
 

 

 

KANSAS 
 

 
Kansas Sexuality Education Law and Policy 
The Kansas Administrative Regulations require elementary and secondary students to be taught 
“physical education, which shall include instruction in health and human sexuality.”1  Kansas 
does not require schools to follow a specific curriculum; however, in order to be accredited, 
schools must meet the minimum “performance and quality criteria” established by the Kansas 
State Board of Education.2 

The Kansas Health Education Standards outline basic competency requirements for public 
schools.  According to the Standards, by the end of the fourth grade, schools must provide 
instruction on “family life and sexuality.”3  By the end of the eighth grade, students should be 
able to “describe ways to reduce risks related to adolescent growth and development,” and 
understand the “development of male and female reproductive organs, and risks and prevention 
of sexually-transmitted infections.”4  By graduation, schools must teach students about the 
“importance and benefits of abstinent behavior and risk-reducing strategies” in the area of 
sexuality.5 

Kansas law does not require parental permission for students to participate in sexuality or HIV/AIDS 
education nor does it say whether parents or guardians may remove their children from such classes.  
 
See Kansas Administrative Regulations § 91-31-32, and Kansas Health Education Standards. 
  
 
Recent Legislation 
Abstinence Plus Education Act Introduced 
House Bill 2184, introduced in February 2009, would have required the board of education of each school 
district to provide a medically accurate, age-appropriate, comprehensive sexuality education program.  The 
legislation would have required such programs to emphasize the benefits of abstinence while including 
information about STDs, especially AIDS, and pregnancy prevention.  In addition, all instructors would 
have been required to be certified and have a sufficient academic background, or subsequent training, to 
ensure knowledge of, and sensitivity to, human sexuality.  HB 2184 was sent to the Committee on 
Education, where it died. 
 
 
Kansas’s Youth: Statistical Information of Note6  

• In 2009, 46% of female high school students and 47% of male high school students in 
Kansas reported ever having had sexual intercourse compared to 46% of female high school 
students and 46% of male high school students nationwide. 
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• In 2009, 2% of female high school students and 7% of male high school students in Kansas 
reported having had sexual intercourse before age 13 compared to 3% of female high school 
students and 8% of male high school students nationwide. 
 

• In 2009, 12% of female high school students and 16% of male high school students in 
Kansas reported having had four or more lifetime sexual partners compared to 11% of 
female high school students and 16% of male high school students nationwide. 

 

• In 2009, 35% of female high school students and 33% of male high school students in 
Kansas reported being currently sexually active (defined as having had sexual intercourse in 
the three months prior to the survey) compared to 36% of female high school students and 
33% of male high school students nationwide. 

 

• In 2009, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active, 
54% of females and 66% of males in Kansas reported having used condoms the last time 
they had sexual intercourse compared to 54% of females and 69% of males nationwide. 

 

• In 2009, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active, 
22% of females and 20% of males in Kansas reported having used birth control pills the last 
time they had sexual intercourse compared to 23% of females and 16% of males nationwide. 

 

• In 2009, among those high school students who reported being currently sexually active, 
15% of females and 25% of males in Kansas reported having used alcohol or drugs the last 
time they had sexual intercourse compared to 17% of females and 26% of males nationwide. 

 

• In 2009, 84% of high school students in Kansas reported having been taught about 
AIDS/HIV in school compared to 87% of high school students nationwide. 

 
 

Kansas Youth Sexual Health Statistics 
Teen Pregnancy, Birth, and Abortion 

• Kansas’s teen pregnancy rate ranks 33rd in the U.S., with a rate of 60 pregnancies per 1,000 young 
women ages 15–19 compared to the national rate of 70 pregnancies per 1,000.7  There were a 
total of 5,900 pregnancies among young women ages 15–19 reported in 2005, the most recent 
year for which data are available, in Kansas.8 

• Kansas’s teen birth rate ranked 23rd in the U.S. in 2005, with a rate of 41.4 births per 1,000 young 
women ages 15–19 compared to the national rate of 40.5 births per 1,000.9  In 2005, there were a 
total of 4,055 live births reported to young women ages 15–19 in Kansas.10 

• In 2006, the U.S. teen birth rate increased for the first time in 15 years by 3% from 40.5 to 41.9 
births per 1,000 young women ages 15–19, after having steadily declined between 1991 and 
2005.11  Kansas’s teen birth rate also increased between 2005 and 2006, from 41.4 to 42.0 births 
per 1,000 young women ages 15–19.12   

• Kansas’s teen abortion rate ranks 6th in the U.S., with a rate of 20 abortions per 1,000 young 
women ages 15–19 compared to the national rate of 19 abortions per 1,000.  In 2005, there were a 
total of 1,883 abortions reported among young women ages 15–19 in Kansas.13    
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HIV and AIDS 

• Kansas ranks 36th in cases of HIV infection diagnosed in the U.S. among all age groups.  In 2007, 
there were a total of 79 new cases of HIV infection diagnosed. 14  

• Kansas ranks 21st in cases of HIV/AIDS diagnosed among young people ages 13–19 out of the 
34 states with confidential, name-based HIV infection reporting.  In 2007, there were a total of 12 
young people ages 13–19 diagnosed with HIV/AIDS in Kansas.15 

• Kansas’s AIDS rate ranks 36th in the U.S., with a rate of 4.8 cases per 100,000 population 
compared to the national rate of 12.5 cases per 100,000.16 

• Kansas ranks 35th in number of reported AIDS cases in the U.S. among all age groups.  In 2007, 
there were a total of 132 new AIDS cases reported in Kansas.17 

