray a biased view of gender, marriage, family structure, sexual orientation, and pregnancy
options. For example, FACTS includes the following list of negative consequences of premarital sex:
“Pregnancy, financial aspect of fatherhood, abortion, HIV/AIDS, STDs, guilt, rejection, loss of
reputation, inability to bond in the future, challenge to not compare future sexual partners, alienation from
friends and family, poverty, and the inability to complete school.” F.ACTS also tells young people in no
uncertain terms that life begins when sperm and egg meet: “At conception, the baby came into being.
Even though he or she was only the size and appearance of a pencil dot, the baby was a separate,
genetically unique individual”""

Federal and State Funding for Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Programs in FY 2007

Abstinence-Only-Until- Amount of Grant Type of Grant (includes Title
Marriage Grantee V, CBAE, AFLA, and other

funds)
Length of Grant

Oregon Department of $498,124 federal Tite V
Human Services, Office of $75,000 state
Child and Family Health,

Adolescent Health Section

www.dhs.state.or.us/
publichealth /ah /index.cfm
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Abstinence-Only-Until-

Amount of Grant

Type of Grant (includes Title

Marriage Grantee V, CBAE, AFLA, and other
funds)

Length of Grant

Students Today Aren’t Ready $412,695 Title V sub-grantee

for Sex (STARS)

www.stars-foundation.org

Lane Pregnancy Support Center | $49,812 Title V sub-grantee

(formerly Eugene Pregnancy

Support Center)

DUAL GRANTEE $368,560 CBAE

2004-2007

Northwest Family Services $47,000 Title V sub-grantee

TRIPLE GRANTEE

2006-2011 $600,000 CBAE

TRIPLE GRANTEE

2002-2007 $225,000 AFLA

www.nwfs.org

Multnomah County Health $551,440 AFLA

Department

2006-2011

www.mchealth.org

Adolescent Health Contact'®

Belit Stockfleth

Food Stamps and Prevention Program Manager
Oftice of Self-Sufficiency Programs

500 Summer St. NE, E48
Salem OR 97301
Phone: (503) 947-5389
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Oregon Organizations that Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education

Basic Rights Oregon
P.O. Box 40625
Portland, OR 97240
Phone: (503) 222-6151

www.basicrichts.org

Planned Parenthood of the Columbia

Willamette

3231 South East 50™ Ave.

Portland, OR 97206

Phone: (503) 775-4931
www.plannedparenthood.or cw

ACLU of Oregon, Portland Office
P.O. Box 40585

Portland, OR 97240-0585

Phone: (503) 227-3186
www.aclu-or.org

Cascade AIDS Project

620 South West 5™ Ave., Suite 300
Portland, OR 97204

Phone: (503) 223-5907
www.cascadeaids.org

Planned Parenthood Health Services of
Southwestern Oregon

360 East 10", #104

Eugene, OR 97401

Phone: (541) 344-9411
www.pphsso.org

Oregon Organizations that Oppose Comprehensive Sexuality Education

Oregon Right to Life
4335 River Rd. N
Salem, OR 97303
Phone: (503) 463-8563

www.ortl.org

Newspapers in Oregon19
The Oregonian
Newsroom
1320 SW Broadway
Portland, OR 97201
Phone: (503) 221-8100

www.oregonlive.com/oregonian

The Register-Guard
Newsroom

PO Box 10188
Eugene, OR 97440
Phone: (541) 485-1234
www.registereuard.com

Stronger Families for Oregon
P.O. Box 948

Salem, OR 97308

Phone: (503) 585-9383

www.oregonfamily.org

Statesman Journal
Newsroom

P.O. Box 13009
Salem, OR 97309
Phone: (503) 399-6611

www.statesmanjournal.com

"The Portland Observer

Newsroom

4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr.
Blvd.

Portland, Oregon 97211

Phone: (503) 288-0033
www.portlandobserver.com
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is designated by the calendar year in which it ends; for example, Fiscal Year 2007 begins on October 1, 2006 and ends on
September 30, 2007.
2 Jeff \X/nght “ACLU Questions Abstinence Group,” The Register-Guard (OR) 15 May 2007 accessed 16 May 2007,

.0515.

¢ Suzanne Pardington, “Board OKs New Sex-Ed Program,” The Oregonian, 23 January 2007, accessed 8 February 2007,
<www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/116951732690540.xml&coll=7>.

7 Suzanne Pardington, “Sex Education to Push Envelope,” The Oregonian, 29 January 2007, accessed 30 January

2007, <www.oregonlive.com/oregonian/stories/index.ssf?/base /news/1170041111154270.xml&coll=7>.

8 Ibid.

9 “Program,” STARS Foundation, accessed 5 April 2008, < http:/ /www.stats-foundation.org/ program htm>.

19D. Dowlet, Short-Tern Impact of STARS (Students Today Aren’t Ready for Sex) (Portland, OR: Oregon Health Division, Program
Design and Evaluation Services, 2000) 10.

1 Ihid.

12 Dennis Deck and Christopher Heaps, Evaluation of the Students Today Aren’t Ready for Sex (STARS) Progran (Portland, OR: RMC
Research Corporation, 2004), ix.

13 1bid,, 13.

14 “Programs,” Stop and Think, accessed 4 April 2008, <http://www.stopthink.net/program.html>.

15 “FAQ,” Stop and Think, accessed 4 April 2008, <http://www.stopthink.net/faq.html>.
16 “Home,” Northwest Family Services, (2003), accessed 4 April 2008, <http://www.nwfs.org>.

17 Rose Fuller et al., LACTS and Reason (Portland, OR: Northwest Family Services, 2000); Rose Fullet, et al., Iz in Charge of the
FACTS (Portland, OR: Northwest Family Services, 2000). For more information, see SIECUS’ review of F.ACTS at
<http://www.communityactionkit.org/curricula_reviews.html>.

18 SIECUS has identified this person as a state-based contact for information on adolescent health and if applicable, abstinence-
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19 This section is a list of major newspapers in your state with contact information for their newstooms. This list is by no means
inclusive and does not contain the local level newspapers which are integral to getting your message out to your community.
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