• Kansas ranks 29th in number of reported AIDS cases in the U.S. among young people ages 13–19.  
In 2007, there were a total of 2 AIDS cases reported among young people ages 13–19 in Kansas.18 

 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Kansas ranks 33rd in reported cases of Chlamydia among young people ages 15–19 in the U.S., 
with an infection rate of 15.66 cases per 1,000 compared to the national rate of 19.51 cases per 
1,000.  In 2008, there were a total of 3,160 cases of Chlamydia reported among young people ages 
15–19 in Kansas.19   

• Kansas ranks 27th in reported cases of gonorrhea among young people ages 15–19 in the U.S., 
with an infection rate of 3.23 cases per 1,000 compared to the national rate of 4.52 cases per 
1,000.  In 2008, there were a total of 652 cases of gonorrhea reported among young people ages 
15–19 in Kansas.20   

• In 2008, there were no cases of primary and secondary syphilis reported among young people 
ages 15–19 in Kansas.21   

 
 

Comprehensive Approaches to Sex Education 
SIECUS is not aware of any examples of model programs, policies, or best practices being implemented in Kansas public 
schools that provide a more comprehensive approach to sex education for young people. 

 
We encourage you to submit any updated or additional information on comprehensive approaches to sex education being 
implemented in Kansas public schools for inclusion in future publications of the SIECUS  State Profiles.  Please visit 
SIECUS’ “Contact Us” webpage at www.siecus.org to share information.  Select “state policy” as the subject heading. 
 
 
Federal Funding for Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Programs 
A community-based organization in Kansas received $600,000 in federal funds for abstinence-only-until-
marriage programs in Fiscal Year 2009.22 
 
Title V Abstinence-Only-Until Marriage Funding 

• Kansas chose not to participate in the Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage program in Fiscal Year 
2009.  The state was eligible for approximately $377,110 in funding.  Due to the expiration of the 
grant program on June 30, 2009, three months prior to the end of the federal fiscal year, the state 
would have received three quarters of the total funding allocated for the full fiscal year. 
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Community-Based Abstinence Education (CBAE) Funding  

• There is one CBAE grantee in Kansas, Abstinence Education, Inc., which received $600,000 in 
CBAE funding for Fiscal Year 2009. 
 

Adolescent Family Life Act (AFLA) Funding 

• There are no AFLA grantees in Kansas. 
 
 

Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Curricula Used by Grantees 
SIECUS is not aware of any commercially available curricula used by the abstinence-only-until-marriage grantee in Kansas.    
 
To read reviews of abstinence-only-until-marriage curricula commonly used by federal grantees please visit the “Curricula and 
Speaker Reviews” webpage of SIECUS’ Community Action Kit at www.communityactionkit.org. 
 

 
Federal Funding for Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage Programs in FY 200923 

 

Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage 
Grantee 
 

 

Title V  
 

CBAE 
 

(Length of Grant) 

 

AFLA 
 

(Length of Grant) 

 
Abstinence Education, Inc. 
 
www.abstainpureandsimple.org 

 

 
$600,000 
 
(2008–2013) 

 

 

 
 
Adolescent Health Contact24 

Ileen Meyer 
Children and Families Section  
Bureau of Family Health  
Kansas Department of Health and Environment  
1000 S.W. Jackson, Suite 220  
Topeka, KS 66612  
Phone: (785) 296-1303 

 
 
Kansas Organizations that Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education 

ACLU of Kansas and Western Missouri 
3601 Main Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
Phone: (816) 756-3113 
www.aclukswmo.org 
 

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Kansas and 
Mid-Missouri 
4401 West 109th Street, Suite 200 
Overland Park, KS 66211 
Phone: (913) 312-5100 
www.ppkm.org 
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Kansas Organizations that Oppose Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
Abstinence Education, Inc. 
3301 West 13th Street North 
Wichita, KS 67203 
Phone: (316) 688-0840 
www.abstainpureandsimple.org 
 

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas 
9720 West 87th Street 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
Phone: (9130 433-2100 
www.catholiccharitiesks.org 

Kansas For Life 
2501 East Central 
Wichita, KS 67214 
Phone: (316) 687-LIFE 
www.kfl.org 
 

Operation Rescue West 
P.O. Box 782888 
Wichita, KS 67278 
Phone: (316) 683-6790 
www.operationrescue.org 
 

   
Newspapers in Kansas25 

Lawrence Journal-World 
Newsroom 
609 New Hampshire Street 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
Phone: (785) 843-1000  
www2.ljworld.com 
 

Manhattan Mercury 
Newsroom 
318 North 5th Street 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
Phone: (785) 776-2300 
www.themercury.com 
 

Salina Journal  
Newsroom 
333 South 4th Street 
Salina, KS 67401 
Phone: (785) 823-6363  
www.salina.com 
 

Topeka Capital-Journal 
Newsroom 
616 S.E. Jefferson Street 
Topeka, KS 66607 
Phone: (785) 295-1188 
www.cjonline.com 
 

The Wichita Eagle 
Newsroom 
825 East Douglas Avenue 
Wichita, KS 67202 
Phone: (316) 268-6000 
www.kansas.com 

 

   
 
Political Blogs in Kansas 

Bluegrass Politics 
www.bluegrasspolitics.bloginky.com 
 

Kansas Liberty 
www.kansasliberty.com 
 

Liberal and Stuck in Kansas 
www.blogcatalog.com/blog/liberal-
stuck-in-kansas  
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